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“What is your view of God today?” 

2 Chronicles 14:1-15 

 

Let me start off by asking a question, what is your view of God today? Do you view Him as big, 

mighty, powerful, present, and victorious? Or do you view Him as small, weak, not caring, not 

listening, not a mighty helper, and not someone you can fully put your trust in? This question is 

key to our lives today. Why? Because our view of God will determine how we live. In other 

words, whatever our belief is about God will determine our actions. Listen to these verses, 

Psalm 145:3, “Yahweh is great and is highly praised; His greatness is unsearchable.” Isaiah 

40:28, “Do you know? Have you not heard? Yahweh is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 

whole earth. He never grows faint or weary; there is no limit to His understanding.” And 

Jeremiah 32:27, “Look, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too difficult for Me?” Do 

we believe this? Is this your view of God today or have you made Him too small in your eyes? 

Because the truth is, God is big, mighty, and powerful! So, in our text today, we will see that 

having the right view of God, leads to trust, peace, and victory in our lives. So, great things can 

happen when we have the right perspective of who God is! 

So, this morning, we are going to dive into a great Old Testament story about Judah’s king Asa. 

So, if you have your Bible, open up to 2 Chronicles chapter 14, starting in verse 1, “Abijah rested 

with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. His son Asa became king in his place. During 

his reign the land experienced peace for 10 years.” Many of the good kings of Judah are 

described as doing good and right in the sight of the LORD his God. But, Abijah is not described 

in this way, instead he’s described in 1 Kings chapter 15 (verse 3) like this, “Abijah walked in all 

the sins his father had done before him, and he was not completely devoted to the LORD his 

God as his ancestor David had been.” Scripture indicates that he believed in God, and even at 

times trusted in Him, but he was not fully devoted to Him. Asa, his son was different. He took 

his father’s place as king after his death and sat on David’s throne for 41 years; and there was 

peace in the land for 10 years. Asa did not follow in the ways of his father, but as verse 2 tells 

us, “Asa did what was good and right in the sight of the LORD his God.”  
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Only by God’s grace can this happen. Like us today, Asa lived in a wicked culture, and for him to 

believe in God, love God, and live for God when it was hard to do so, can only be credited to 

God’s grace in Asa’s life. And praise God for His grace in ours as well! So, what did Asa do that 

was good and right in God’s eyes, verse 3-5, “He removed the pagan altars and the high places. 

He shattered their sacred pillars and chopped down their Asherah poles. 4 He told the people of 

Judah to seek the LORD God of their ancestors and to carry out the instruction and the 

commands. 5 He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of 

Judah, and the kingdom experienced peace under him.” He not only loved God and lived for 

God, but he wanted others to do the same. Asa worked hard to remove sin and temptation 

from the land. These places of false worship had to go. Asa was willing to go against his culture 

to stand for his God and to stand for truth. And as we look around and see truth being ripped 

out of our culture, we too need to be like Asa and take a stand for what is right.  

So, these places of worship were wicked places. The altars, the high places, the sacred pillars, 

the Asherah poles, and the incense altars were all used to worship false gods. And Asa said, 

enough is enough. All of it has to go! So, he removed all of it. Not only that, but he called the 

people back to God. “He told the people of Judah to seek the LORD God of their ancestors and to 

carry out the instruction and the commands.” In other words, repent. And that is exactly what 

our nation today needs to hear; repent and turn back to God. This is hard, but we must be vocal 

about truth. We must be vocal about telling our friends to turn from sin. And we must be like 

Asa and encourage those around us to put God first in their lives.  

So, what about you today? As Asa purged these wicked places from the land, what needs to 

come out of your life today? Is there sin in your life that you need to get rid of? What needs to 

be removed? What needs to be chopped down? And what needs to be shattered in your life 

today so that you can live a good and righteous life in the sight of the Lord. And it’s interesting, 

after removing these high places and calling the people back to God, verse 5 tells us that “…the 

kingdom experienced peace under him.” And there’s that word again, peace. God gave peace 

when they were doing what was good and right. You want peace in your life today? Turn from 

sin and turn back to God. You will never have peace while sin is reigning in your life. 
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So, because there was peace in the land, Asa sat on his back porch, put his feet up, drank 

lemonade, and did nothing. No, that’s not how it happened---verses 6-7, “Because the land 

experienced peace, Asa built fortified cities in Judah. No one made war with him in those days 

because the LORD gave him rest. 7 So he said to the people of Judah, “Let’s build these cities and 

surround them with walls and towers, with doors and bars. The land is still ours because we 

sought the LORD our God. We sought Him and He gave us rest on every side.” So they built and 

succeeded” 

Even though there was peace, this was not a time to do nothing. Rather, this was a time to be 

proactive. Since there was peace and no one made war with them, this was the perfect time to 

build fortified cities in case there was an attack from the enemy in the future. So often for us, 

when there’s peace in our lives, we get lazy, we don’t want to do anything because everything 

is fine, but this is the perfect time to examine our lives to see if any changes need to take place. 

And again, the word peace is used in verse 6 and twice in this passage we see the word rest. 

This rest that Asa experienced came from the LORD. God blessed them with rest since they 

were seeking Him and putting Him first. And because they were seeking God, God was a shield 

for them. He protected them from the enemy. There was no war in those days because of the 

Lord. 

And how comforting that is to us today, that the Lord protects us. He watches over us and 

guards us. Peace and rest come through Him. Jesus said, (Matthew 11:28-29) “Come to Me, all 

of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 All of you, take up My yoke and 

learn from Me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for yourselves.” 

I’m sure many of us here today are weary, burdened, and troubled. But, in the midst of that, 

when we go to Jesus, we can find the rest that we all so desperately need. And notice, our 

peace and rest come through Jesus, not from the things of this world. Running after fame, 

money, success, drugs, sex, getting more likes, getting more friends on Instagram, getting the 

new car, or getting the new cool pair of shoes; these things will never give you true peace and 

rest; it’s only through Jesus! 
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And one important principle that we get out of these verses, is that we don’t do nothing! God 

always does His part. So, we need to do ours; we always have a role to play. We don’t just trust 

and pray and expect God to do everything, we always have a job to do. God always has work for 

us to accomplish. So, we trust the Lord, we work; we do our part! 

So, for you today, is there something you need to add to your life? Asa built up his city. Are 

there things that you need to do, to be better prepared for when the attacks come? You may 

have peace and rest today, but the enemy will always try to steal your joy. He’s always trying to 

find the loose board to get in through. As Asa built up the cities, what do you need to do in your 

life to become stronger? Maybe you need to add extra prayer, extra Bible reading, Scripture 

memorization, accountability, joining a small group, or maybe it’s fasting. So, just as a boxer 

gets into top physical condition before his next fight, so we too need to examine your life today 

to see if there are areas that we may need to strengthen before the next attack comes.   

So, not only did Asa fortify the cities, but he had a huge army, verses 8-10, “Asa had an army of 

300,000 from Judah bearing large shields and spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin bearing 

regular shields and drawing the bow. All these were brave warriors. 9 Then Zerah the Cushite 

came against them with an army of one million men and 300 chariots. They came as far as 

Mareshah. 10 So Asa marched out against him and lined up in battle formation in the Valley of 

Zephathah at Mareshah.” 

So, here’s king Asa, he’s doing everything right, but the attack still came, a huge trial still came 

into his life. He’s doing what is good and right in the sight of the LORD. He removed all the 

wicked places of false worship in the land, he was telling the people to follow God, he was 

being proactive in his life, he was working hard and not being lazy, and still bad stuff happened. 

Do you every feel like that? I’m doing everything right……. why does bad things still happen to 

me? Well, one reason is that the enemy does not want you on top of the mountain, he will 

always try to bring you down. That’s why we always need to be prepared for his attacks 

because again, they will come.  



5 
 

Asa had a big army, almost 600,000 mighty warriors who were skilled with the shield, spears, 

and with the bow. But, here comes Zerah, a pharaoh of the Twenty-second dynasty of Egypt. 

So, this Ethiopian, which literally means, “the Cushite” comes against Asa with 1 million men 

and 300 chariots. Asa is almost outnumbered 2 to 1. Things are not looking good for Asa and his 

army. So, Asa marches out and lines up in battle formation in the Valley of Zephathah in 

Mareshah, which is about 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem. Asa and his men stand there 

looking at over 1 million warriors ready to come against them.  

What army are you facing today? What huge obstacle is in your life today? What are you 

overwhelmed with? What looks impossible to you today? Maybe it your health, maybe it’s your 

job, maybe it’s your marriage, maybe it’s your children, maybe it’s your finances, maybe it’s 

depression and you just can’t overcome it, or maybe it’s a broken relationship that you think 

can never be repaired. Look, going through this life, it seems like we are always outnumbered, 

don’t have the answers, and as soon as we get through one attack or one trial, then another 

one comes at us. We are constantly being attacked, and constantly going through trials. Life is 

hard; life is difficult. I’m sure all of us today feel overwhelmed with the mighty armies that are 

coming against today. We are all under attack in one way or the other. We are all facing 

something today. So, what do we do? Asa now points us in the right direction.   

Well, this vast army comes against Asa, what does he do? (Verse 11) “Then Asa cried out to 

the LORD his God: “LORD, there is no one besides You to help the mighty and those without 

strength. Help us, LORD our God, for we depend on You, and in Your name we have come 

against this large army. Yahweh, You are our God. Do not let a mere mortal hinder You.” 

Humanly speaking, Asa was in a hopeless position and being victorious against this vast army 

looked impossible. But, there is nothing too hard for the God of the universe. Asa calls out to 

his God. He knew God, had a relationship with Him, and knew that He was the Almighty King of 

the universe. He recognized that no one compares to Him. No one was as strong as Him. He 

knew that only God could help the weak and that only God was a mighty helper in times of 

trouble. So, he calls out to God, depends on Him, and trust Him. So, it didn’t matter if it was 1 
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million men or 10 million men coming against him, Asa knew that Yahweh was God and that his 

best defense against this mighty army, was trusting in the LORD! Asa clearly had the right view 

of who God is! 

So, what is your view of God today? Do you view Him as Asa did, or not? When you are in 

situations like this, is this your first response to call upon God and to trust Him, or do you take 

matters into your own hands? Do you try to fix your problems yourself and not rely upon the 

power of God? I don’t know how times I’ve been frustrated trying to get the trimmer cord to 

work right in my trimmer with no positive results. But, often when I stop and ask God to help 

me, then all of a sudden it works. So often we don’t think God can help, we don’t think He 

cares, and we just don’t believe He’ll answer us. So, we leave God out of our problems and just 

try to deal with it ourselves. But the problem is, when these armies are coming against us, we 

are totally outnumbered; we can’t win. We need God’s power in our lives to be victorious. Asa 

totally depended on God in this situation and that’s what we need to do too! 

So, Asa calls on the LORD for help, and what was the LORD’s response? (Verses 12-15) “So 

the LORD routed the Cushites before Asa and before Judah, and the Cushites fled. 13 Then Asa 

and the people who were with him pursued them as far as Gerar. The Cushites fell until they 

had no survivors, for they were crushed before Yahweh and His army. So the people of Judah 

carried off a great supply of loot. 14 Then they attacked all the cities around Gerar because the 

terror of the LORD was on them. They also plundered all the cities, since there was a great deal 

of plunder in them. 15 They also attacked the tents of the herdsmen and captured many sheep 

and camels. Then they returned to Jerusalem.” 

Again, Asa was in a hopeless situation, but God. God showed up. God came through in a 

miraculous way. God just completely destroyed the enemy army. A 1 million man army, 300 

chariots, no problem for the God of the universe. We have no details here of how the LORD did 

it, all we know is the LORD routed the Cushites and they fled from Asa and his army. So, 

because of Asa’s faith, he was rewarded with a victory over his enemy.  
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And what a victory this was! The Cushites fled to Gerar, which is about 20 miles further 

southwest of Mareshah. When Asa got there, he plundered Gerar and the surrounding villages, 

because the terror of the LORD was on the people. The people knew God was in this. They 

knew they could not win against the LORD. Exodus 15:3 tells us, “The LORD is a warrior; Yahweh 

is His name.” The LORD fought against this army and won easily. After the victory, Asa returned 

to Jerusalem in triumph, with plunder that included many animals as well as other material 

goods. This vast enemy was completely destroyed. There were no survivors, the LORD crushed 

all of them. Judah had no more war with Egypt for 170 years. There is nothing too difficult for 

our God. His power is limitless.  

Probably most of you know most of my story, but years ago…(God is just looking for a hearts 

that are devoted to Him, and then He can do great things) 

So, after this huge victory (2 Chronicles 15:1-4), “The Spirit of God came on Azariah son of 

Oded. 2 So he went out to meet Asa and said to him, “Asa and all Judah and Benjamin, hear me. 

The LORD is with you when you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you 

abandon Him, He will abandon you. 3 For many years Israel has been without the true 

God, without a teaching priest, and without instruction, 4 but when they turned to the LORD God 

of Israel in their distress and sought Him, He was found by them.” 

After hearing these words from the prophet, revival broke out. Asa removed the detestable 

idols from the whole land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities he had just captured. He 

renovated the altar of the LORD and gathered all the people of the land to offer a sacrifice to 

the Lord.  

(2 Chronicles 15:10-16) “They were gathered in Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth 

year of Asa’s reign. 11 At that time they sacrificed to the LORD 700 cattle and 7,000 sheep from 

all the plunder they had brought. 12 Then they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of 

their ancestors with all their mind and all their heart. 13 Whoever would not seek the LORD God 

of Israel would be put to death, young or old, man or woman. 14 They took an oath to 

the LORD in a loud voice, with shouting, with trumpets, and with rams’ horns. 15 All Judah 
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rejoiced over the oath, for they had sworn it with all their mind. They had sought Him with all 

their heart, and He was found by them. So the LORD gave them rest on every side. 16 King 

Asa also removed Maacah, his grandmother, from being queen mother because she had made 

an obscene image of Asherah. Asa chopped down her obscene image, then crushed it and 

burned it in the Kidron Valley.” 

Revival and rejoicing broke out in the land because the people had turned back to God. God 

was there the whole time; He was just waiting for the people to turn back to Him. 2 Chronicles 

16:9 says, “For the eyes of Yahweh roam throughout the earth to show Himself strong for those 

whose hearts are completely His….” God was waiting for the people to turn back to Him before 

doing great things! 

So, you may be here today and feel far away from the Lord. Maybe sin has separated you from 

the Lord. Maybe you’ve just been lazy with your relationship with Him. Maybe you’ve been 

seeking other things rather than seeking God in your life. Whatever the reason, be encouraged 

that He is here and just waiting for you to turn back to Him. The Lord is always with us. He will 

never leave us nor forsake us, but He’s waiting for us to seek Him. When we seek Him, we will 

find Him. How encouraging these words were to Asa and the people, “The LORD is with 

you when you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you….” And today, God is the 

same. If we seek Him with all of our heart, we will find Him, and when we do, God can then 

show Himself strong in our lives. And we too, can have revival and rejoicing in our lives.  

And one thing I find unbelievable and encouraging about this, is that all of this happened 

because of one man’s love for the Lord. Because Asa loved God, trusted God, depended on 

God, obeyed God, and pointed people to God, great things happened. So, because of one man’s 

devotion to the Lord, revival, victory, and rejoicing broke out in the land. What great things 

could God be wanting to do in our lives today, if only we would turn back to Him and seek Him 

with all of our hearts?  

So, Asa was on top of the mountain. There was victory, revival, rejoicing, and there was no 

more war. God had given them rest on every side. But, I wouldn’t be a good pastor if I didn’t tell 
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you the rest of the story. (2 Chronicles 16:1) “In the thirty-sixth year of Asa, Israel’s King Baasha 

went to war against Judah…” So, here we go again, another enemy army comes against Asa. 

Asa has been through this before, he should know what to do, but what does he do? Does he 

call upon God, depend upon God, and rely on God’s power? No, instead of trusting God, he 

puts his trust and hope in man, (2 Chronicles 16:2-3) “So Asa brought out the silver and gold 

from the treasuries of the LORD’s temple and the royal palace and sent it to Aram’s King Ben-

hadad, who lived in Damascus, saying, 3 “There’s a treaty between me and you, between my 

father and your father. Look, I have sent you silver and gold. Go break your treaty with Israel’s 

King Baasha so that he will withdraw from me.” So, Ben-hadad listened to king Asa, takes Asa’s 

money, and goes and fights of the enemy.  

So, what happened here? Why did Asa turn away from God and put his trust in man’s power? 

We don’t know. But, somehow, he took his eyes off of the Lord. He was not seeking after Him 

anymore. And for us today, Satan will always try to pull us down. He is a roaring lion always 

looking for a way to devour us. He wants to rip us apart. He does not want us seeking God, so 

he will do everything possible to pull us down. So, again, we need to be prepared at all times 

for his attacks. We can never say, I’m good. I’m strong enough. That will never happen to me, 

and things like that. We must recognize that every second we are in need of God in our lives. 

Every second we need to trust in Him and rely on Him. Like Peter, the moment we take our 

eyes off of Jesus we will sink.  

What happened next (2 Chronicles 16:7-10), “At that time, Hanani the seer came to King Asa of 

Judah and said to him, “Because you depended on the king of Aram and have not depended on 

the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 Were not the 

Cushites and Libyans a vast army with many chariots and horsemen? When you depended on 

Yahweh, He handed them over to you. 9 For the eyes of Yahweh roam throughout the earth to 

show Himself strong for those whose hearts are completely His. You have been foolish in this 

matter. Therefore, you will have wars from now on.” 10 Asa was angry with the seer and put him 

in prison because of his anger over this. And Asa mistreated some of the people at that time.” 
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Sad. Asa knew what he should have done. He had experienced God’s power in his life. He had 

seen God’s victory in his life, but still, for some reason he put his trust in man, and not in God. 

Asa’s heart had become hard. He did not listen to Hanani the seer, he was angry with him and 

put him in prison. And instead of pointing the people to God, he started to mistreat them. And 

the result of all of this was war. Instead of revival and rejoicing, Asa now had wars in his life. All 

because he would not turn to the Lord like he had done before.  

And at the very end of his life, (2 Chronicles 16:12), “In the thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa 

developed a disease in his feet, and his disease became increasingly severe. Yet even in his 

disease he didn’t seek the LORD but only the physicians.” Somehow, Asa’s view of who God is 

had changed. He didn’t trust Him anymore, he made God too small in his eyes.  

For you and me today, Asa’s story should be a huge encouragement to us of what can happen 

when we seek Him with all of our heart. And Asa’s story should also be a huge warning to us of 

what can happen when we take our eyes off of God. What is your view of God today? Asa had it 

right when Zerah the Cushite approached him, he cried out to God and said, “LORD, there is no 

one besides You.” He viewed God as big, mighty, and powerful. But in the end, Asa traded rest, 

peace, and victory--for war. All because he stopped depending on God. So, for you and me 

today, we need to trust God, keep trusting, continue to trust, never stop trusting, and keep 

your eyes on Him. And when we do these things-great things can happen in our lives as God 

shows Himself strong! 
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Title: “What is your view of God today?” 

Text: 2 Chronicles 14:1-15 

Worship: “Lord, there is no one besides You!” 

Preaching date:  March 6th, 2022 

Key Sentence: “Great things can happen when we have the right perspective of who God is!” 

Outline: 

I. What needs to come out of your life today? (2 Chronicles 14:1-5) 

II. What needs to be added to your life today? (2 Chronicles 14:6-7) 

III. What army are you facing today? (2 Chronicles 14:8-10) 

IV. What is your view of God today? (2 Chronicles 14:11) 

V. What a mighty God we have today! (2 Chronicles 14:12-15) 

Notes: 

1. Worship: (worship time should be just songs that exalt God). Jesus should be our focus. 

Songs about trusting Him, depending on Him. He is big, mighty, and powerful.  

2. Scripture for bulletin: Call to worship-(Holman Christian Standard Bible) Psalm 145:3, 

Isaiah 40:28, and Jeremiah 32:27.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Scripture of Meditation- Psalm 46:1-11                                                                                                                              

3.  Children’s Corner: “My God is so big and so strong and so mighty!” (song) 

4.  Visuals: Big, mighty, strong, and powerful waves. 

5. Communion Sunday 

6.  Sign: “We can trust God who is big, mighty, and powerful” 2 Chronicles 14:1-15 

      7.  Bulletin:  Stack 3, 17C12, Victory rests with the Lord.  
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