
 

 

Robed in Majesty 

Psalm 93:1-5 
 

Series: Exalt the LORD our God – Fall 2021 

Preaching Date: September 19, 2021 

Worship: Majesty and Might 

Key Sentence: Comparing God to things we consider great helps us trust and obey. 

Outline: 

I. His Majesty and Strength (Psalm 93:1) 

II. His Eternity (Psalm 93:2) 

III. His Might (Psalm 93:3-4) 

IV. Trust Him and Pursue Holiness (Psalm 93:5) 

 

Psalm 93:1–5 The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has 

put on strength as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 
2Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 

 
3The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods 

lift up their roaring. 4Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the 

waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty! 

 
5Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, O LORD, 

forevermore. 
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Robed in Majesty 

Psalm 93:1-5 
 

I often tell stories of the impact that J. I. Packer’s book Knowing God had on my life 

as a young believer. Maybe the most memorable of those impacts came in a 

chapter called “The Majesty of God.”  He begins the chapter by saying “Our 

word majesty comes from Latin; it means greatness. When we ascribe majesty 

to someone, we are acknowledging greatness in that person, and voicing our 

respect for it: as, for instance, when we speak of “Her Majesty” the Queen.” 

“Majesty is a word which the Bible uses to express the thought of the greatness 

of God, our Maker and our Lord.” 

I hadn’t remembered that the very first verse he quotes in this discussion is from our 

Psalm for today, Psalm 93 verse 1: The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; 

the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his belt. 2Your throne is 

established from of old; you are from everlasting.” He goes on to say that “In 

Hebrews the word twice does duty for God; Christ, we are told, at his 

ascension sat down “at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven,” and “at the 

right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven” The word majesty, when 

applied to God, is a declaration of his greatness and an invitation to worship. 

But the part of Packer’s chapter I have remembered, is where he asks “How may we 

form a right idea of God’s greatness? The Bible teaches us two steps that we 

must take. The first is to remove from our thoughts of God limits that would 

make him small. The second is to compare him with powers and forces which 

we regard as great.” As an example of the first step he looks at Psalm 139, 

where the psalmist meditates on the infinite and unlimited nature of God’s 

presence, knowledge, and power, in relation to people. We are always in 

God’s presence, he says. You can cut yourself off from your fellow human 

beings, but you cannot get away from your Creator. “Where can I go from 

your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?” Avoid the trap of equating 

God’s wisdom, God’s knowledge and God’s power to the limits of people. 

Remove from your thoughts the limits that would make God just like us. 

But even better, compare him with powers and forces which you regard as great and 

recognize that God is greater. Packer turns to the example of Isaiah chapter 

40, “To whom, then, will you compare God?” But that chapter is far from the 

only place where God is compared favorably to the things we consider great. 

Psalm 93, which we are studying today, is another short but telling example.  
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Let’s read Psalm 93:1-5 The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; 

he has put on strength as his belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never 

be moved. 2Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 
3The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the 

floods lift up their roaring. 4Mightier than the thunders of many waters, 

mightier than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty! 5Your decrees 

are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore. 

The big idea of this Psalm is a paraphrase of Packer’s approach: “Comparing God 

to things we consider great helps us trust and obey.” The first verse points us 

at his majesty and strength, the second extols his eternity. The third and fourth 

verses dramatically compare his might to that of the sea, and the last verse 

applies all this by calling us to trust him and pursue holiness.  

The imagery in verse 1 is of God putting on sovereign greatness like a robe. “The 

LORD reigns.” This is the first of four times that this phrase is used in our 

remaining psalms. It’s a major theme, especially when you recognize that the 

word king is also used three times and that they’re from the same root. Hebrew 

is famous for verbing nouns, or nouning verbs. A king reigns. That’s what he 

does. A king kings, to verb the noun. In Hebrew the verbed root is malak, used 

hundreds of times of the kings of Israel and the surrounding nations.  

The Hebrew kings were to king, to reign in justice and righteousness. Psalm 72: 

“Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your 

righteousness. 2He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones 

with justice.” The idea of reigning in the Old Testament is often about being 

just and administering justice. As the Theological Wordbook puts it 

“Government, therefore, in a degree much greater than in any Western land, 

was rule by (hopefully) just men rather than by laws that were just.” This is 

God’s promise to Israel. Jeremiah 23:5 “The days are coming,” declares the 

LORD, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will 

reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.” 

But even before Jesus, the LORD reigns. He administers justice and righteousness for 

his people. That will be the emphasis of the next several Psalms. Here the 

focus is on his qualification for this role – his greatness, his majesty, his 

strength. He “is robed in majesty.” Just as a king is robed to sit on his throne 

and a judge to administer justice, so God is robed to be the sovereign king of 

creation. But his robe reflects his deep internal character: majesty. The word 

predominantly means lifted up, and it can be used of foolish pride. But when 

used of God it points to his exalted greatness.  
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One of the most literal uses is Deuteronomy 33:26 “There is no one like the God of 

Jeshurun, who rides on the heavens to help you and on the clouds in his 

majesty.” In the book of Job Elihu, who does better than most of Job’s 

counselors at speaking the truth about God says “his voice roars; he thunders 

with his majestic voice, and he does not restrain the lightnings when his voice 

is heard. 5God thunders wondrously with his voice; he does great things that 

we cannot comprehend.” Do you see that? The word majestic is tied to the 

greatness of God. “He does great things we cannot comprehend.” 

He is robed with majestic greatness, and he is girded with strength. ESV says “he 

has put on strength as his belt,” but I like the older versions: He is girded with 

strength. Like a runner getting ready to run, or a soldier getting ready for 

battle, he has wrapped his garment tight up around him and he is ready. But 

in this case, again, what he has girded himself with is a deep character quality, 

strength. This word is used to describe all kinds of strong things: the sceptres 

of kings, a strong fortress, a strong city, a strong army. Used of rain it indicates 

torrents of drenching rain. It can also be descriptive of action. It is used with 

strong dancing, rejoicing, and singing. The wife in Proverbs 31 is said to work 

industriously, “girding her loins with strength.”  

All of these are the lesser things that we might compare to the strength of God. Psalm 

62:11 “Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to 

God, 12and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love.” His voice and his arm 

are mighty. Psalm 68:33 “O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; sing praises 

to the Lord, 33to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; behold, 

he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.” Isaiah 62:8 “The LORD has sworn 

by his right hand and by his mighty arm: ‘I will not again give your grain to 

be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink your wine for which 

you have labored.’” When our God, girds himself with his strength, there is 

nothing that can confound his will and purpose. We often sing “Nothing 

formed against us can stand,” but that’s not true. We’re weak as tissue. But 

nothing, nothing, formed against God can stand, and he stands with us. 

The final phrase of verse 1 implicitly likens God’s greatness and strength to the very 

foundations of the world. “Yes, the world is established; it shall never be 

moved.” We may fear all kinds of earthquakes, physical, political, relational, 

even spiritual. But the world is established, which means it was brought into 

being and can only be moved by the one who brought it into being. Therefore 

no physical earthquake can ever be more than a ripple on its surface. And no 

emotional or spiritual earthquake can move us from our position in Christ, the 

place God has moved us to through the sacrifice and victory of his Son. 
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So if we compare God’s majesty and strength to things we consider strong, like kings 

or towers or storms, or the whole created world, we find that God is greater 

and stronger.  If we compare God to things we consider lasting, we find that 

God is more: he is everlasting. Verse 2: Your throne is established from of 

old; you are from everlasting. We spent a week at the start of this series, 

studying Psalm 90, stretching our minds toward the concept of eternity. 

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth 

and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”  

In some ways the mental stretch toward “from everlasting” is even harder than the 

mental stretch toward “to everlasting.” We can barely conceive of future 

eternity, an infinite succession of moments starting now. The dove pecking 

the mountain once every thousand years until it is gone is the bare beginning 

of eternity. But eternity past is even harder, because the Bible teaches us that 

in the beginning God created, and therefore God created time, and therefore 

God existed outside of time before the beginning. God’s throne, which is a 

metaphor for God’s reign, God’s kingship, existed and was true before any 

succession of moments. God is outside of creation and exists apart from it. 

But God is also present in creation, created it in order to dwell with creatures 

like us, who can only experience reality in time. Therefore God, experiences 

every succession of moments since creation, and this makes it possible for 

God to become Man in the person of Jesus and live through a succession of 

moments from the nativity to the resurrection. God’s reign has always been, 

but it has also been from the beginning of our time and space. 

Do you see how to do this? Compare God to things you consider great – eternity for 

example. He is everlasting. But it is in verses 3 and 4 that the technique 

reaches it peak. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up 

their voice; the floods lift up their roaring. 4Mightier than the thunders of 

many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty! 

The word ‘floods’ is most commonly translated rivers, but in this context most 

translators of this verse have chosen another word, because it’s not common 

for rivers to lift up, to roar, or to thunder. The New International Version uses 

the word ‘seas,’ which fits the imagery really well, but a sea is not a river, and 

Hebrew has a word for sea and it’s used in verse 4. In the same way the New 

English Translation uses the word waves, “the waves have lifted up.” But 

again, a river is not a wave, and Hebrew has a word for wave and it’s used in 

verse 4. So beginning with the King James Version the translators chose the 

word “flood.” Many modern translations have followed them.  
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This works pretty well if we imagine not a quiet spreading out of the waters, but a 

roaring overflow of waters like a broken dam or like the waves of the sea. In 

fact the verse encourages us to imagine something getting higher and higher 

and higher. The floods have lifted up. The floods have lifted up their voice. 

The floods have lifted up their roaring. We’ve all heard the voice of the waters, 

we all know how it can change from a quiet chuckle to a devastating roar. We 

all know the power of water. We’ve heard “turn around, don’t drown” for 

years. We’ve seen footage of cars swept away in flash floods. We remember 

Hurricane Ike, where the storm surge swept across Bolivar Peninsula and 

flattened nearly every house. The floods, the seas, the waves lift up and there 

is very little that can stand against them. 

But verse 4 invites us to compare God to this thing we consider powerful. “Mightier 

than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of the sea, the LORD 

on high is mighty!” The word mighty translates a word that means superior to 

or more powerful than what it’s compared to. Here the comparisons are to the 

thunders of many waters and to the waves of the sea. The word thunder is 

actually the same word translated voice in the previous verse, and it indicates 

not a still small voice, but the voice of the waters that have been lifted up in a 

roar. Then the psalmist makes the image very concrete by saying “mightier 

than the waves of the sea.” The sea itself was a place of dread for the people 

of Israel, for they were not mariners and most of their references to the sea are 

negative. Jonah epitomizes this. He disobeys by going to sea and ends up in 

the waters. Jonah 2:3 “For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, 

and the flood surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over 

me.” Waves are used by the psalmists to voice lament. Psalm 42 “My soul is 

cast down within me” and then pictures that as “deep calls to deep at the roar 

of your waterfalls; all your breakers and your waves have gone over me.”  

Even now the roaring of the sea and pounding of its waves is a caution and a warning 

to us. Last week as Hurricane Nicholas began to approach the Gulf Coast I 

took advantage of the chance to go down to Galveston and film the rough 

waters that had begun to strike the seawall. It was nothing major, but even at 

that early point the noise of the wind and the water made itself known. 

(30 seconds of video with sound) 

 

 



Psalm 93:1-5, Page 6 of 8 
 

 

I later used that footage, without the sound track, to prepare a lyric video. This is a 

song based on Psalm 93 that I found a while ago and really liked. It’s by the 

Sons of Korah, who do classically instrumented rock music, kinda like a 

Christian Moody Blues. It’s not a song that we could sing congregationally, 

but I think it captures the power of the sea, and thus the greatness of God. 

(Three minutes and thirty seconds of video with sound) 

The Lord reigns, He's robed in majesty, in majesty 

and He is armed with strength 

The world is firmly established It cannot be moved 

Your throne was established long ago, long ago 

and You are from eternity 

 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up their voice 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up their pounding waves 

 

Mightier than the thunder of the great waters 

Mightier than the breakers of the sea 

Of the sea, of the sea 

 

The Lord on high, He is mighty 

(The seas have lifted up) 

He is mighty 

(The seas have lifted up) 

He is mighty 

(The seas have lifted up their voice) 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up 

The seas have lifted up their pounding waves 

 

He is mighty 

The Lord on high, He is mighty 

Your statue stands firm 

Holiness adorns Your house 

For endless days, O Lord 
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I hope by this time that you are rather in awe of the sea. You should be. It’s awesome. 

But “mightier than the thunder of many waters, mightier than the waves of the 

sea, the LORD on high is mighty!” God is greater than the sea. In fact the sea 

with all its roaring, all the hurricanes of the world with all their tumult, all the 

floods that sweep away and destroy, all are a drop in the bucket and a whisper 

in the dark compared to God. God is greater than whatever you consider great, 

and the discipline of expanding your understanding of God by this kind of 

thought process is worth any amount of time you might care to invest in it.  

But you can’t leave it there. The psalmist has shown us that God is majestic and 

strong when we are weak, that he eternal where we are transient, that he is 

mightier. Yet he adds this last verse which, while being praise, is also a call 

to response. Verse 5 Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your 

house, O LORD, forevermore. 

God is great and mighty. Yet God is also trustworthy, faithful. And God is holy, pure 

in all his ways and thoughts, free from sin and thus set apart from us. Yet in 

this verse, and especially in the ESV translation, which I really like, those 

character qualities, along with all that have gone before, call for a response. If 

God is trustworthy, if his decrees, his word is trustworthy, what should be our 

response? Trust. If God is holy and if holiness befits his house, what should 

be our response? The pursuit of holiness. Let’s look at each of these. 

We looked at the word the ESV translates “trustworthy” a few weeks ago. The word 

makes it clear that God’s decrees, and thus his promises are faithful. We can 

count on him keeping his promises, and we can count on his commands being 

good and good for us. The word is actually “amen,” “so be it.” All his decrees 

are “so be it.” The ESV captures some of that with the word “trustworthy.” If 

the decrees are faithful, we should trust what they say, what the Bible teaches. 

We can trust God and obey his word no matter what circumstances, trials, and 

difficulties come into our lives. We’ve talked about a lot of these things over 

the past weeks, months, and years. We’ve had COVID, we’ve had Harvey, 

we’ve had jolly old storm Nicholas this week. We have family circumstances, 

relational circumstances that might cause us to question what God is doing. 

We have sickness. We’ve had deaths. We’ve had sin that besets us. But if 

God’s decrees are trustworthy, we ought to trust him. Trust that continuing to 

do good in these circumstances is the right answer. Trust that the situations 

themselves will work together for good. Trust that the promises of the Word 

will be kept and that the comfort of the Word and Spirit will be received.  
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Recognizing that God is greater than anything we consider great, even great 

problems, helps us to trust. This exercise of comparing God to things we 

consider great is very practical. It helps us to trust the trustworthy one.  

It also helps us to obey. Holiness “befits” your house, O LORD. The word “befits” 

literally means “to be at home,” which by implication means to be suitable. 

Holiness is at home in your house, O Lord, where we dwell with you. Now 

admittedly, we can see this holiness as his holiness. That’s legitimate, 

probably even the main sense. The dwelling place of the Lord is the place 

where his holiness is fully displayed. But just as a trustworthy God calls us to 

trust, so a holy God calls us to be holy. He does this explicitly, Leviticus 11:44 

“Be holy for I am holy.” What does it mean to be holy? It means to be set 

apart for God, having him and his will and his decrees and his honor as the 

first and only priority in our lives. It means getting up tomorrow morning and 

saying “hallowed [or holy] be your name. Your will be done – by me, on earth, 

today – as it is in heaven.” It means looking for the ways that you can serve 

him in your daily routine or break your daily routine to serve him. It means 

setting aside any ambition or preoccupation not focused on serving him. 

It also means striving for personal purity and freedom from sin. Tomorrow, will I be 

angry? Tomorrow, will I succumb to lust? Tomorrow, will I be selfish? 

Tomorrow, will I lie to make my life easier? Tomorrow will I hurt or abuse 

those I am supposed to love? Or will I seek to allow the Holy Spirit to work 

his work of holiness, sanctification, in me. Will I cooperate with him by 

putting off the desires of the flesh and allowing his fruit of love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control to 

characterize my day? If I am convinced that God is greater than anything else 

I can think of, greater in trustworthiness, greater in holiness, greater in love, 

greater in power, might, and majesty, I will be more likely to pursue holiness 

tomorrow. I will be more likely to trust tomorrow. Which means that today, 

and tomorrow, I need to learn this discipline of recognizing God as greater. 


