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2 Samuel 9:1–13 And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, 

that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2Now there was a servant of 

the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And the 

king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I am your servant.” 3And the king 

said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness 

of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is 

crippled in his feet.” 4The king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the 

king, “He is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” 5Then King 

David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-

debar. 6And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell 

on his face and paid homage. And David said, “Mephibosheth!” And he answered, 

“Behold, I am your servant.” 7And David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will show 

you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the 

land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.” 8And he paid 

homage and said, “What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead 

dog such as I?” 9Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “All 

that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. 
10And you and your sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall 

bring in the produce, that your master’s grandson may have bread to eat. But 

Mephibosheth your master’s grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba had 

fifteen sons and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all 

that my lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant do.” So 

Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like one of the king’s sons. 12And 

Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in 

Ziba’s house became Mephibosheth’s servants. 13So Mephibosheth lived in 

Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet. 
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Carried to the Table 

2 Samuel 9:1-13 
 

Fifteen years ago I preached a message from Genesis 32, the chapter where  Jacob 

wrestles with God. If you remember the setting, Jacob is on his way back to 

Canaan after many years in Paddan-aram where he served his uncle Laban 

and married Rachel and Leah. As he gets close he worries about his upcoming 

meeting with his brother Esau. Jacob had deceived Esau, stolen his birthright 

and their father’s blessing. Jacob had then fled from Esau’s anger, which is 

how he ended up with Laban. But now God has told him to return, and he’s 

worried about Esau’s reception, especially his promise to murder Jacob.  

So he sends Esau gifts ahead of his main party. Then he sends his wives and children 

across the ford of the River Jabbok. Genesis 32:24 “Jacob was left alone. And 

a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw 

that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s 

hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, 

for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless 

me.” 27He said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he 

said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 

striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” 

And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, 

saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 
31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.”  

The big idea of that sermon was that we all need to be broken so that we will cling 

to God. But the thing that stuck in my memory, which I’ve talked about often 

since is that we all walk with a limp. In the sermon I quoted Bruce Waltke 

who said “The limp is the posture of the saint, walking not in physical 

strength, but in spiritual strength.” Paul says in 2nd Corinthians that he pleaded 

with God three times for his weakness to be taken from him. But God said 

‘my strength is made perfect in your weakness, in your limp.’ The limp is the 

posture of the saint. We all have brokenness. We all walk with a limp. This 

morning’s text reminds us of that truth and that our only hope is in God’s 

steadfast love and grace. 2nd Samuel 9 is an amazing episode in David’s life, 

his kindness to Saul’s grandson Mephibosheth. As amazing as David’s 

kindness is, we receive greater kindness from Jesus than Mephibosheth did 

from David. 2nd Samuel 9 shows us, first, David’s desire to show kindness, 

verses 1-4. Second, David’s promise of kindness, verses 5-8, and third, the 

outworking of this kindness in Mephibosheth’s life, verses 9-13.  
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Let’s begin with verses 1-4. And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house 

of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2Now there was 

a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to 

David. The king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” He said, “I am your servant.” 
3And the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may 

show the kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son 

of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” 4The king said to him, “Where is he?” 

And Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, 

at Lo-debar.”  We’re still in the part of 2nd Samuel where David is establishing 

his kingdom. Chapter 7, which we studied last week, showed how David was 

promised an eternal house or dynasty, which Scripture shows to be fulfilled 

in Jesus. Chapters 8 and 10 both show David’s conquests by which he brought 

the kingdom to the full measure promised by God to Abraham and Moses.  

This chapter shows a different kind of establishing, establishing the nature or the 

character of the kingdom. David wants to show kindness. Verse 1 “is there 

still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for 

Jonathan’s sake?” The word kindness throughout this passage is hesed. When 

hesed is something done by a person it is often translated “kindness,” but when 

it is a character quality of God it is translated “steadfast love” or, in the King 

James, “mercy” or  “lovingkindness.” I’m not sure we need the differentiation. 

David wants to show steadfast love, loving kindness, to anyone left in the 

house of Saul, for Jonathan’s sake. This is more than just a warm thought 

toward Jonathan. As part of the covenant of friendship David and Jonathan 

had made in 1st Samuel 20, Jonathan had asked that “when the LORD has cut 

off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth” David would 

“show me unfailing kindness like that of the LORD if I am still alive, so that I 

may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family.” 

Here David is explicitly trying to keep that vow of kindness he had made. 

When David asks this, someone remembers Ziba, who had been a highly placed 

servant in Saul’s house. Ziba may have been Saul’s household steward or 

possibly his estate manager on the lands Saul owned. We don’t know what 

Ziba had done since Saul’s death, but when David summons him, Ziba comes. 

David asks him the same question: “Is there someone I can show kindness 

to?” Ziba says, verse 3 “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his 

feet.” You might have thought, based on our study so far, that Jonathan had 

no sons, because we skipped over a single verse in our text which  provides 

that backstory. 2 Samuel 4:4 “Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was 

crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and 

Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took him up and fled, and as she 

fled in her haste, he fell and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth.” 
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The news from Jezreel was that Jonathan and Saul died in battle with the Philistines. 

This left all the towns of Israel vulnerable, and many of them were occupied 

by the enemy. We don’t know why Jonathan’s wife wasn’t on the scene, but 

there was a nurse or caregiver taking care of Jonathan’s five year old son, 

Mephibosheth. His name means something like “shame destroyer” or “image 

breaker.” That’s interesting because in 1st Chronicles his name is given as 

Merib-baal, where the last part of the name is the name of an idol, Baal. We 

don’t know how he got that name. We wouldn’t expect Jonathan to give it to 

him. Maybe his mother came from an idolatrous family? We don’t know. But 

apparently at some point he got a new name which meant “idol breaker.” 

When Mephibosheth’s caregiver heard about the defeat and deaths she fled from 

Gibeah to escape the Philistines, probably in company with others. They fled 

to Lo-Debar, which was a city on the other side of the Jordan and relatively 

safe. But in this process, as this caregiver was carrying the young boy, he fell. 

We don’t know how it happened, but he landed hard enough or at a bad 

enough angle that he injured both feet. Probably he broke both ankles. In those 

days before reconstructive joint repair, this left him lame in both feet, probably 

unable to walk. In that culture a man with such injuries would often be reduced 

to a life of poverty, possibly even to begging on the streets, to starvation, even 

to death. It is possible Ziba was taking care of him, as the heir of Jonathan, 

but it's also possible this care was at a low level and he was deeply in need. 

If you scan the remaining verses of this chapter you will find no mention of Jesus 

and his work. But just as we did with Jacob back in 2007, I want to sketch an 

analogy between the persons and events of this chapter and us and the work 

of Christ in our lives. I am definitely not the first one to do this. I don’t know 

who the first one was, but the song we’re going to listen to after this message 

was released by Leeland Mooring in 2006, and I assume the idea existed 

before that. So the first step in this analogy is to recognize ourselves as broken, 

lame in both feet, as unable to walk or even take care of ourselves, deeply 

needy and dependent. Leeland’s song begins “Wounded and forsaken, I was 

shattered by the fall. Broken and forgotten, feeling lost and all alone.”  

I was shattered by the fall. Everyone can say that. I know I can feel that. The original 

life, health, purity and righteousness that was given to the first man and 

woman prior to the fall was shattered in that act of rebellion and self interest 

and disobedience that was the taking of the fruit in the Garden. Now we’re all 

broken. It doesn’t’ take much looking at our world to see this brokenness. 

Without going into details, here are the categories from this week’s 

Friendswood Police Activity Report: Burglary, Theft, Fraud, Criminal 

Mischief, Assault, Narcotics, Driving While Intoxicatedand Sexual assault.  
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And Friendswood is frequently rated one of the best places to live in America. Of 

course when we check the Houston Chronicle we get all kinds of murders and 

such, and if we go worldwide on the BBC, one of my favorite news outlets, 

we get things like Russia launching a new wave of missiles at Ukraine in 

retaliation for an explosion on a key bridge to Crimea, and North Korea saying 

that a recent spate of their missile launches were a nuclear attack simulation 

on South Korea. So yeah, there is no way to deny the brokenness of the world. 

But it’s not just the world that is broken. It’s us, each individually. As Aleksandr 

Solzhenitsyn famously said, “the line separating good and evil passes not 

between states nor between social classes nor between political parties, but 

right through every human heart, through all human hearts.” We’re all broken 

by the fall. We are all rebellious against God, we are all hurtful to others in at 

least some ways, we are all selfish. We could talk about the sexual sins that 

are so prevalent within our culture, but Jesus taught us to notice that lust is an 

affliction of our hearts. We could talk about spousal abuse, child abuse and 

neglect, but Jesus taught us to notice the anger which inhabits our hearts, and 

which he elevated to the level of murder. We can talk about the greed and 

selfishness of Wall Street and Hollywood, but we also have to look within and 

see how our own self-interest and comfort drive so many of our decisions and 

choices. And it’s not just what we do but what we fail to do in light of the 

command to love others. We are broken by the fall. Just as we are all Jacob, 

walking with a limp, so too we are all Mephibosheth, lame in every joint. 

That’s the starting point of the analogy. As the text goes on, we recognize that David 

wants to show someone hesed, and now he knows of Mephibosheth, and so 

he brings Mephibosheth in and makes him promises. Verses 5-8. Then King 

David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at 

Lo-debar. 6And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David 

and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said, “Mephibosheth!” And 

he answered, “Behold, I am your servant.” 7And David said to him, “Do not 

fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I 

will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my 

table always.” 8And he paid homage and said, “What is your servant, that you 

should show regard for a dead dog such as I?”  

You have to put yourself Mephibosheth’s place. His grandfather Saul was the enemy 

of David. Saul’s throne was taken from him by God, but David has no reason 

to show kindness to anyone in Saul’s family, clan or tribe. Mephibosheth may 

not even know that his father had a covenant friendship with David. The kid 

was only five years old when his father died and he had this horrible accident 

which crippled him for life. Since that time he’s been a dependent invalid.  
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So, you’re Mephibosheth, sitting there, half cared for in a fetid smelly room in some 

corner of a house now dominated by Ziba, and suddenly he comes and says 

“David wants to see you.” What do you immediately think of? “He’s going to 

kill me. I’m the last surviving heir of Saul. I’m done for.” Normally you’d be 

right. That’s the way things were done in those days. So when he comes before 

David he falls on his face and pays homage. He recognizes David as king and 

by implication renounces any claim of his own. “Behold, I am your servant.” 

He’s not trying to get kindness he’s just trying to get out of there with his life. 

He has to be totally shocked when David says “Do not fear, for I will show you 

kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the 

land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.” You expect 

retribution for the sake of your grandfather Saul. Instead you are offered hesed 

for the sake of your father Jonathan. Do you remember the definition of  

hesed? Michael Card’s definition: “When the person from whom I have a right 

to expect nothing gives me everything.” As far as Mephibosheth knew, he had 

no right to expect anything. What better human example of this God’s 

kindness or steadfast love could there be than this moment in David’s life.  

Specifically, he says “I’ll restore to you all the land of Saul your father and you shall 

eat at my table always.” The first promise is not about restoring the kingdom 

of Saul to Mephibosheth, but about restoring Saul’s private lands, his estates. 

Again, Mephibosheth doesn’t deserve these lands, but David gives them by 

grace. But more significant is he’s invited to eat at the king’s table. Despite 

the fact that David had once said that the lame and the blind would never enter 

Jerusalem, in practice he offers grace and kindness to the lame. Not just by 

providing for him – the lands would do that – but by bringing him to his own 

table. Leland Ryken says “It was a mark of great honor to eat at the king’s 

table. It is to enjoy the favor, protection, prosperity and power of the king.”  

We’ve talked before about table fellowship, about its centrality to Jesus’ life, about 

the Passover table in the Old Testament and the communion table in the New. 

We’ve talked about Rosaria Butterfield’s book “The Gospel Comes with a 

House Key.” An invitation to table fellowship is an invitation to shared life. I 

ran across an article by Dallas Seminary professor Barry Jones which captures 

the beauty of the shared table in a few sentences. He says “A few months 

before we married, my wife and I purchased our first piece of furniture, a well-

worn antique English pub table. We paid more for it than we could afford at 

the time, but it had just the right combination of refinement and scruff to suit 

our sense of style. And it fit nicely into our small apartment. More than a 

decade later, when the time came to replace the pub table with something that 

better suited our growing family, we could not bring ourselves to get rid of it.  
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After countless meals together, often shared with family and friends, that table had 

become an icon of God’s grace and goodness. To take up a place at that table 

was to occupy sacred space. The people we loved most sat with us there. 

Meals were shared. Stories were told. Sins were confessed. We laughed 

together and cried together. Together we remembered where we’d been, and 

we dreamed of where we might one day go. We prayed at that table. And there 

we experienced God’s nearness, God’s kindness, and God’s love.”  

This is what David was offering to Mephibosheth. And, in the analogy, this is what 

God offers us. Leeland’s song says “Summoned by the King into the Master's 

courts. Lifted by the Savior and cradled in His arms. I was carried to the table. 

Seated where I don't belong. Carried to the table. Swept away by His love. 

And I don't see my brokenness anymore when I'm seated at the table of the 

Lord.” By the grace of Jesus we are summoned by the king, we are lifted by 

the Savior and our brokenness, lameness, no longer counts. Our brokenness is 

sin and rebellion and selfishness. We are lame in both feet, undeserving of the 

king’s love. Yet it is because of his love we are reconciled. We don’t deserve 

relationship, don’t deserve a place at his table, but by grace he brings us in 

and lifts us up, redeems and rescues us. His love seeks someone to show hesed 

to, undeserved kindness. And as Leeland says, he carries us, like the shepherd 

who finds the lost sheep. We are carried into provision, into the favor, 

protection, prosperity and power of the king. 

So far we’ve seen David seeking someone to show kindness to, we’ve seen him 

bringing that person in and making these great promises. In the rest of the  

chapter we see the outworking of those promises. Verses 9-13 Then the king 

called Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to 

all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. 10You and your sons and 

your servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that 

your master’s grandson may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your 

master’s grandson shall always eat at my table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons 

and twenty servants. 11Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all my lord 

the king commands his servant, so will your servant do.” So Mephibosheth 

ate at David’s table, like one of the king’s sons. 12And Mephibosheth had a 

young son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba’s house became 

Mephibosheth’s servants. 13So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate 

always at the king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet.  

Ziba is made the estate manager, along with his fifteen sons and twenty servants. It 

must have been a pretty big estate.  I don’t know what Ziba was doing prior 

to this, but I wonder if he had claimed the land for himself and if this estate 

management on behalf of another was come-down for him.  
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The reason I don’t think well of Ziba is because of his subsequent behavior. When 

David had to flee Jerusalem at the time of his son Absalom’s rebellion, there 

Ziba came out and met David with donkeys and food supplies for the king and 

his fleeing men. When David asked him “Where is Mephibosheth, Ziba said 

“Behold, he remains in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will 

give me back the kingdom of my father.’ ” 4Then the king said to Ziba, 

“Behold, all that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.” It turned out Ziba 

was lying. When David returned to Jerusalem he found Mephibosheth had 

fasted and refused to shave or even change his clothes until the king came 

back in safety. When David said “Why did you not go with me, 

Mephibosheth?” he told David that Ziba had deceived him, taking advantage 

of his lameness, not providing him with a donkey to ride on and leaving him 

behind. Some commentators say it was Mephibosheth who was lying and Ziba 

telling the truth, but the tone of the events seems to me to weigh against Ziba. 

In any event, at this time Ziba promises fidelity to Mephibosheth and to David’s 

word and plan and, verse 11 “So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like one 

of the king’s sons.” I love that line too. This one who was unworthy and 

broken is brought into relationship and honor “like one of the king’s sons.” 

This kind of honored provision is common in Scripture. Isaiah 25 is a favorite. 

“On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 

food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well 

refined. 7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 

over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up 

death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 

reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 

spoken.” Also Isaiah 55 “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for that 

which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen 

diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will 

make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.  

Jesus talks about this all the time. In Matthew 22 he says “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son.” That’s 

right. Jesus is the Son and we’re invited to the feast. In Matthew 8 he says that  

“many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” When he institutes the Lord’s supper 

he concludes by saying “I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  In 

Revelation this table fellowship is called “the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  
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“Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many 

waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! 

For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7Let us rejoice and exult and give 

him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made 

herself ready; 8it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 

pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9And the angel 

said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”  

To complete the chapter, we learn in verse 12 that “Mephibosheth had a young son, 

whose name was Mica.” Mephibosheth was five when he was crippled. We 

know that seven and a half years elapsed till David became king in Jerusalem. 

Apparently this comment, and even this whole episode occurs enough later 

that Mephibosheth, despite his impairment, has married and had a child. 

Finally, verse 13: “So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate always at the 

king’s table. Now he was lame in both his feet.” Notice the repetition of table 

fellowship. The king brings us near, seats us at his table and provides for us. 

But notice also that Mephibosheth is still lame. David has no power to heal 

him, though in our analogy Jesus does. In that day, in the feast on the 

mountain, in the marriage supper of the Lamb we will no longer be lame. Even 

now we experience restoration and are enabled to walk in newness of life. But 

in that day there will be no more tears or mourning or crying or pain for the 

old order of things will have passed away. Even now we have a  relationship 

with the king, and forgiveness, redemption and reconciliation. In that day we 

will see him face to face, we will know fully, as we have been known, and 

this corruptible will have put on incorruption. We will fully receive the favor, 

protection, prosperity and power of the king. 

This message isn’t over. We have one more table to discuss. Before we do I want to 

play the song I’ve been talking about, “Carried to the Table,” which was 

inspired by the chapter we’ve just studied. Songwriter Leeland Mooring says  

“We’re broken people. We have sin in our lives and we outcast ourselves from 

God’s kingdom. But God’s love is constantly chasing after us, as David 

sought out Mephibosheth. I think when we are taken in by God’s love, we are 

brought into his kingdom and brought to his table. We’re saved by grace. No 

one can see that we are hurt because we’re covered by the blood of Jesus.” 


