
The Verbs of Thanksgiving 

1 Chronicles 16:7-36 
 

Series: David 2022 

Preaching Date: November 20, 2022 

Chapters: 1 Chronicles 16 

Worship: Give Thanks to the Lord 

Key Text: 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 

Key Sentence: Thanksgiving has many verbs, but a primary one is remember. 

Outline: 

I. The rest of the story 

II. O give thanks to the LORD (1 Chronicles 16:8-11) 

III. Remember his works (1 Chronicles 16:12-14) 

IV. Remember his covenant (1 Chronicles 16:15-22) 

V. Sing, declare, ascribe, worship, rejoice (1 Chronicles 16:23-34) 

 

1 Chronicles 16:7–36 Then on that day David first appointed that thanksgiving be 

sung to the LORD by Asaph and his brothers. 8Oh give thanks to the LORD; call 

upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! 9Sing to him, sing 

praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 10Glory in his holy name; let the 

hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 11Seek the LORD and his strength; seek 

his presence continually! 

 
12Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the judgments 

he uttered, 13O offspring of Israel his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
14He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 

 
15Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand 

generations, 16the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to 

Isaac, 17which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting 

covenant, 18saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an 

inheritance.” 19When you were few in number, of little account, and sojourners in 

it, 20wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, 21he 

allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, 22saying, 

“Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!” 
 

23Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 24Declare 

his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 25For 

great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be feared above all gods. 
26For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the 

heavens. 27Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his place. 
28Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and 



strength! 29Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come 

before him! Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 30tremble before him, 

all the earth; yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 31Let the 

heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, “The 

LORD reigns!” 32Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and 

everything in it! 33Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, 

for he comes to judge the earth. 34Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for 

his steadfast love endures forever! 

 
35Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and deliver us from 

among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your 

praise. 36Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!” 

Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.  
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David’s Thanksgiving 

1 Chronicles 16:7-34 
 

When we last left our story David’s rebel son Absalom had been killed by David’s 

ruthless general Joab, and David had mourned. “O my son Absalom, my son, 

my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you.” This was not the last 

tragedy to befall David’s family and nation as a consequence of David’s sin. 

It was not the last significant event of David’s life. I had originally hoped to 

spend about three more weeks on the rest of David’s life, but there just aren’t 

that many weeks between August and Thanksgiving. Rather than covering 

even longer sections, I decided that Absalom’s story would be the last major 

story. The holidays are on us, the Christmas series is coming. It’s time. 

But I also didn’t want to just leave David in the middle of his life. So in the immortal 

words of Paul Harvey, I want to quickly tell you the rest of the story. It started, 

you’ll recall, with the anointing of David 1st Samuel 16. So far we’ve covered 

the last sixteen chapters of 1st Samuel and the first 18 chapters of 2nd Samuel. 

In 2nd Samuel 19 David returns to Jerusalem and pardons his enemies, 

including Shimei, Ziba and Mephibosheth. In 2nd Samuel 20 David faces 

another rebellion by a man named Sheba. In the course of putting it down Joab 

finds a convenient time to kill his rival commander Amasa. David goes on to 

more military victories in 2nd Samuel 21 and celebrates them in chapter 22. 

This is the first time one of David’s songs has been included in the histories. 

Chapter 23 is a list of David’s mighty men. In the next chapter David takes an 

unlawful census and chooses an immediate judgment, possibly in preference 

to the long series of consequences he’s enduring for his previous sin.  

In 1st Kings chapter 1 David’s fourth born son, Adonijah tries to seize the kingdom 

but David responds quickly and puts the crown on Solomon’s head. In 1st 

Kings 2 David, now very old, gives some dying instructions to Solomon, 

telling him to obey the law of Moses, to take vengeance on those who were 

ruthless, but to treat well those who treated David well. Then he dies. 1 Kings 

2:10–12 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 
11And the time that David reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned 

seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12So Solomon sat 

on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was firmly established.  

That sounds like the end of the story. But in the Biblical text, it’s not. We have, of 

course, all the Psalms of David. On top of that we have more details of David’s 

life in 1st Chronicles. Starting in chapter 11 we find a Jerusalem-and-worship 

focused recap of David’s life with material we didn’t see in 1st and 2nd Samuel.  
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This includes a bit more detail on David’s mighty men, and on his bringing up the 

Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, both his failed first attempt and his success. 

In 1st Chronicles 16 we hear another of David’s songs, a song of thanks to 

God. 1st Chronicles 17 recaps God’s covenant to place a king eternally on 

David’s throne. Then several chapters detail the enemies that David defeated. 

But the bulk of the material in 1st Chronicles concerns David’s preparation for 

the building of the Temple. He didn’t build it, but he prepared for it, not only 

by raising the needed funds, but also preparing some of the materials, and  

especially by organizing the service of the Temple: priests and Levites and 

musicians and gatekeepers. You get the impression through these chapter that 

David was getting everything ready and was kind of eager to die and be with 

the LORD, and let Solomon get this temple built. That’s what David’s wanted 

all these years. So 1st Chronicles ends, in chapter 29 with these words: “Then 

he died at a good age, full of days, riches, and honor.” Not a bad epitaph. 

So “the rest of the story” is David continues to suffer consequences from his sin but 

he also continues to trust the promises of God, especially the promises we saw 

in 2nd Samuel 7. Despite his ups and downs David continued to keep his eyes 

focused on the Lord and seeing his goodness and beauty. This often led David 

to thankful praise. I want to end this series with an example of that, not directly 

from the Psalms, but from 1st Chronicles 16. After the Ark of the Covenant 

has been brought to Jerusalem, it is placed in a tent, a tabernacle. This is 

probably not the original tabernacle of the Exodus, but one made like it, for 

the text says David pitched this tent for the Ark. David isn’t ready to build the 

LORD’s temple, and he won’t be allowed to, but he is faithful to put the Ark 

in a tabernacle and thankful that this desire has been granted by the LORD.  

1st Chronicles 16 pauses at that moment to preserve David’s thankful praise. Verse 

7: Then on that day David first appointed that thanksgiving be sung to the 

LORD by Asaph and his brothers. This verse doesn’t directly say that David 

wrote this Psalm, but it is strongly implied. We know, of course, that many of 

the Psalms bear David’s name and give some detail of the circumstances: 

fleeing from Saul, living in the wilderness, fleeing from Absalom, etc. But the 

interesting thing about the song we’re about to read in 1st Chronicles 16 is that 

it contains major elements of three Psalms. Verses 8–22 are Psalm 105:1–15; 

Verses 23–33 are Psalm 96; and vv.34–36 are from Psalm 106. You can look 

at this two ways. Either one is fascinating. Either David had already written 

these other Psalms and he pulled from them for this moment of Thanksgiving, 

or he created this longer song for this moment of thanksgiving, then used parts 

of it in other Psalms. Either way the implication is that the Psalms definitely 

existed in 1000 BC when David lived. They existed and were already being 

put into use as the songbook of Israel’s worship. 
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So let’s look at this song, 1st Chronicles 16:8-36. It’s a song of thanksgiving, or as I 

like to translate it, thankful praise. Hebrew didn’t have a direct equivalent of 

our word “thank you,” but it had a tremendous vocabulary used to praise God, 

and an abundance of verbs to invoke praise. In the same way our thanksgiving 

has many verbs. A primary one is the command to remember: what God has 

done, done for us personally, done for us in Christ. 1st Chronicles 16:8-11 Oh 

give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among 

the peoples! 9Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! 
10Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
11Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 

David starts with this bunch of verbs. Imperative verbs, really. Do this to express 

thankful praise. Let me say that again: you, do this to express thankful praise. 

The first is the verb for thankful praise itself: Give thankful praise. Then “call 

upon his name.” Let his name be on your lips. Then “make known his deeds.” 

Thankful praise is always focused on what God has done or what God is like. 

It’s always about God. When Todd talked about his new ministry opportunity 

last Sunday, he said “this is great because God did it.” Verse 9: sing to him; 

sing praises to him. God’s people have always sung, from the time of Moses 

to the time of David, to the time of Jesus, to the churches Paul planted, to the 

church through the centuries. As Brett McCraken said recently about a Psalms 

project: “There’s something powerful about hearing the words of Scripture 

put to music. Sung out, as they were originally were for the people of Israel.” 

The next verb is “tell.” “Tell of all his wondrous works.” First you have to remember 

his works. We’ll get to that soon. Verse 10: “Glory in his holy name; let the 

hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.” To glory in something is to be in 

exuberant awe of it, to rejoice in it. Verse 11 “Seek the LORD and his strength; 

seek his presence continually!” I almost picked the word seek as our key word. 

You’re never going to get to Thanksgiving, to thankful praise, unless you’ve 

first sought the LORD, sought his strength, sought his presence. When you get 

up in the morning, seek the LORD. When you walk out the door, seek the 

LORD. When you see the beauties great and small of creation, seek the LORD. 

When you lack the strength to move on, seek it from the LORD. When you’re 

lonely, sad, frustrated or confused, seek his presence continually. And when 

you seek the LORD and find him you will become a fountain of thankful praise. 

We’ve already had many verbs placed in our basket, but now we come to a primary 

one in this text: remember. First, remember his works. Verses 12-14: 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the 

judgments he uttered, 13O offspring of Israel his servant, children of Jacob, 

his chosen ones! 14He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 
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The word remember is used 172 times in the Hebrew Old Testament, in two main 

ways. First, it is used of God or by God. In Exodus 2 we read “During those 

many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel groaned because 

of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from slavery came 

up to God. 24And God heard their groaning, and remembered his covenant 

with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” When used this way “remember” 

essentially means “call to mind.” In deciding to rescue Israel from Egypt, God 

“called to mind” the covenant promises he had made to the forefathers. 

The second usage is of something people do. In the ten commandments we are told 

to “remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” In Deuteronomy 5 we’re told 

“You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD 

your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched 

arm.” Remembering this way implies meditating on the truth. Remember and 

meditate are paralleled in in Psalm 63 “My soul will be satisfied as with fat 

and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 6when I 

remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night.”  

Whether used of God or man, the call or command to remember often implies doing 

something. In Psalm 79 the people call on God “Do not remember against us 

our former iniquities.” This remembering mean delivering them and atoning 

for their sins. In Numbers 15 God commands the people to put tassels on their 

clothes “for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, 

to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you 

are inclined to whore after. 40So you shall remember and do all my 

commandments, and be holy to your God.” In 1st Chronicles 16 this 

remembering is pointed to his wondrous works, his miracles and his 

judgments. Perhaps the main reference is to the rescue from Egypt which was 

a high point for God’s miracles and works by which he judged the Egyptians 

and called his people for his own name. And when we remember what God 

has done, we also meditate on its significance. Psalm 77:11–12 “I will 

remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. 
12I will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds.”  

So one of the verbs of Thanksgiving, one of the verbs of thankful praise, is to 

remember what God has done. Remember and give thanks for what God has 

done in your life. Remember and give thanks for what God has done for 

others. Remember and give thanks for what God did for his people in the Old 

Testament, and remember and give thanks for what God did in the incarnation, 

sacrifice and resurrection of his Son, Jesus. Why should we remember these 

things? David tells us in verse 13: it’s because we are his servants, we are his 

chosen ones, and, verse 14, he is the Lord our God.  
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If God was merely some impersonal cosmic force then gratitude toward him would 

be foolish and meaningless. But he is in personal relationship to us. He’s 

chosen us to serve him, and he himself is our God. His big idea is that we will 

be his people and he will be our God and he will dwell with us. 

Remember God’s works with thankful praise. The next remember is verses 15-22: 

Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand 

generations, 16the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to 

Isaac, 17which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting 

covenant, 18saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion 

for an inheritance.” 19When you were few in number, of little account, and 

sojourners, 20wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another 

people, 21he allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their 

account, 22saying, “Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!” 

Remember his forever covenant. This is the covenant God made with Abraham, the 

key covenant of the Old Testament. Genesis 15: “On that day the LORD made 

a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the 

river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” He renewed this promise 

to Isaac in Genesis 26 and confirmed it to Jacob in Genesis 35. The heart of 

this covenant was his promise of the land, made to all these generations “To 

you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an inheritance.” 

Not only did he make the covenant, but he kept the covenant. Verses 19 to 22 point 

back again to the time of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, when God’s people were 

truly few in number. When they wandered, he protected them and said, “Don’t 

touch them.” In Genesis 20 Abraham went into the kingdom of Abimelech 

and told Abimelech that Sarah was his sister. God protected Sarah and did not 

allow Abimelech to touch her and told him that Abraham was a prophet. 

That’s probably the incident David is referring to, but the larger point is that 

God is a covenant keeping God who fulfills his promises forever. We are to 

remember with thankful praise that all the promises God has made are true. 

On this side of the cross we are to remember with thankful praise the new covenant 

made through Jesus. God promised a new covenant in Jeremiah 31, a covenant 

in which he would put his laws in our minds and write them on our hearts. He 

would be our God and we would be his people. He would be merciful toward 

our iniquities and remember our sins no more. Jesus himself, according 

Hebrews, is the mediator of this new covenant. “so that those who are called 

may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 

redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.” 
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On the night he was betrayed that Jesus pulled all this together in the Lord’s Supper 

or Communion. 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 For I received from the Lord what I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my 

body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way 

also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” Did you 

catch that? Just as David told the people to remember the Old Covenant, so 

Jesus told us to remember the New Covenant in his blood. And not only to 

remember the covenant, but to remember him, the author of the covenant, the 

perfecter of the covenant. To remember his sinless life and teachings and to 

remember his sacrificial death that redeems us from the transgressions we 

have committed. His incarnate body was killed on our behalf. His blood was 

poured out on our behalf. We also remember his resurrection by which he 

displayed his eternal victory over sin and death and Satan, so that we might 

take hold of the eternal life he promised. There are many reasons in Scripture 

for thanksgiving, but I’m convinced that none come close to the thankful 

praise we should offer for the redemption we have in Christ.  

So remember his works, remember his covenant. Remember is one of the key verbs 

of thanksgiving. But there are many more. Let’s read the rest of David’s song. 

This will sound very familiar, because most of this is also Psalm 96: Sing to 

the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. 24Declare his 

glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 25For 

great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be feared above all 

gods. 26For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made 

the heavens. 27Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in 

his place. 28Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD 

glory and strength! 29Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an 

offering and come before him! Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
30tremble before him, all the earth; yes, the world is established; it shall never 

be moved. 31Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them 

say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” 32Let the sea roar, and all that 

fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! 33Then shall the trees of the 

forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 34Oh give 

thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 35Say 

also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and deliver us from among 

the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your 

praise. 36Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to 

everlasting!” Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.  
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No shortage of verbs in that section, but also some pretty good nouns that describe 

the character and nature of God. The first verb is a repeat, sing, sing to the 

LORD. On Thanksgiving our first focus should be “to the LORD.” Find a time 

to sing – or to speak – to the LORD with thankful praise. Second, tell! Tell 

what? Tell of his salvation from day to day. His salvation, the glory of new 

covenant in his blood, ought to be on our lips every day. But notice that we 

can also tell someone else what we have found. C. S. Lewis said that we love 

to share about, we love to praise that which we enjoy, whether a good movie, 

a good book or a good cup of tea. How much more should we share what 

matters most, the salvation we have found in Jesus. Third: Declare! Declare 

His glory among the nations. Again, this is not entirely vertical. There is an 

element of Thanksgiving that cries out to be shared publicly: that God is good; 

that God is glorious; that God is savior. 

Verses 25 and 26 put more content to our thankful praise: “For great is the LORD,” 

and therefore “greatly to be praised,” We don’t give thanks for something 

awful or even something just normal. We don’t say “God, I thank you because 

you’re a pretty mediocre God.” I could think of some of the idols of Greek 

mythology that it would be hard to praise but easy to say “Man, you’re petty; 

you’re immoral; even you’re powerless.” But it would be foolish to say those 

things about God who has shown himself to be just and righteous and strong.  

Our God is to be feared above all gods. Scripture postulates the existence of other 

gods, the gods of the nations, to compare their presumed greatness to God’s 

actual greatness. Only the God of Abraham, the God of Moses, the God of 

David, the God of Jesus is to be feared. To fear him is to hold him in awe, to 

be overwhelmed by him, to respect him with our hearts and by our obedience, 

and to fear displeasing him, both before and after we become believers. He is 

to be feared above all gods. “For all the gods of the peoples are worthless 

idols, but the LORD made the heavens.” He’s incomparable. Verse 27 

“Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his place.” He 

has the majesty of the greatest king, the strength of the mightiest storm and 

the joy of the most innocent child. He is worthy of thanksgiving. 

Therefore, we should be willing to invest time and energy in thankful praise. Verse 

28 “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory 

and strength! 29Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name.” Another great 

verb “ascribe.” As I tried to explain in children’s corner, one of the definitions 

of ascribe is to see something, often a character quality or attribute, and know 

that it belongs to someone. We see glory and we say “glory is yours.” We 

conceive of strength, and we say strength is yours. This is his due, and all the 

families of the earth, if they were in their right mind, would declare his glory.  
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Verse 29: “Bring an offering and come before him! Worship the LORD in the 

splendor of holiness; 30tremble before him, all the earth.” Commentators can’t 

decide if we are to worship the LORD in the splendor of the holiness he has 

given to us or if we are to worship him in response to the splendor of the 

holiness that is his. I tend to lean toward the latter. We are to fear, we are to 

tremble, and we are to bring an offering, not of a bull or a ram, but of 

ourselves. As Romans 12 says, presenting ourselves as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable to God which is our spiritual worship.  

Verses 31-33 invite all of creation to join in this thankful praise Let the heavens be 

glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, “The LORD 

reigns!” 32Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything 

in it! 33Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he 

comes to judge the earth.” That last phrase may seem a little jarring. All of 

creation is exuberantly praising God – because he’s coming to judge? But we 

saw the explanation of that when we studied Romans 8 last spring: “For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For 

the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 

subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 

to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.” 

Creation takes joy when it sees God coming to judge because judgment means 

liberation from its bondage and glorification for the ones God has saved. 

Verses 34 to 36 are from Psalm 106: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures forever!” This is one of the most common 

refrains in Scripture. It reflects the key truths of God’s goodness, eternity and 

especially his steadfast love. It is because of his steadfast love that we can 

confidently say, verse 35: “Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and 

deliver us from among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name 

and glory in your praise.” He saves. He gathers. He delivers. And he is worthy 

of our thankful praise. Verse 36 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from 

everlasting to everlasting!” Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the 

LORD.” I love that last comment. David gives this song of thankful praise to 

Asaph and his associates, but everyone is listening, and when David finishes 

they add the “Amen,” the so-be-it to his words and they break forth in praise 

to God. Thanksgiving is not for a few. Thanksgiving is for everyone who will 

hear the verbs and respond with praise to the truths about God.  


