
Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols 
 
This year we will be looking at six relatively recent contemporary Christian 
Christmas songs. The series will run from Sunday, November 28, 2021 to Sunday, 
December 26, 2021 plus Christmas Eve.  Each week we will look at the Scriptures 
and Scriptural themes behind the text of the song.  Most of the songs are familiar, 
and for those we will sing them as part of our worship.  Where a song isn’t familiar 
we may do a lyric video. 
 
Here’s the plan:  
 
Title: Comfort, Oh Comfort (Caroline Cobb) 
Date: November 28, 2021  
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 
Texts: Isaiah 40:1-5, Isaiah 51:3, Isaiah 53:3-5, Isaiah 35:1-10 
Worship: The Promise 
Key Sentence: God comforts his waiting people with the promise of renewal 
Visual theme: Christmas bells 
Outline: 
Verse 1. Comfort for those in the desert (Isaiah 40:1-5) 
Chorus: Everything New (Isaiah 51:3) 
Verse 2. Comfort through the Man of Sorrows (Isaiah 53:3-5) 
Verse 3: Comfort in the return to Eden (Isaiah 35:1-10) 
 
Song Text:  
Verse 1: Oh, oh-oh, Oh, oh-oh 
Comfort, oh comfort 
To every place that is scorched and dry 
Comfort, speak comfort 
To every darkness, in need of the light 
 
Chorus: 
In the wilderness, the green of Eden 
In the wasteland, the garden blooms 
Up from the desert, springs a river 
For He is making, everything new 
Oh-oh 
Oh, oh-oh 
 



Verse 2: 
Comfort, oh comfort 
There is a highway through this dry land 
They will call him, a Man of Sorrows 
And like a seed, buried deep to rise again 
 
Chorus: 
And in the wilderness, the green of Eden 
In the wasteland, the garden blooms 
Up from the desert, springs a river 
For He is making, everything new 
Oh-oh 
Oh, oh-oh 
 
Verse 3: 
Comfort, oh comfort 
For the ransomed, will return with a song 
And with joy, we'll come into Zion 
 
Chorus: 
And all our sorrow, all our sighing will be gone 
And in the wilderness, the green of Eden 
In the wasteland, the garden blooms 
Up from the desert, springs a river 
For He is making, everything new (oh-o-oh) 
He is making, everything new 
Oh, oh-oh 
 
Scripture Texts:  
Isaiah 40:1–5 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  
 
Isaiah 35:1–10 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with 



joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel 
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who 
have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 5Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, 
where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8And a highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass 
over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they 
shall not go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.  
 
Isaiah 53:3–5 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But he was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  
 
Isaiah 51:3 For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and 
makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.  
 
Title: He Who is Mighty (Sovereign Grace) 
Date: December 5, 2021 
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 
Texts: Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7; Luke 1:46-55; Galatians 5:1; Psalm 52:8-9 
Worship: Magnificat 
Key Sentence: He who is mighty has done a great thing for us in Jesus 
Visual theme: Christmas ornaments 
Outline: 
Verse 1: Light pierced the night (Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7) 
Chorus: He’s done a great thing (Luke 1:46-55) 
Verse 2: Freed from the yoke of sin (Galatians 5:1) 



Bridge: Rejoicing to trust (Psalm 52:8-9) 
Chorus: Holy is His name 
 
Song Text: 
Verse 1: 
Oh, the mercy our God has shown 
To those who sit in death's shadow 
The sun on high, pierced the night 
Born was the Cornerstone 
Unto us a Son is given, unto us a Child is born 
 
Chorus: 
He Who is mighty has done a great thing 
Taken on flesh, conquered death's sting 
Shattered the darkness and lifted our shame 
Holy is His name 
 
Verse 2: 
Oh, the freedom our Savior won 
The yoke of sin has been broken 
Once a slave, now by grace 
No more condemnation 
Unto us a Son is given, unto us a Child is born 
 
Bridge: 
Now my soul magnifies the Lord 
I rejoice in the God Who saves 
I will trust His unfailing love 
I will sing His praises all my days 
 
Scripture Texts: 
Isaiah 9:1–2 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in 
the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.  
 
Luke 1:46–55 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for he who is 



mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50And his mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with 
his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought 
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53he has 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55as he spoke to our 
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”  
 
Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery.  
 
Psalm 52:8–9 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the 
steadfast love of God forever and ever. 9I will thank you forever, because you have 
done it. I will wait for your name, for it is good, in the presence of the godly.  
 
Title: Light of the World (Lauren Daigle) 
Date: December 12, 2021 
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 
Texts: Luke 2:22-38, John 1:9,14, Luke 4:16-21, Matthew 21:5, Luke 2:14 
Worship: Immanuel 
Key Sentence: The light of the world is the answer to our longing 
Visual theme: Christmas candles 
Outline: 
Verse 1: Waiting in a broken world (Luke 2:22-38) 
Chorus: The light has come (John 1:9, 14) 
Verse 2: The song for the suffering (Luke 4:16-21) 
Bridge: Behold your king (Matthew 21:5) 
Chorus: Glory! (Luke 2:14) 
 
Song Text: 
Verse 1: 
The world waits for a miracle 
The heart longs for a little bit of hope 
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 
A child prays for peace on Earth 
And she's calling out from a sea of hurt 
Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 
And can you hear the angels singing 
 
Chorus: 



Glory to the light of the world 
Glory the light of the world is here 
 
Verse 2: 
The drought breaks with the tears of a mother 
A baby's cry is the sound of love 
Come down, come down, Emmanuel 
Oh, He is the song for the suffering 
He is Messiah, the Prince of Peace has come 
He has come, Emmanuel 
 
Bridge 
For all who wait 
For all who hunger 
For all who've prayed 
For all who wonder 
Behold your King 
Behold Messiah 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 
Scripture Texts: 
Luke 2:22–38 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a 
man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 



Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and 
prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks 
to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem.  
 
John 1:9–14 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  
 
Luke 4:16–19 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as 
was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to 
read. 17And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll 
and found the place where it was written, 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  
 
Matthew 21:4–5 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ”  
 
Luke 2:9–14 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
 
Title: Noel (Chris Tomlin) 
Date: December 19, 2021 
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 



Texts: Luke 2:8-17, Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 2:15-16, Ephesians 3:18-19, Matthew 1:18-
23, 1 Cor 15:50-57, Revelation 11:15-17 
Worship: Noel 
Key Sentence: We rejoice in the story of God’s amazing love 
Visual theme: Star of Bethlehem 
Outline: 
Verse 1: Love incarnate (Luke 2:8-17, Isaiah 9:6-7) 
Chorus: Come and see what God has done (Luke 2:15-16, Ephesians 3:18-19) 
Verse 2: Love victorious (Matthew 1:18-23, 1 Cor. 15:50-57, Revelation 11;15-17) 
 
Chris Tomlin, Lauren Daigle 
 
Verse 1: 
Love incarnate, love divine 
Star and angels gave the sign 
Bow to babe on bended knee 
The Savior of humanity 
Unto us a Child is born 
He shall reign forevermore 
 
Chorus: 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love! 
The light of the world, given for us 
Noel 
 
Verse 2:  
Son of God and Son of man  
There before the world began 
Born to suffer, born to save 
Born to raise us from the grave 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
He shall reign forevermore 
 
Chorus: 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 



The story of amazing love! 
The light of the world, given for us 
Noel 
Noel, Noel 
Come and see what God has done 
Noel, Noel 
The story of amazing love! 
The light of the world, given for us 
Noel, Noel 
Source: LyricFind 
Songwriters: Edmond Martin Cash / Matthew James Redman / Chrisopher D 
Tomlin 
Noel lyrics © Music Services, Inc, Capitol Christian Music Group 
 
Labor of Love (Andrew Peterson) 
Date: December 24, 2021 
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 
Texts: Luke 2:1-7, Mark 15:33-34, Matthew 1:18-25, 1 John 4:10 
Worship: O Little Town 
Key Sentence: Jesus’ poverty and loving pain are foreshadowed in Bethlehem. 
Visual theme: Nativity scenes 
Outline: 
Verse 1: You could hear a woman cry (Luke 2:1-7) 
Chorus: It was a labor of pain (Mark 15:33-34) 
Verse 2: Calloused hands and weary eyes (Matthew 1:18-25) 
Chorus: It was a labor of love (1 John 4:10) 
 
Luke 2:1–7 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 
Mark 15:33–34 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 



voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?”  
 
Matthew 1:18–25 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just 
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  
 
1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  
 
Andrew Peterson / Jill Philips 
Texts: Luke 2:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 
 
It was not a silent night 
There was blood on the ground 
You could hear a woman cry 
In the alleyways that night 
On the streets of David's town 
And the stable was not clean 
And the cobblestones were cold 
And little Mary full of grace 
With the tears upon her face 
Had no mother's hand to hold 
 
It was a labor of pain 
It was a cold sky above 
But for the girl on the ground in the dark 
With every beat of her beautiful heart 
It was a labor of love 
 



Noble Joseph by her side 
Callused hands and weary eyes 
There were no midwives to be found 
On the streets of David's town 
In the middle of the night 
So he held her and he prayed 
Shafts of moonlight on his face 
But the baby in her womb 
He was the maker of the moon 
He was the Author of the faith 
That could make the mountains move 
 
It was a labor of pain 
It was a cold sky above 
But for the girl on the ground in the dark 
With every beat of her beautiful heart 
It was a labor of love 
 
For little Mary full of grace 
With the tears upon her face 
It was a labor of love 
 
Title: How Many Kings (Downhere) 
Date: December 26, 2021 
Series: Contemporary Christian Christmas Carols - 2021 
Texts: Matthew 2:1-10, Philippians 2:5-8, Matthew 2:11-12, John 3:16 
Worship: We Three Kings 
Key Sentence: Jesus stepped down from his throne to become least for me 
Visual Theme: Wise men; gold, frankincense and myrrh  
Outline: 
Verse 1: Follow the star to a place unexpected (Matthew 2:1-10) 
Chorus: How many kings stepped down? (Philippians 2:5-8) 
Verse 2: Gold, Frankincense and Myrhh (Matthew 2:11-12) 
Chorus: How many fathers gave up their sons? (John 3:16) 
 
Matthew 2:1–10 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and 



scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6“ ‘And you, 
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 
too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
 
Philippians 2:5–8 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
 
Matthew 2:11–12 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  
 
Verse 1: 
Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe after all we've projected 
A child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all 
Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his mother's shawl 
Just a child, is this who we've waited for? 
 
Chorus: 
'Cause how many kings stepped down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that has torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 



 
Verse 2: 
Bringing our gifts for the newborn Savior 
All that we have, whether costly or meek 
Because we believe 
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure 
And myrrh for the cross He'll suffer 
Do you believe? Is this who we've waited for? 
(Is this who we've waited for?) 
 
Chorus: 
How many kings stepped down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that has torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
Only one did that for me 
 
Bridge: 
Oh-oh-oh 
All for me, oh-oh-oh 
Oh-oh-oh, oh-oh-oh 
All for me (all for me) 
All for you (all for you) 
All for me (all for me) 
All for you 
All for me, all for you 
All for me (all for me) 
All for you 
 
Chorus: 
How many kings stepped down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least? 
How many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that has torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
Only one did that for me 
All for me, all for you 



 


