
How Shall a King Honor God? 

2 Samuel 5, 6 
 

Series: David 2022 

Preaching Date: October 2, 2022 

Chapters: 2 Samuel 5,6 

Worship: Seeking the Lord 

Key Text: 2 Samuel 5:17-25 

Key Sentence: We honor God by seeking his will and doing things his way. 

Outline: 

I. Recognize the LORD’s work (2 Samuel 5:1-16) 

II. David Inquires of the Lord (2 Samuel 5:17-25) 

III. David Brings Up the Ark (2 Samuel 6:1-23) 

 

2 Samuel 5:17–25 When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king 

over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it 

and went down to the stronghold. 18Now the Philistines had come and spread out in 

the Valley of Rephaim. 19And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up against 

the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” And the LORD said to David, 

“Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 20And David came 

to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, “The LORD has 

broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood.” Therefore the name 

of that place is called Baal-perazim. 21And the Philistines left their idols there, and 

David and his men carried them away. 22And the Philistines came up yet again and 

spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23And when David inquired of the LORD, he 

said, “You shall not go up; go around to their rear, and come against them opposite 

the balsam trees. 24And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the 

balsam trees, then rouse yourself, for then the LORD has gone out before you to 

strike down the army of the Philistines.” 25And David did as the LORD commanded 

him, and struck down the Philistines from Geba to Gezer. 
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How Shall a King Honor God? 

2 Samuel 5,6 
 

This message is called “How Shall a King Honor God?” Today we’ll be reminded 

of three key ways David honored God in his kingship from 2nd Samuel 5 and 

6. But the larger question “how does anyone honor God?” What common 

behaviors separate those honoring God in their lives from those who are not? 

When I went to seminary at Trinity Evangelical Divinity school I met a young man 

named Saji Lukos. Saji was from India. At the end of his time in seminary he 

started an organization called Reaching Indians Ministries International, 

known in India as Mission India. Saji grew up in Kerala state in South India, 

one of the few historically Christian areas of the country. But his family was 

only nominally Christian and Saji did not come to know Christ as his Savior 

until he was in college, orking toward a business degree. Two young Christian 

evangelists visited him in his dorm. He resisted their message for a while, but 

on April 30, 1979 he surrendered his life to Christ. 

In the next few years Saji grew in his Christian faith, began to lead members of his 

family – eventually his whole family – to Christ, got involved in evangelistic 

ministries and met and married his wife Moni. But on some level he was still 

pursuing “the American dream.” In 1988 he decided that the best way to 

support his extended family, his responsibility as the first-born, was to move 

to the U.S. to earn a living. But as soon as he got to the U.S. he regretted the 

decision. He says “I could not get India’s spiritual need out of my mind. With 

every passing day my passion to minister in my homeland grew.” Yet he knew 

that if he gave in to God’s call to ministry it meant giving up his financial 

security and his American Dream. He says “I had to decide between 

materialism and following God’s call.” 

God’s call won. Saji turned from his secular vision and began to pursue God’s vision 

for reaching the Indian people. The first step turned out to be attending a good 

theological seminary, to get a deeper grounding in the faith. That’s where Saji 

and I met. I didn’t know him well, but I enjoyed talking to him and enjoyed 

his vision and commitment. Gail and I had dinner at least once at his and 

Moni’s apartment and we decided that given the opportunity we’d support his 

ministry. Trinity Fellowship continues to support RIMI to this day. 

I’ve told this story for a specific reason. Saji wanted to serve God as soon as he 

became a believer. Nonetheless, when he left India and came to America to 

pursue a business career, he wasn’t serving God God’s way.  
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He soon figured that out, and God used the detour to America to train Saji and to 

connect American Christians like Gail and me to the needs of India. But that 

woudn’t have happened if Saji hadn’t stopped doing things his way and turned 

back to doing things God’s way. How does a king honor God? David reminds 

us today that you honor God by acknowledging his provision, seeking his will 

and doing things his way. This is the same way you and I honor God? 

In 2nd Samuel chapter 5 we see David becoming the king of all Israel and recognizing 

God’s hand in it. Verse 1: Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at 

Hebron and said, “Behold, we are your bone and flesh. 2In times past, when 

Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the 

LORD said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall 

be prince over Israel.’ ” 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at 

Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the 

LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5At Hebron he reigned 

over Judah seven years and six months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all 

Israel and Judah thirty-three years.  

The tribes other than Judah haven’t been very loyal to David so far, and they won’t  

prove loyal at the end of Solomon’s reign, but for the moment they are ready 

to join him. They give three reasons why David should be their king. First, 

kinship. They are all related, “bone and flesh.” Second, ability. It was David 

who led Saul’s army in the years after Goliath’s death. Third, God’s word: 

“the LORD said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you 

shall be prince over Israel.’” This is the first time anyone in Scripture is called 

a shepherd to his people. It’s David’s unique title, though it will also be 

applied to many other leaders of God’s people, and ultimately to Jesus, who 

is the good shepherd, the great shepherd and the chief shepherd. 

For these reasons the elders of all Israel come to David and he makes a covenant 

with them. Notice that David makes the covenant. In previous covenants it 

has been mostly God making the covenant, or a covenant between two people, 

but now David is put in the place of the covenant initiator and guarantor, 

further emphasizing the uniqueness of his kingship, which we will fully 

explore next week. Notice too that David’s age is given here, thirty years, and 

his reign, forty years. This is about the only time stamp that we have on 

David’s life. We really don’t know how old he was when first anointed, or 

when he killed Goliath or when he began his time in the wilderness. But we 

know he began to reign when he was thirty years old. 
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In verses 6 to 10 David conquers the city of Jerusalem and makes it his capital. The 

section includes a humorous twist in that the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the 

fortress city, claim it is so strong it could be defended by the lame and the 

blind. David sees its weakness and tells his men, “if you want to conquer these 

lame and blind defenders, go up the watershaft,” which they do. We learn in 

1st Chronicles that it was our friend Joab who led the way. When David begins 

to reign he says “hey, I don’t want any of those lame and blind folks in my 

house,” by which he didn’t mean the actual lame and blind, but the Jebusites, 

who apparently continued to live outside the ancient bounds of the city. Later 

in 2nd Samuel 24 David goes up the hill outside of the city and buys the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, which becomes the site of the temple.  

In verses 11 to 16 the author of 2nd Samuel tells us a little bit more about David’s 

reign in Jerusalem. First that with the help of Hiram king of Tyre David built 

a house or palace of Cedar. Second that all of this was from God, and third 

that David added more wives and concubines and had more children during 

the time Jerusalem was his capital. We can tell this is a forward-looking 

summary because it includes Solomon, who isn’t born until chapter 12. 

So, David is king because the LORD establishes his kingdom. And David knows it. 

Verse 12 is really the key to this first section: “And David knew that the LORD 

had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for 

the sake of his people Israel.” This kingdom was not won by David’s power 

nor given for David’s merit, but it was established and exalted by God for the 

sake of his people, Israel. The tribes were not particularly faithful to God, 

especially in the time of the Judges, but God was faithful to them and brought 

them together to glorify himself and move his plans and purposes forward. 

That’s our first point. It’s about God, not David, and David knew it. He honored God 

by giving God the credit for the good that had happened to him. How else 

does a king honor God? Our second point is that a king honors God by seeking 

him, by inquiring after his will.  Let’s read 2nd Samuel 5:17–25 When the 

Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, all the 

Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it and went down 

to the stronghold. 18Now the Philistines had come and spread out in the Valley 

of Rephaim. 19And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up against the 

Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” And the LORD said to David, 

“Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your hand.” 20And David 

came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, “The 

LORD has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood.” 

Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim. 21And the Philistines 

left their idols there, and David and his men carried them away. 



2 Samuel 5, 6, Page 4 of 8 
 
22And the Philistines came up yet again and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 

23And when David inquired of the LORD, he said, “You shall not go up; go 

around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam trees. 24And 

when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then 

rouse yourself, for then the LORD has gone out before you to strike down the 

army of the Philistines.” 25And David did as the LORD commanded him, and 

struck down the Philistines from Geba to Gezer. 

The Philistines were Israel’s strongest enemy of Israel throughout 1st and 2nd Samuel. 

In the battle of Mount Gilboa, where Saul and Jonathan died, the Philistines 

defeated and routed Israel’s army, then went on to occupy many of Israel’s 

towns and villages. But as king, David will gradually beat back the Philistines 

to a small region by the shores of the Mediterranean. The point is not that he 

does this: it’s how he does it. He inquires of the LORD. He seeks the LORD and 

his will. Verse 19: “And David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up against 

the Philistines? Will you give them into my hand?” God says “yes, go up,” 

and David routs the Philistines. The second instance is even more interesting. 

Verse 22: when David inquired of the LORD, he said, “You shall not go up; go 

around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam trees.” God 

teaches David the tactics of war: “This would be a good time for an ambush. 

Come around behind them and rout them from the rear.” Yet it is really the 

LORD who does it. “When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the 

balsam trees, then rouse yourself, for then the LORD has gone out before you 

to strike down the army of the Philistines.” 

We honor God when we inquire of him, seek him, seek his will. We’ve already 

talked about this in David’s life. There are a total of seven times in the chapters 

we’re studying that David inquires of the LORD. Every time he does so, things 

go well for him. When he doesn’t, things often go bad. He often makes the 

wrong decisions and choices. It’s not universal, but it’s enough that I’m 

convinced the author of 1st and 2nd Samuel meant us to notice it. 

When we encountered this “inquiring of the LORD” in 1st Samuel 23 we said that it 

was seeking both his person and his guidance, that it involved both a deep 

knowledge of the Scripture and the kind of prayer that listens as well as 

speaks. I’d like to add a couple of other practical thoughts today. First, seeking 

God and his guidance is, very much, an awareness issue. We talked about 

awareness of God a few weeks ago. It’s important to carry awareness of God 

with us throughout our days. But I didn’t mention that the two things intersect. 

Before you can seek God or his guidance in any circumstance, you have to be 

aware that you need it. It’s so easy to make decisions without consulting God 

because you aren’t aware of him at the moment of decision.  
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For example, you might be considering whether to go to small group at Todd’s house 

Thursday night. You think “oh, I’m tired,” “I’m busy,” “I’ve got other things 

I could get done,” and you never quite get around to saying “God, do you want 

me to go to small group this week?”  You’ve got to bring God into decision 

points else you’ll make them on a purely personal and often selfish basis. 

Second practical thought: seeking God and his guidance requires patience. Again, 

we talked about God’s timing a few weeks ago. Seeking God often involves 

waiting on his timing. We think of David saying “Oh God, should I go up 

against the Philistines” God says yes. Next time he asks God says “No. Go 

around and do this another way.” But an equally valid response is “not right 

now. Wait.” “Lord, I’m so frustrated with my job. Should I walk in tomorrow 

and quit?” “Not right now. Wait.” “Wait for what?” “Wait until you’ve got 

another job offer.” Or sometimes his response is “wait, you’ll know it when 

you see it.” I’ve told the story before about our decision to adopt Christina 

and Michael. We knew it was God’s will to adopt, and we’d been approved 

for adoption. We’d been presented with several children that might have been 

adoptable. We’d even had a foster son, Alex, who we’d felt God leading us 

not to adopt. In all those situations we seemed to hear God saying “wait.” 

Then the agency brought Tina and Michael to our attention. When we said 

“God, what should we do?” all the things that had said “no, now is not the 

time,” seemed to disappear. I don’t have time to go into all the ways that God 

affirmed this decision, but I want to show you again the picture that our 

daughter Bethany drew. In this picture our four birth daughters are looking off 

to the sunset. Bethany, the oldest, is holding a little dark haired boy. Abigail 

is hugging a little dark haired girl. And that’s an exact description of Michael 

and Tina when we first met them. But the awesome thing is that Bethany drew 

this picture months before we ever knew about Tina and Michael. When 

you’re seeking God, sometimes he says “wait.” Patience is required. But then 

he says “Go,” and you go. 

The king honors God by giving him credit for all he has done and by seeking him 

and his will. The third way a king honors God is by doing things God’s way. 

Chapter 6 is an incredible story of David bringing the ark of the Covenant to 

Jerusalem and it shows the importance of doing things God’s way. Verse 1: 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2And 

David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-

judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of 

the LORD of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. David is living in 

Jerusalem and he wants the Ark of the Covenant up to be there. The ark was 

in Balaah in the territory of  Judah, which is another name for Kiriath Jearim. 

This is where the ark had resided ever since it was returned by the Philistines.  
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The ark is very reverently described as being “called by the name of the LORD of 

hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim.” God had said that his presence 

would appear over the ark between the golden statues of the cherubim. So you 

can understand why David revered it and wanted it to be in his new capital. 

But it wasn’t brought up very reverently. Verse 3 They carried the ark of God 

on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the 

hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 
4with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark. 5And David and all the 

house of Israel were celebrating before the LORD, with songs and lyres and 

harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. This sounds reverent but 

it wasn’t, because it wasn’t being done God’s way. God had given clear and 

explicit and complete instructions on how the Ark was to be moved. Exodus 

25 says they were to make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold 

and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 

Numbers 4 said that the priests were to prepare the ark for travel and the 

Kohathites of the tribe of Levi were to carry it, but they were not to touch it.  

This is why things go wrong. They didn’t read the instructions. Verse 6 And when 

they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark 

of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his 

error, and he died there beside the ark of God. God was gracious in allowing 

the ark to travel by cart at all. But this violation of the holiness of the ark and 

thus the holiness of God by touching it went beyond. God struck down Uzzah. 

Verse 8: And David was angry because the LORD had broken out against 

Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 9And David was afraid 

of the LORD that day, and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD come to 

me?” 10So David was not willing to take the ark of the LORD into the city of 

David. But David took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

I’m not sure that David had any right to be angry, but he was right to fear the Lord.  

God is not opposed to bringing the ark to Jerusalem. He just wants it to be 

done with the right reverence, that is the reverence of obedience to his word. 

God communicates this by blessing the house of Obed-Edom. When David 

learns of this blessing he tries again. But listen to how differently it’s done: 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom 

to the city of David with rejoicing. 13And when those who bore the ark of the 

LORD had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14And 

David danced before the LORD with all his might. And David was wearing a 

linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the 

LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn.  
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Now the Ark of the Covenant is being carried, per God’s instructions. Every six steps 

David is sacrificing to the LORD, which is a bit of overkill, but understandable. 

David’s reverence is not muted or sad, but joyous, dancing not before the ark 

but before the Lord with all his might. So Israel brought the ark to Jerusalem 

with shouting and with horns blaring and with celebration. A king honors God 

by doing things God’s way, and by doing so with his whole heart.  

In the same way we honor God by doing things God’s way from the heart. One 

example of this would be our giving. There are some Christians who make it 

a point to give ten percent of their income to God. There is nothing wrong 

with that. But it’s not really God’s way, in a New Testament sense.  When 

Paul gives instructions for giving, it’s not a percentage but an attitude that is 

commanded. Like David before the Ark we’re to give generously and 

joyously. 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God 

is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 

things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” Verse 11 “You will 

be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will 

produce thanksgiving to God. 12For the ministry of this service is not only 

supplying the needs of the saints but also overflowing in many thanksgivings 

to God.” This is what giving, God’s way, looks like. We don’t honor God at 

all by doing things grudgingly and under compulsion, whether giving or any 

other part of our Christian life, but we do things God’s way when we do them 

cheerfully, generously and with thanksgiving. 

We could multiply examples, but I do want to point out just one other thing from the 

text. We honor God when we do things his way despite criticism. David gets 

to Jerusalem and puts the ark in the tent of meeting, with burnt offerings and 

peace offerings. David blesses all the assembled throng in the LORD’s name 

and with generosity and joy gives gifts to the whole multitude: bread, meat 

and raisin cakes. But when he gets home that night, what does he find? 

Criticism. His wife Michal has watched the procession from her window with 

her serving women. When she saw David leaping and dancing before the 

LORD, she despised him. When David returned home she confronted him and 

scornfully said “How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering 

himself today before the eyes of his servants’ female servants, as one of the 

vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!” But David, having done things 

God’s way, even wearing the linen ephod of a priest, is not shamed by this 

criticism. He says “It was before the LORD who chose me that I danced, and I 

will celebrate before the LORD 22 I will make myself more contemptible than 

this, and I will be abased in your eyes. But by the female servants of whom 

you have spoken, by them I shall be held in honor.” 
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So how do we honor God? By giving him credit for all he has done. By seeking him 

and his will in all things. By doing things his way, despite criticism. That’s 

pretty clear, eh? Let me close with one more example. Some of you will 

remember Festo Kivengere, who became a Christian during the first waves of 

revival that eventually swept Africa in the 1950’s. Festo and his fellow 

believers were fully convinced that the love of Jesus Christ was revolutionary 

and should be imitated. Festo gave his life to the costly message of reconciling 

love. As Jay Russel writes in the book Ambassadors for Christ, “Without a 

doubt Festo's greatest challenge in sharing God's message of reconciliation 

came during the rule of Idi Amin, dictator of Uganda. During the 1970s Festo's 

ministry had expanded internationally. Yet with the activity and excitement 

this brought, Festo's home country of Uganda was caught in the turmoil of Idi 

Amin's cruel regime. In the first few years of his reign, Uganda's military was 

given blanket power to arrest and execute anyone seen as a threat. Tens of 

thousands of people were deported, tortured, killed, or simply disappeared. 

“By 1977 Amin had become openly hostile to the church, particularly Festo's own 

Anglican Church of Uganda. Within the first few months of that year, Amin 

and his henchmen made headlines worldwide when they targeted and 

murdered Festo's friend and colleague, Anglican Archbishop Janani Luwum. 

A few days later rumors flew that Festo was next on Amin's hit list. With few 

options, Festo and his wife felt God directing them to leave their beloved 

Uganda. Into the dark night Festa and Mera escaped, climbing the mountains 

that stood on the border with neighboring Rwanda. For the next few years they  

lived as refugees in exile. Festo became an international spokesperson for the 

suffering and persecuted church in Uganda. But Festo's heart was troubled. 

How could he lead such a far-reaching ministry of reconciliation when his 

own heart was hard and bitter toward Amin? Festo wrote, "I had to face my 

own attitude towards President Amin and his agents. The Holy Spirit showed 

me that I was getting hard in my spirit, and that my hardness and bitterness 

toward those who were persecuting us would bring spiritual loss. This would 

take away my ability to communicate the love of God, which is the essence 

of my ministry and testimony. So I had to ask for forgiveness from the Lord, 

and for grace to love President Amin more." Out of this struggle with 

reconciling his attitude toward Amin, Festo wrote the book I Love Idi Amin. 

Remarkable. There is nothing more God’s way than love for our enemies.  

So, this is our calling, our way to honor God: to give Him all the credit for what he 

has done, and take none of the glory for ourselves. To seek his guidance in 

every circumstance, with awareness and patience. And to do things not in our 

own way, not in the world’s way, but in His way.  


