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Key Sentence: Come and see what God has done in Jesus 
Outline: 
Verse 1: Come and see love incarnate (Luke 2:8-14) 
Chorus: Come and see what God has done (Luke 2:15-18) 
Verse 2: Come and see the Savior (John 1:45–46, Matthew 28:5–7, John 4:28–30) 
 
Luke 2:8–18 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 
10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
 
John 1:45–46 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of 
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”  
 
John 4:28–30 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said 
to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were coming to him.  
 
Matthew 28:5–7 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 
that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you 
will see him. See, I have told you.”  



 
Chris Tomlin, Lauren Daigle 
 
Verse 1: 
Love incarnate, love divine     (John 1:14) 
Star and angels gave the sign   (Luke 2:13,14 Matthew 2:2) 
Bow to babe on bended knee   (Matthew 2:11 Luke 2:15-16) 
The Savior of humanity    (Luke 2:11 1 John 4:14) 
Unto us a Child is born    (Isaiah 9:6) 
He shall reign forevermore   (Isaiah 9:7) 
 
Chorus: 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done  (Luke 2:15-16) 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love!   (Ephesians 3:18-19) 
The light of the world, given for us  (John 1:9) 
Noel 
 
Verse 2:  
Son of God and Son of man   (Luke 1:32, Luke 5:24, Luke 6:5)  
There before the world began   (John 1:1-3, Ephesians 1:4, John 8:58) 
Born to suffer, born to save   (Matthew 1:18-23, Isaiah 53:3) 
Born to raise us from the grave   (1 Cor. 15:50-57) 
Christ the everlasting Lord   (Revelation 11:15-17) 
He shall reign forevermore 
 
Chorus: 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love! 
The light of the world, given for us 
Noel 
 
Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Edmond Martin Cash / Matthew James Redman / Chrisopher D 
Tomlin 
Noel lyrics © Music Services, Inc, Capitol Christian Music Group 
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Noel 
Luke 2:15-16 and others 

 
From time immemorial children, full of the wonder of life, have called to their 

parents, jaded by the burden of life, to come and see what they have found. 
“Come and see! I think it’s a caterpillar.” “Come and see me run!” “Come and 
see. Jimmy’s bleeding!” I’ll always remember the moment in To Kill a 
Mockingbird when Scout and Jem spot an old dog, “Tim Johnson” staggering 
and twitching down the street. They have enough sense to run in and tell 
Calpurnia “come and see,” which leads to the revelation that Atticus Finch, 
their civilized, gentle father is the best shot in the county. 

I ran across another good one recently. Last week I mentioned The Last Green 
Valley, about a family that escapes from the Ukraine at the end of World War 
2. The father, Emil, has been hauled off to Siberia, and his wife, Adeline is 
living with their two boys, Walt and Will in East Germany. They have been 
sent by the authorities to live with a farmer and wife in the country, and this 
older couple, the Schmidts, befriends them. One December day Adeline 
realizes that she’s about to spend another Christmas without news of Emil. 
Seeing her tears Frau Schmidt comforts Adeline. At that moment “Will burst 
into the house. “Mama, come quick. You’ve got to see the sky. It’s so . . . I 
mean, you won’t believe it!” She hesitated, wiping at her tears with the sleeve 
of her coat. “Go on,” Frau Schmidt said. “Your sons are giving you a present 
you won’t believe. Could there be anything better than that?” Adeline gazed 
at her, smiled softly, and shook her head. “Thank you,” she said again.  

Buttoning her coat and putting her scarf over her head, she went outside where Walt 
and Will were peering up in awe. She followed their gaze and gasped. The 
sun had almost sunk below the horizon, but its dying light was throwing fire 
at five clouds stretched out in long, thin spirals, painting them in rich reds, 
golds, and purples, like so many ribbons festooned in the sky above them. 
Smiling up at the ribbon clouds, Adeline felt her sons come in beside her and 
wrap their arms around her waist. “Merry Christmas from heaven, Mama,” 
Walt said. Adeline felt the tears flow again and hugged both her boys tight, 
still watching the sky.” 

“Come and see what God has done.” That’s the refrain of this week’s theme song, 
“Noel” by Chris Tomlin. The phrase could have come from many places in 
Scripture, as we’ll see, but I want to start with the classic Luke shepherds and 
angels text in Luke 2. Actually, just for fun, I’ll let Linus read verses 8 to 14:   
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And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, 14Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 
peace, Good will toward men.  

That’s the King James version but the English Standard isn’t that different. This 
moment has been the subject of countless Christmas songs. “Angels we Have 
Heard on High,” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” etc. Chris Tomlin’s starts 
in the same place. “Love incarnate, love divine; star and angels gave the sign; 
Bow to babe on bended knee; the Savior of humanity.” “Love incarnate, love 
divine,” is a great way to refer to Jesus. He was God made flesh, fully human, 
as we saw last week, to dwell among us. Yet he was and remained fully divine. 
Fully God and fully man in the incarnation. He revealed God’s love. As the 
Apostle John wrote “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.” 

Tomlin then goes on to say that “star and angels gave the sign.” The star is the star 
of Bethlehem which led the wise men. We’ll look at those verses next Sunday. 
The angels are the angels from this text. It was one angel first who appeared 
to these field-abiding shepherds. There may be several reasons for the special 
role of the shepherds. Among the occupations, shepherding had a lowly place. 
Shepherds were distrusted and their work made them ceremonially unclean. 
Thus the gospel first came to the social outcasts of Jesus’ day. But in both 
Testaments shepherds also symbolize those who care for God’s people, 
including God himself. “The LORD is my shepherd.” The shepherds of Luke 
2 may, therefore, symbolize all the ordinary people who have joyfully 
received the gospel and have become in various ways shepherds to others. 

The core of what the angel told the shepherds, the good news of great joy for these 
outcast representatives of humanity, was that in nearby Bethlehem, the city of 
David, a Savior, had been born to them, for them, Christ the Lord. Isn’t that  
an astounding statement? A savior is one who rescues. As Joseph had heard 
from an earlier angel, Jesus “will save his people from their sin.” But this 
Savior is also Christ, the Messiah, the anointed one who was promised from 
long ago, and for whom the people of Israel were still waiting with longing.  
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More than that, this Savior, this Messiah, was the Lord. The angel talks about this 

child with the same word he would have used to talk about Yahweh, the word 
the Jews used so that they didn’t have to speak the personal name of God. It’s 
an extraordinary announcement, really the most extraordinary of all time. In 
this humble sheep pasture God was announcing the first day of his ultimate 
rescue. Now the angel doesn’t say “go and see what God has done,” but gives 
them instructions that entice them to go. Verse 12 “And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
The angel makes it clear that this is not a symbolic or metaphorical 
announcement. “This is a real baby, guys, the kind that you swaddle. You 
won’t find him in an inn or upstairs in a fine house. He’s in a manger, where 
the animals feed. Might be a stable, might be a cave, might be the downstairs 
of a house, but it’s not a palace. This child has been sent to ordinary people.” 

This week Gail and I watched the Chosen Christmas special. I mostly like the Chosen 
but some of their additions bother me. In the Christmas special they made a 
big deal of the idea that when Jesus was wrapped in the swaddling cloths and 
laid in a manger, this was exactly what was done to newborn lambs set apart 
for sacrifice. Supposedly these were special shepherds who kept the sacrificial 
animals, binding the newborns and keeping them safe in a stone manger until 
priests could come and inspect them. This would then be a great image of 
Jesus as the Lamb of God. But as I listened, I thought “why haven’t I heard 
this before? If there was evidence, wouldn’t it be in commentaries?” It’s not. 
When I searched online, I found no version of this idea earlier than 2010. No 
reputable scholars supported the story. Some critics pointed out that it was an 
extension of the ideas of Alfred Eidersheim in the late 1800’s. Much research 
since then has failed to support this thread of assertions. So no. Jesus swaddled 
in the manger is probably not a direct picture of Jesus as the Lamb of God. 

Why do I take the time to debunk this? Partly because it’s not in the Scripture. For 
the sake of integrity we need to maintain the distinction between Scripture and 
legend. Also, in today’s world we need our antenna tuned for misinformation. 
A few months back MIT did a study showing how troll farms in Russia and 
Moldavia ran so-called Christian pages that reached 75 million Americans 
with a mixture of truth and misinformation. This is twenty times larger than 
the largest legitimate Christian facebook page. You and I need to be skeptical. 

In the first verse of the song Chris Tomlin paints a word picture of the shepherds 
receiving good news from the angel. Then in the pre-chorus he quotes Isaiah 
9:6-7, which the other songs we’ve studied have also referenced. “Unto us a 
child is born”, Isaiah 9:6, and “He shall reign forevermore,” Isaiah 9:7.  
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This leads to the chorus “Noel, noel, come and see what God has done. Noel, Noel. 

The story of amazing love! The light of the world, given for us. Noel.”  Ah, 
the word noel. You would think this would be easy to define. The first 
definition in many dictionaries is “Christmas.” So does Tomlin think he’s 
saying “Christmas, Christmas, come and see what God has done, Christmas, 
Christmas?” No, not exactly. Others say “noel” comes Old English and means 
“shout of joy.” If you think of the Christmas Carol “The First Noel,” then it’s 
the first shout of Christmas joy. Is that how Tomlin is using it? Apparently 
not. He’s using the more common theory that sees ‘noel’ as a loan word from 
French, where ‘Joyeux Noël’ means ‘Merry Christmas.” Dictionaries 
following this path eventually get back to the Latin ‘natalis’ which means 
birth, or capitalized, the Birth, or Christmas. But Tomlin is not using just that 
theory. He apparently said in an interview that “noel” is derived from the 
French phrase “Les bonnes Nouvelles,” “the good news.” You can find that 
connection on some French websites. So, Tomlin means “good news, good 
news, come and see what God has done.” If we put it all together Noel means 
“good news of the birth of Jesus.” Which is a lot to pack into two syllables.  

The heart of Tomlin’s chorus is “come and see what God has done,” Tomlin says 
this is the key thought of the song. He told Billboard magazine: “There is a 
lyric in the chorus; 'Come and see what God has done.' It's my favorite line 
because that's essentially what I hope that people take from it.” On another 
occasion he was asked to pick his favorite song from that album. He said “The 
one that stands out is Noel. There's a haunting melody and a line in the chorus 
that goes: "Noel, Noel. Come and see what God has done". When you think 
about the Christmas story, you think of the manger, the baby Jesus, and the 
shepherds, but the story is really "come and see what God has done". This is 
not just one moment in time, it's been God's plan for all of eternity. He didn't 
come with fanfare, but came in a lowly, humble way as if to say "I'm coming 
for all of humanity, and reaching to the lowest place". That's powerful, and 
it's at the heart of the Christmas story.” 

We’ve already seen that the angels effectively told the shepherds “Go and see what 
God has done.” The shepherds respond to that in Luke 2:15-18 When the 
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
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The angels effectively said “go and see.” The shepherds literally say “let’s go and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us. 
Let’s go and see what God has done. Some people might have fallen into the 
trap of talking about what had been said, theologizing about what had been 
said, dividing into two groups and arguing about what had been said. The 
shepherds had the good sense to respond, to do what had been said. Verse 16: 
“they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger.”  How did they find them? Well, even with the crowds that had come 
for the census, Bethlehem wasn’t a very big town. Word of mouth would make 
it easy to find the animal lodging where the expectant couple had been sent.  

We’re not told what they did when they found Mary and Joseph and the baby, except 
that they saw it.  We don’t know of a conversation with Mary and Joseph, we 
don’t have any report that they knelt or worshiped. What we know is that they 
witnessed to it. Verse 17 “And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child.” The shepherds were the first 
human witnesses of Jesus. “Man, we were in the fields, the angel said this, the 
angels sang this, now we see. This baby is, the Savior, Messiah, Lord.” Did 
the shepherds invite the others to come and see? They wouldn’t have had to. 
The skeptical wouldn’t go even if invited. Those waiting with longing would 
be on the way before the story was over, in wonder at what God had done. 

Yet there are many times when the invitation to “come and see” is explicit. Let me 
share just three. First, John 1:45. Jesus finds Philip and says “Follow me.” 
Before they leave for Galilee Philip finds Nathanael and says to him, “We 
have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” And instead of arguing or calling Nathanael out for 
his prejudice or giving up on him entirely, Philip simply said, “Come and see.” 
When Nathanael came, Jesus revealed some truth about him that caused him 
to be the first in the Gospel to say “you are the Son of God! You are the King 
of Israel!” When people come and see Jesus, they are forever changed. 

And those who are changed invite others. When Jesus encountered the Samaritan 
woman, he knew all about her five husbands and in the end claimed to be the 
Messiah. Then, John 4:28, “the woman left her water jar and went away into 
town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever 
did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were coming to 
him.” Later these Samaritans tell her “It is no longer because of what you said 
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and know that this is indeed 
the Savior of the world.” People who come and see Jesus are forever changed. 
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The last example may be the best. Jesus has been crucified. It’s the third day. The 

women come to the tomb with spices to finish preparing the body. Matthew 
28:2 “And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear 
of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the 
dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.”  

“Come and see what God has done” is not just personal testimony, as it was for 
Nathanael and the Samaritan woman. It is also objective truth. The manger is 
not empty. There is a baby there just as the angel said. And the tomb is empty. 
He has risen, just as the angel said. The rest of the song amplifies this truth. 
The last two lines of the chorus tell us that this is “the story of amazing love!” 
that “the light of the world,” has been “given for us.” We covered phrases like 
these last week in “Light of the World.” By the way, Lauren Daigle wrote that 
song and sings it. Chris Tomlin wrote this song for Lauren Daigle to sing. 
Tomlin says “It's probably the first song that I have ever written where that 
happened, but writing this track, I just envisioned Lauren singing it all along.”  

Verse 2 tells us more of what God has done, beyond Christmas, beyond the manger. 
“Son of God and Son of man, there before the world began. Born to suffer, 
born to save, born to raise us from the grave. Christ the everlasting Lord, He 
shall reign forevermore.” Each of those lines could lead us to several different 
Scriptures. He was  Son of God, fully God, but also Son of Man, fully human. 
That’s the wonder of the incarnation. He was there before the world began. 
The world was made through him. Jesus tells us “before Abraham was, I Am.” 

But my favorite pair of lines in that second verse are “born to suffer, born to save, 
born to raise us from the grave.” That puts Christmas in perspective. Why did 
Jesus come? Not because babies are cute, or because little towns under the 
light of a star are appealing, or because a young couple overcoming hostility 
and opposition makes a good story.  No, Jesus came on a mission. So let’s fill 
out these two lines from Scripture.  First phrase “born to suffer.” In Luke 9, 
after Peter recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, Jesus tells him what kind of 
Messiah he is. Luke 9:21 “And he strictly charged and commanded them to 
tell this to no one, 22saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised.” He was born to suffer. He was, as we say, born to die.  
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But he was also born to save. We remember what the angel said to Joseph. “You 

shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” And 
after Zacchaeus repents in Luke 19, Jesus rejoices saying “For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost.” I came, to save. Finally, “born to raise us 
from the grave.” In John 6 Jesus speaks plainly “For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” He was born to give us 
eternal life and resurrection. He is the resurrection and the life. In 1 
Corinthians 15 Paul gives a full exposition of the resurrection and its purpose 
and its power and concludes that death has been swallowed up in victory. 

What have we seen? The announcement to the shepherds, without using the words, 
was very much “go and see what God has done.” And the response by the 
shepherds was not only to go and see, but to spread the story so that others 
would come and see. When we or others respond to this call we are changed. 
We see what God has done in Jesus. We see that he came to suffer, he came 
to save, he came to win the victory of resurrection and eternal life for us. 

This is a great message for us at Christmas. “Come and see what God has done.” I 
want to apply this practically by pointing to three great places where we can 
see the work God has done. Then I want to think about three good reasons you 
may be reluctant to do this, and finally I want to give you three steps you can 
take even this week to get better at seeing what God had done. 

So, three great places God has worked that we can see as believers at Christmas. 
Very simple. First, we go to the manger, for that is the testimony of God 
incarnate, the Word made flesh, the incredible humility of God the Son who, 
while fully divine became fully human for us. Second, we go to the cross, for 
Jesus was born to die. He suffered the brokenness of this world, he saw its 
need, its poverty and sin, and he endured torment from sinful people, the 
punishment sinful people deserved. At the cross Jesus became our substitute 
and our savior. Finally, we got to the empty tomb, for there Jesus was 
proclaimed victor over sin and death, firstborn from the dead and the 
guarantor of resurrection and eternal life for those who trust in him. Come and 
see what God has done in the manger, at the cross and in emptying the tomb.  

But even if you don’t want to, even if you don’t voice them, you might have 
objections to this “coming and seeing.” On a surface level you might say “I’m 
too busy.” I mean it’s Christmas: there are gifts to buy and to make, food to 
prepare and travel to plan and programs to attend and calendars to coordinate 
and I’m run ragged from before sunrise to late in the evening.  
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I’d love to come and see what God has done, but I have no time. Well, I have to say 

this gently: your priorities are messed up. I know you’re under pressure, but 
if the pursuit of God is really a priority, you’ve got to leave some of that stuff 
back in the sheep fields and go to Bethlehem and see this thing that the LORD 
has made known to you. The only way I know to do that is to be obsessed. 
Make exploring what God has done an obsession. 

But others might say “you know, I would do that, but I have these doubts. I’m not 
even sure all these stories are true. I’m not even sure that the God these stories 
talk about is good. I’m not even sure I want to be the kind of person who has 
been changed by all these things.” My counsel to you in this would be to doubt 
your doubts. Consider that the doubt is more likely to be wrong than the plain 
teaching of Scripture and the miraculous work of the amazing God it portrays. 

Finally, some might cry “I’m too broken. All this may be good news for somebody 
else. I’m glad it is, but I’ve been broken: family circumstances, childhood 
trauma, adult trauma, choices I’ve made that I can’t unmake, things that have 
been done to me and things that have just happened. I can’t get beyond myself 
to celebrate all this stuff you say God has done.” And I say “it’s hard.” 
Believers have struggled with these things from Bible times to this morning. 
I ran across an old hymn this week that spoke truth to me. It goes “Come, ye 
disconsolate, wherever you languish; Come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel; 
Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish, Earth has no sorrow 
that heaven cannot heal.” Come and see; come and be healed. 

But in practical terms, what can you do to “come and see what God has done”? Let 
me close with three suggestions that have worked for me time after time. First, 
come and see God in nature. Look at the complexity, the order. Look by means 
of science, look by means of art, look by means of beauty. Discover the awe 
God means you to have. Second, come and see what God has done in history. 
Read the history of the church. Read the writings of our Christian forebearers. 
Read about the revivals. Read Christian biography and see what God has done 
for people. Read contemporary testimonies of God’s work here in our culture 
and in other cultures around the world today. And finally, of course, come and 
see what God has done in Scripture. Take Scripture seriously. Let what God 
did for others in Scripture be just as real as the chair you’re sitting on.  

This Christmas come to God and see and celebrate what he has done in Jesus. 


