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Key Sentence:  

The benefits of justification are glorious, both now and in the future. 
Outline: 
I. Peace with God (Romans 5:1) 
II. Standing in Grace (Romans 5:2) 
III. Rejoicing in Hope (Romans 5:2-4) 
IV. Assurance of His Love (Romans 5:5-8) 
V. Salvation from Wrath (Romans 5:9) 
VI. Reconciliation (Romans 5:10-11) 
 
Romans 5:1–11 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 
 
5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 6For while we were still 
weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 
9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 
 
10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than 
that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received reconciliation. 
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But How Are the Benefits? 
Romans 5:1-11 

 
Many of us have job hunted at one time or another. Maybe you’ve gone through the 

whole process: preparing a resume, signing up with a job search website, 
looking at countless listings, identifying a few might be OK, writing cover 
letters, filling out endless job applications that are all slightly different but all 
boringly the same, finally getting a preliminary interview, then a real 
interview and maybe even an in-person interview and at last the long-for 
words “we will almost certainly be sending you an offer within the week.” 

It's at that point you hope you remember the guidance you’ve received. We’ve all 
been told “Don’t forget to ask about the benefits.” “How are the benefits?” 
How much vacation? Is there a health plan? Is there a 401(k)? Does it have 
matching benefits? Does the company subsidize further education? Etcetera. 
Etcetera.  You really have to find these things out, because it turns out that as 
much as 30 percent of the monetary value of a job is tied up in the benefits. 

The truth is we’re always looking for benefits, even little things. I myself really like 
almost anything that comes with a T-shirt. Yeah, you get a free t-shirt for your 
$100.00 order fee. Other people really like hats. Some of us really like free 
meals. I’ve been reading a book this week about young men who signed up to 
be aviators in World War 2. Ten of these guys went from their college to a 
nearby city, and they were debating whether they wanted to join the Army Air 
Force or Naval Aviation. One of them had heard a rumor that the Army gave 
you a meal chit to a nearby cafeteria if you signed on with them. So these ten 
young men made that crucial decision on the basis of a free meal. 

I do not recommend that approach to spiritual things. It’s important to separate 
crucial issues from side issues in our thinking. In the first four chapters of 
Romans we were confronted with crucial issues. First we were shattered by 
the truth that all have sinned and deserve the wrath of God. But we were 
rescued by the revelation that we can be justified, made righteous in God’s 
sight, by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone because of his 
sacrifice for us. That’s the crucial good news that marks new life for us. But 
it would be wrong to think that justification alone, a legal declaration of 
righteousness, is the only outcome of faith and grace. Far from it. In these next 
four chapters of Romans we are going to see a wondrous array of benefits that 
come along with our justification. We’ll see that our salvation impacts every 
area of our lives, every facet of our existence. 
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But this week, as we begin Romans 5, it’s all about the benefits. The first 11 verses 

show us clearly how glorious these benefits of justification are, both for our 
present lives and for our future hope. Let’s read the whole passage, and I 
encourage you to listen for all the good things that go along with Jesus’ rescue. 
Romans 5:1-11 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for 
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we 
be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 I hear at least six benefits in these verses. The first one is called peace with God. 
The second is our standing on grace. Next is hope even in suffering. Fourth is 
assurance that God loves us. Fifth, we are saved from his wrath. And sixth is 
that we are reconciled to him. These benefits are a cause for great rejoicing. 
They are also the foundation for a revolutionized life as a believer. 

Verse 1: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The opening transitions us from the end of 
Romans 4 where God the Father  “raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who 
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.” That was 
a worthy lead-in to Easter. This is a great follow-up. Moo says “By believing 
in Jesus Christ, the divine agent in God’s climactic act of deliverance, Paul 
and the Roman Christians—and Christians of all ages and places—have been 
declared innocent of all charges justly brought against them.” 

On the basis of justification, being made right in God’s eyes through the sacrifice 
and resurrection of Christ, we now have (first key word) peace with God. 
“Peace” can be understood based on its Old Testament usage, the familiar 
Hebrew word “shalom.” The Greek word before the time of Paul was largely 
negative, as it often is for us. It meant the absence of hostilities.  
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That’s what we usually mean when we long for peace in Ukraine. But the Hebrew 

word meant more than this. It also meant rescue, well-being, and prosperity 
for the people of God; Human flourishing in community. God promises this  
peace throughout the Old Testament. The famous benediction from the book 
of Numbers says “The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his 
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace.” So what Paul is starting with is 
not so much an inner sense of well-being, though it leads to that, as a 
recognition of the blessing that God is giving us in making us right with him.  

This is the foundation for all the other benefits that follow. If we were enemies of 
God then no blessing could flow from him into our lives. But since we have 
peace with God, he is free to give into our lives all these other blessings. It’s 
a little like parenting. There are times when you want to give your child a 
blessing. But their rebellion toward you, their choosing to be at enmity with 
you makes the giving of the blessing impossible. First you have to be 
reconciled, which is the word Paul will use when he sums this up in verse 11. 

So the first and foundational benefit is peace with God, the end of hostilities which 
leads to the blessings of shalom.  The second blessing is our standing in grace. 
Verse 2 “Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  Just as it is 
through Jesus Christ our Lord that we enjoy peace with God, it is through him 
also that “we have access into this grace in which we stand.” The word access 
implies something continuous and ongoing. Because we are now right with 
God, we have continuous, unhindered access to him, through Jesus. But rather 
than making “God” the object of “access,” as we might expect, Paul chooses 
“grace.” We have access to “this grace in which we stand.”  

Paul has already stressed at key points in his argument that all the believer has comes 
by grace. It is the free, unconstrained act of God toward his people. Here that 
grace is specifically that the “state” or “realm” into which God’s redeeming 
work transfers the believer. It is the realm in which “grace reigns,” a realm 
that the opposite to the realm or domain of the law.  Paul will say in chapter 
six that “sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
under grace.” Paul is so focused on God’s work in Christ, in which God’s 
grace was decisively and finally realized, that he can, Moo says, “picture the 
new status of the believer as one in which grace is characteristic and dominant. 
While this grace includes our justification as a key element, it goes beyond 
justification to all that is conveyed to us by God in Christ.” Living in a grace 
system, not a law system is one of the great benefits of our salvation in Christ. 
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But Paul doesn’t mention grace without faith. It is by faith, by trust in the one who 

raised Jesus, that we receive access, enter in and stand in grace. This does not 
make faith a work, for faith by definition is dependence on God. As Ephesians 
2 says “for it is by grace you have been saved through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.” 

The outcome of standing in grace is hope. This is the third benefit. “We rejoice in 
the hope of the glory of God.” This grace-standing hope is not uncertain, like 
ordinary everyday hopes about the weather or health; it is a joyful confident 
expectation which rests on the promises of God. And the object of our hope, 
Paul says, is the glory of God, the radiance of all his perfections which in the 
end will be fully displayed. John Stott has a wonderful riff on this glory, which 
I’m just going to read with the Scripture references on the screen. Stott says 
“Already his glory is being continuously revealed in the heavens and the earth. 
Already it has been uniquely made manifest in Jesus Christ, the incarnate 
Word, most notably in his death and resurrection. One day, however, the 
curtain will be raised and the glory of God will be fully disclosed. First, Jesus 
Christ himself will appear ‘with great power and glory.’ Secondly, we will not 
only see his glory, but be changed into it, so that he will ‘be glorified in his 
holy people.’ Then redeemed human beings, who were created to be ‘the 
image and glory of God’ but now through sin ‘fall short of the glory of God,’ 
will again and in full measure share in his glory. Thirdly, even the groaning 
creation ‘will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God.’ The renewed universe will be 
suffused with its Creator's glory.” All this is the object of our sure hope.  

Our response is to rejoice. Kent Hughes says “The word “rejoice” means to boast in 
the sense of jubilation—exultant rejoicing—to shout about it! We used to fall 
short of the glory of God: now we boast in it! This sets us apart from the rest 
of the world. The Eastern religions offer no hope with their endless upward 
and downward reincarnations. Skeptics see the future as absurd. Evolutionists 
see only random chance. Christians rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

So already Paul has said three things about benefits received by those who are 
justified. These first three relate to the the past, present and future. 'We have 
peace with God' as a result of our past forgiveness. 'We are standing in grace,' 
our present privilege, and “We rejoice in the hope of glory,” our future 
inheritance. It sounds idyllic. It is, until Paul tells us to press on toward this 
hope in the midst of present suffering. Verse 3: “Not only that, but we rejoice 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope.”  
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Some commentators say the suffering in this verse is limited to suffering for the 

faith. That’s certainly included, but with others, I think it’s broader. I think 
it’s all the suffering in a fallen world. We’re to rejoice not just in the midst of 
the benefits we’ve received, but also in the midst of the suffering that remains.  

This suffering can be our grief at the brokenness of the world – think Ukraine; our 
deep hurt over abuse or oppression we’ve seen or received; rejection because 
we cling to our faith; grief over the loss of loved ones or friends; anguish over 
the many relational hurts we’ve received – or given; struggles with jobs or 
finances or health All of these are suffering. But the witness of the New 
Testament is that suffering shapes Christian character. Paul says it here. James 
chapter 1 says it. 1st Peter chapter 1 says it.  

Suffering produces endurance. Stott says “we could not learn endurance without 
suffering because without suffering there would be nothing to endure.” In fact 
secular studies have shown that what Angela Lee Duckworth has labeled ‘grit’ 
is the most important predictor of success in many life circumstances. Grit is 
passion and perseverance – endurance. It’s not surprising, then, that endurance 
leads to character.  The Greek word here means something that has been tested 
and has passed the test. When I used to build pressure vessels we would test 
them at 1.5 times the design pressure. If it could stand up to that much 
overpressure, it would stand up to anything encountered in normal operation.  

Testing produces character. I just finished reading that book by Stephen E. Ambrose 
about B-24 pilots. One of them was George McGovern, who ran for president 
in 1972. On his third mission piloting the B-24 his right-side landing gear 
broke on take-off. He said, “well, we’re in the air anyway, and we can’t 
possibly land with all these bombs and fuel, so let’s fly the mission.” When 
he returned, he made “the best landing of my life.” He set the plane down and 
balanced on the left gear until he was going slowly enough to put the wing on 
the ground. Testing like that produces character. Two missions later anti-
aircraft fire took out two of his four engines. He couldn’t make it back to base 
and had to land on an island with a 2200 foot runway. Incredibly challenging. 
He got the plane stopped at the end of the runway, looking out on a mountain 
with the carcasses of other B-24’s that hadn’t made it. Grit produces character. 

Finally, character leads back to hope. We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, but 
we can take hold of this hope with even more assurance when we have 
endured suffering and been positively shaped by it. We can even rejoice in the 
suffering because we know that it is going to ultimately strengthen us to have 
more confidence in what God is doing, that is, more hope.  
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But Paul is quick to affirm that our hope is not based on our character. Our hope is 

in God, and specifically in the absolute assurance of the love of God. Verse 5: 
“and hope does not put us to shame [or disappoint us], because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 
us.” Our assurance of the love of God is the fourth benefit of our justification. 
Paul first addresses this assurance subjectively. The Holy Spirit is given by 
the Father and the Son to every believer at the moment of their justification,  
their faith. God the Holy Spirit is not passive within us, but pours out God’s 
love into our hearts. The verb has the sense of a continuous outpouring, not 
just a measured amount. Now, I do believe that we can quench the Spirit and 
become insensitive to this outpouring of love, but I also believe that this 
inward experience of God’s love is real and available to all of God’s children. 

But we don’t fully rely on this feeling, this subjective evidence of God’s love. Our 
hope is based on concrete objective evidence as well. Verses 6-8: “For while 
we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.” These verses are rightly a part of many Gospel 
presentations, and for me at least a cornerstone of my understanding of God.  

Yet they are very simple. Notice the words that characterize us. We are, verse 6, 
weak and ungodly, which is a very strong term “godless.” And in verse 8 we 
are sinners. Yet, verse 6, Christ died for us. Verse 7 provides a wonderful and 
practical contrast. “One would scarcely die for a righteous person, though for 
a good person one might possibly dare to die.” I hope you’ve read A Tale of 
Two Cities by Charles Dickens. Some of us think it’s his best. If you have, or 
if you’ve seen a play or a movie, you remember the last scene in which Sydney 
Carton substitutes himself and dies in the place of Charles Darney or Charles 
Evrémonde. “It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever done; it is a 
far, far better rest that I go to, than I have ever known.” We honor the one who 
dies for a good man. But, verse 8 “God shows, demonstrates, proves his love 
for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We were not 
good people. We were sinners. We were not worthy of having someone die 
for us. His death in our place was pure grace. Pure love.  We know God loves 
us, therefore we have hope. And this is an objective hope, based on the 
historical reality of what he’s done, his work on the cross and his resurrection. 

What are the benefits of justification? We have peace with God. We stand in grace. 
We have a joyful hope. We have full assurance of His love. Next, we know 
that we are saved from wrath.  
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Verse 9: “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more 

shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.”  Notice that Paul goes back 
to the basic idea of justification. All have sinned, but we are made right with 
God by the blood of Christ. Therefore we have been saved from the wrath of 
God. Back at the beginning of Romans Paul asserted that “the wrath of God 
is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men.” But not against you, not against me who have trusted Christ for 
salvation. Though we deserved wrath we are saved from it because his blood 
was shed in our place, his life was given for our life, his death was the death 
we should have died. As Jesus put it “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come 
into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” So we are saved from wrath, 
we are saved from judgment. That’s a pretty fundamental benefit. 

But then, in the last two verses, Paul recasts that “salvation from” into a wonderful 
“salvation to” Verse 10: “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 
we be saved by his life.”  Because we are reconciled to God we are not only 
saved from wrath but to life, eternal life as Jesus said in John 5:24. Notice the 
additional description of our ‘before’ state. In verse 6 we were weak, we were 
ungodly. In verse 8 we were sinners. Now in verse 10, we were enemies. Our 
problem was not that we just occasionally sinned. Our problem was that we 
were in full rebellion against God, shaking our fists in his face, putting self 
first and refusing to do his will. We were enemies. But just as the blood of 
Christ saved us from wrath, so the death of Christ reconciled us to God. 

Reconciled is a great word. One of the greatest. It means two warring parties brought 
back together again. It means a father brought back together with his 
rebellious child. It means a husband and a wife, deeply at odds, brought back 
together in love. It means those who were far away are now close, intimately 
close. It is as much or more a relationship word as it is a legal word. We were 
reconciled to God in the death of his Son. This reconciliation was 
accomplished once and for all. In that sense we are reconciled to God now. 
We have the intimate relationship that he longed for now. We have the 
indwelling Holy Spirit who mediates the presence of God, the presence of 
Jesus to us. But this reconciliation is not finished yet, for we still have 
indwelling sin and we still have dying bodies. We still have suffering.  But a 
day will come and is coming when we will be fully and finally saved. Having 
been reconciled by his death we will be saved by his life. The risen Jesus who 
reigns at the right hand of the Father will return to rescue us.  
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Paul doesn’t hesitate to call this final step our salvation. Yes we are saved. But we 

will be saved fully and finally in that day. Our salvation is accomplished but 
not yet complete. The benefit we reap is not just reconciliation, but a final 
salvation to a fully reconciled life. Verse 11 is essentially the wrap-up of this 
line of thought. “More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”   

We have peace with God, verse 1, we rejoice in hope, verse 2, we rejoice even in 
suffering, verse 3, and we rejoice in God verse 11. We rejoice through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we rejoice especially in that great word, that great truth, 
reconciliation. Stott says “Christian exultation in God begins with the 
shamefaced recognition that we have no claim on him at all, continues with 
wondering worship that while we were still sinners and enemies Christ died 
for us, and ends with the humble confidence that he will complete the work 
he has begun. To exult in God is to rejoice not in our privileges but in his 
mercies, not in our possession of him but in his of us.”  

How do we respond to this? Clearly rejoicing should mark the reaction of the 
believer. Paul states our rejoicing as a fact, but he undoubtedly wants to 
encourage any of us who are faltering or downhearted to contemplate again 
what we have in Christ—a new relationship with God that overcomes all 
present adversity and that provides absolute security for the life to come. As 
the great early preacher Chrysostom said: “The fact of his saving us, and 
saving us too when we were in such plight, and doing it by means of his only-
begotten, and not merely by his only-begotten, but by his blood, weaves for 
us endless crowns to glory in.” 

I confess that I’m often on the faltering and downhearted side of this response. At 
times I live life in a minor key, and it is the struggle songs that speak to me. 
But about a week ago I saw a link to a new CityAlight song that is on the 
rejoicing side. It’s not based on these verses, but it reflects these verses 
perfectly, and after I pray, we’ll see a lyric video I made of it this week. 


