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The Priest Who was the Sacrifice 

Hebrews 9:11-14 
 

Series: Easter 2022: Prophet, Priest and King 

Preaching Date: April 14, 2022 

Key Sentence: Jesus came as the great high priest to offer himself as the sacrifice  

Outline: 

Introduction: Prophet, Priest and King 

A Drama in Three Scenes: 

I. The Upper Room (Hebrews 8:6-12) 

II The Garden (Hebrews 2:14-18, Hebrews 5:7) 

III. The Cross (Hebrew 7:26-27, Hebrews 9:11-14) 

 

Message:  
 

Welcome and Prayer 

Call to Worship: And Can It Be? 

Introduction: 

Last Sunday, I introduced our Easter series, “Prophet, Priest, and King.” You may 

remember question 23 of the Westminster Shorter Catechism, which asks “What offices 

does Christ execute as our redeemer? Answer: Christ, as our redeemer, executes the 

offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and 

exaltation.” Jonty Rhodes in Man of Sorrows, King of Glory points out that these three 

job descriptions come together in the promised Messiah, or anointed one, since prophets, 

priests and kings were the ones who were anointed in the Old Testament.  

We first looked at Christ as Prophet and studied what I consider the greatest prophecy in 

Scripture, Christ’s own foretelling of his crucifixion and resurrection. Today we’re going 

to look at Christ as Priest, the priest who was also the sacrifice. On Easter we’ll look at 

Christ as risen and reigning king. 

Our texts today are from the New Testament book of Hebrews, the principal place that 

shows Christ as priest in the New Testament. We’re going to look at the drama of Christ 

as priest in three scenes from Holy Week: Christ as priest in the upper room, Christ as 

priest in the Garden and Christ as priest on the cross. And all I’m going to do tonight is to 

draw lines between the events of Holy Week and the high priest passages in the book of 

Hebrews. Let’s begin with worship, then after the first scene we’ll have worship and 

communion. After the other two scenes we’ll continue to worship. 

Worship Segment 1:  What Love My God? 

    Alas and Did My Savior Bleed? 

Scripture Reading:  

Luke 22:7–13 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had 

to be sacrificed. 8So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for 

us, that we may eat it.” 9They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” 10He said 

to them, “Behold, when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet 
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you. Follow him into the house that he enters 11and tell the master of the house, ‘The 

Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ 12And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare it there.” 13And 

they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.  

Matthew 26:26–29 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke 

it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27And he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28for 

this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 

new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

Scene 1: The Upper Room (Hebrews 8:6-12) 

The first scene in our drama of Christ as Priest takes place in “The Upper Room.” On the 

day of preparation for the Passover, Thursday of Easter Week, Jesus sent two disciples 

into Jerusalem to prepare the Passover meal. A man there had a large house with an upper 

room. Jesus may have arranged in advance to this room, which continued as a meeting 

place for the believers well into the book of Acts. The disciples prepared it, and there 

they celebrated Passover. 

This feast remembered the lambs that were slain in Egypt with the blood placed on the 

doorposts so that the angel of death would pass over and spare the firstborn of their 

families. It remembered escape from Egypt, taking only unleavened bread, as there was 

no time for the bread to rise. It remembered the covenant God made with Israel at Mt. 

Sinai. It celebrated with several moments of sharing unleavened bread or drinking wine 

to commemorate specific events.  

But Jesus modified the celebration. At one of the moments of eating bread, he broke the 

bread, gave thanks, and said “This is my body. Do this in remembrance of me.” He 

placed himself at the center of the symbolism of Passover, making it a remembrance of 

the sacrifice he was about to offer, his body given or broken for us and for our salvation. 

In the same way after they had eaten the Passover meal, Jesus took one of the cups of 

wine, probably the one called “the cup of redemption,” and said “this is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” He placed himself at 

the center of the Passover account, where the lamb’s blood led to redemption from Egypt.  

Now, he says, my blood is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. He calls it my 

blood of the covenant, or “this cup is the new covenant in my blood.”  

This is the connection to Christ as priest. Almost all the ritual of the covenant given  at 

Sinai was carried out or mediated by priests and required blood sacrice. Yet this ritual 

availed little toward true forgiveness of sins. Jesus came as the high priest of a new 

covenant. One of the main points of Hebrews is that Jesus is a merciful and faithful high 

priest in the service of God. He is a high priest not from the tribe of Levi, not a priest 

because of his human descent, but a priest whom God himself has appointed. Unlike the 

Levitical priests, Jesus is “holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted 

above the heavens.”  

Furthermore, Hebrews 8:6 tells us that “Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 

more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better.” The author then quotes 

a key passage from Jeremiah: “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I 

will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 9not like 
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the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and 

so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 10For this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into 

their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 11And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest. 12For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins 

no more.”  

The key here is “new covenant.” Jesus instituted a new covenant in the Lord’s supper, a 

new treaty between God and people, not written on tablets like the law, but written on the 

heart. This covenant promises forgiveness of sins. “I will be merciful toward their 

iniquities and I will remember their sins no more.” But like the old covenant, Jesus says 

the new covenant is also established by blood, even by the blood of a sacrifice. In his 

covenant the blood or life that is poured out is his own, for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

This is what was going on in that upper room. Jesus was announcing his priesthood, 

announcing he would be the sacrifice to inaugurate the promised New Covenant of the 

heart. This would require him to go to the cross, would require payment of sins with his  

life blood. But it would make everything new for us.  

 

Invitation to Communion  

We come to the communion table tonight, remembering that night. For the moment, like 

the disciples, we do not yet see the full meaning of his priesthood, but we receive from 

his hand the bread and the cup, receive from his mouth the truth that in this bread we see 

his body given for us, and in this cup we see his blood poured out for us. Like the 

disciples, we come to this table before Jesus goes to the Garden of Gethsemane, before he 

goes to the cross. But his words in the upper room are what make sense of the garden and 

the cross. Only one pouring out his life for us would face such suffering, shame and sin 

bearing.  

Preparation for Communion: Arise My Soul Arise 

Communion 

Scripture Reading 

Luke 22:39–46 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, 

and the disciples followed him. 40And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray 

that you may not enter into temptation.” 41And he withdrew from them about a stone’s 

throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 

from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43And there appeared to him an 

angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; 

and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45And when 

he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow, 46and 

he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into 

temptation.”  

Scene 2: The Garden (Hebrews 5:7, Hebrews 2:14-18) 
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From the upper room, Jesus and the disciples moved to the Garden of Gethsemane, and 

there we see our great high priest tempted just as we were but without sin. This 

temptation resembles the temptation in the wilderness in that Jesus is tempted to turn 

away from the mission the Father has given him.  He wants to do the Father’s will, but in 

his human nature he recoils from the thought of sin bearing, from the thought of 

becoming the sacrifice that makes atonement.  

So great is the agony of this choice that his sweat became like great drops of blood falling 

down to the ground. Yet he continues to say “not my will but yours be done.”   

Hebrews 5:7 describes this. In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and 

he was heard because of his reverence. We struggle with this a little bit because Jesus 

was not saved from death, at least not from the immediate suffering he anticipated. But it 

doesn’t say he was saved, it says he was heard. The Father answered his prayer by 

allowing him to endure the cross, despising it’s pain for the joy of accomplishing his 

mission and returning both to life and to the right hand of the Father. 

Hebrews tells us this high priest had to be fully human and fully tempted to rescue us. 

Hebrews 2:14-18 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 

likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all those who through fear of death 

were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps 

the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 

to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered 

when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

All this is beginning to be accomplished in Gethsemane. First, Jesus shared in our flesh 

and blood so that, while being fully God, he might share the curse of death with us. Why? 

To destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil. We talk a lot about the 

fact that the purpose of Christ’s death was to pay the price of our sins, and that’s true. But 

his purpose was also to defeat Satan, the enemy whose temptation led to death and who 

still rules over humanity by fear, making people slaves through fear of death. Now that 

the man Jesus Christ has defeated Satan, we are delivered from fear and death.  

Jesus became a man not only so that he could die, not only so he could destroy death but 

so he could become a high priest on our behalf. The High Priest in the Old Testament was 

the man chosen to represent men before God. Jesus became a man to represent men 

before God, a merciful and faithful High Priest. Don’t you love those words? Jesus is 

merciful, choosing in the agony of the Garden to do what benefitted us rather than his 

own will. And he is faithful, doing the will of this Father even when it brought the 

ultimate pain on himself.  

He became a man to make propitiation for the sins of people. We saw that word 

propitiation in Romans a few weeks. He became a sacrifice that makes atonement for the 

sins of the people. It was not for his own sins, but for our sins he suffered and died.  

And because he endured the agony of temptation in the Garden, then went to the cross, he 

is mercifully able to help those who are being tempted now. He knows, he cares, and he 

has done everything to free us from our sin. He is our high priest, representing our need 

before God, bringing a guilt offering and a sin offering before God on our behalf. 
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Let’s worship for another few moments as we reflect on his identification with us and his 

offering of himself. 

Worship Segment 2  O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

Scripture Reading 

Luke 23:33–43 And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 

crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He 

saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you 

are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This 

is the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, 

“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 

you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we 

indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.”  

Matthew 27:45–50 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 

ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

John 19:28–30 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 

Scripture), “I thirst.” 29A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the 

sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30When Jesus had received the 

sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Scene 3: The Cross (Hebrew 7:26-27, Hebrews 9:11-14) 

It is finished. The final cry of Jesus from the cross points to the fact that his work as a 

high priest is done, that his sacrifice of himself was more than enough to accomplish all 

that was needed for our salvation. Hebrews addresses this aspect of his high priestly 

work.  

Hebrews 7:26–27 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, 

innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no 

need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for 

those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 

He was offered once for all. Once for all time. Once for all sinners. Once finally, with no 

need for any follow-up sacrifice or renewed sacrifice. In the words of the old hymn, 

“Jesus paid it all.” And what did his pay it with? He offered up himself. This is the heart 

of the crucifixion, that the one who his holy, innocent and unstained should offer himself 

for you and me, sinners who were defiled, corrupt and deeply stained by sin. This is the 

climax of his high priestly work. 

The author of Hebrews expands on this. Hebrews 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a 

high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect 

tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the 

holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, 
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thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 

sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the 

flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God.  

 Just as the earthly high priest served in the earthly tabernacle, so the perfect high priest 

served in a heavenly one, in the presence of God. The earthly tabernacle was a symbolic 

representation of the holiness of the presence of God. Jesus, as our high priest, did not 

enter into that holy place through the blood of goats and sheep, bulls and calves, though 

these sacrifices were required to enter the holy places of the earthly tabernacle. Jesus was 

the sacrifice. This is what is happening on the cross. When Jesus says “it is finished,” he 

means that his own life blood has now paid the price of sin. 

Verse 13 “The blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 

ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh.” This too refers to the ritual of 

the tabernacle, where goat and bulls were offered, and to the ritual where the ashes of a 

red heifer, consumed by fire, were mixed with water and sprinkled on people to cleanse 

from ritual defilement. But all this only served to cleanse ritual uncleanness. The purity 

only went skin deep. “How much more,” the author says, “will the blood of Christ purify 

our consciences. Our consciences are like a measuring stick, an oil dipstick, revealing the 

stain of sin within us.   

But Jesus, our high priest, offered himself without blemish, without the stain of sin, to 

God, through the Spirit, and he is able to purify our consciences where dead works, the 

works of the law, any good that we attempt were powerless in our spiritual deadness. 

Purified by him, we can now serve the living God with a clear conscience. 

Jesus is our high priest. He’s the high priest in the upper room, revealing to us the new 

ritual by which we remember and recreate his sacrifice. He’s our high priest in the 

Garden, agonizing over the weight of our sin that would soon descend on him, but not 

giving in to the temptation. Most of all he’s our high priest on the cross, as in that agony 

he offers himself as the sinless sacrifice, and bears the weight through darkness and 

agony to finish the work of rescue. 

Video: Tetelestai 

Closing Worship  

 There is a Fountain 

 Nothing but the Blood 

When I Survey 

God Rested 

Closing Prayer 

 

 


