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“Going is the Plan” 

Well, there is no single word to describe this past year. It’s been hard, difficult, overwhelming, 

stressful, and confusing. So much of normal life has changed. And one big question that has 

been constantly coming up is, “how do we live in the midst of Covid-19?” Is it ok to see my 

grandma? Is it ok to have a men’s retreat? Is it ok to talk to my neighbor? Can the kids go 

outside and play together? Should we go Christmas caroling? And on and on it goes…And on 

top of that, all of life’s everyday stresses, trials, and struggles are still there.  

So, for us today, in the midst of all of this, and all that this world throws at us, what should be 

our focus? How should we live? Paul says, “Set your minds on what is above, not on what is on 

the earth.” So, we should be a people that are kingdom minded. We should have our minds set 

on Him and His ways no matter what is going on in our lives and in this world around us. And 

Jesus makes it very clear what our focus should be and how we should live. The great 

commission; Jesus said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Our mission today is very clear; how we should live today is very clear—In the midst of life and 

all that goes on, we are called to go! No matter our situation, we all should be striving to get 

the gospel out and to make disciples. And yes, there’s wisdom in knowing how to do this in the 

midst of Covid-19; but living a life of going is what we are called to do. So, this morning we are 

going to be Acts chapter 16. Hopefully as we look at Paul and a few of his friends, we will all be 

encouraged and possibly convicted to live a life of going.   

And the apostle Paul did this, had to get the gospel out; it was not an option to him. His 

salvation motivated him to press through the trials and the difficulties of life. He was so 

thankful for Jesus saving him that he had to share it with others, no matter the cost. He was a 

man who spent his life going! 

And leading up to Acts 16, Paul is on his second missionary journey. Paul and Barnabas have a 

disagreement and part ways because Paul did not want to take Mark with them, and Barnabas 

did. So, Paul took Silas with him and Barnabas took Mark. After this Paul goes to Derbe and 
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Lystra and that’s where he meets Timothy. Timothy immediately joins Paul and Silas and off 

they go to evangelize Europe. And that leads us to our passage this morning: 

Acts 16:6-10, “They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the 

Holy Spirit from speaking the message in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into 

Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to 

Troas. 9 During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and 

pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After he had seen the vision, we 

immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 

evangelize them.” 

(Acts 16:6-8) First of all-the “they” here is again Paul, Silas, and Timothy. So, off they go to 

check on the believers in the region Phrygia and Galatia and to share the gospel in that area, 

which is modern day Turkey. But the door was closed. For some reason they did not have any 

opportunities to encourage the believers or to evangelize. And if you look at a map, after 

leaving Derbe and Lystra and going through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, they are going 

mainly west. They tried to go southward to Asia, but were not able to. Then they try to go 

straight north and go to Bithynia, and again the door is closed. The Spirit of Jesus would not 

allow them to go. Leaving there they go to Troas which was right on the seacoast.  

Now, we don’t know how the door was closed, but it’s interesting that the author, Luke seems 

to know who closed the door. The Holy Spirit was closing the doors. The Holy Spirit would not 

allow them to do any ministry in these areas. And it seems like the Holy Spirit was moving them 

westward the whole time for some reason.  

So, they had to have wondered, “God, what are you doing? Why are you closing all these 

doors?” Because, here’s three guys who want to go, who want to share the gospel, who want to 

be an encouragement to others, but for some reason the Lord was saying not now.  

And for us today, this is a huge lesson for us to learn. So often we get angry, upset, and 

frustrated when things don’t go the way we want them to go, but in these moments we need to 

keep leaning on the Spirit and trusting that God’s plan is better than my plan. And now we get a 

small glimpse of what God wanted them to do and the reason the doors had been closed. 
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(Verse 9-10) “During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and 

pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After he had seen the vision, we 

immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 

evangelize them.” 

So, it seems like there’s some urgency here. God wanted this team right now in Macedonia. So, 

they didn’t doubt or second guess God, like we do at times, they immediately got ready to sail 

to Macedonia, which is modern day Greece. They did not hesitate; they simply obeyed the call. 

So today, maybe the Lord is speaking to you about something, and maybe you need to obey 

and start walking in the direction He is leading you to go. Paul didn’t know exactly what would 

happen if he went, he just obeyed.  

And in verse 10 we see that the “they” is now “we.” Again, we know that Luke is the author of 

Acts, so it seems like Luke has now joined the team and now there’s four of them setting sail 

from Troas. And again, this was not part of the original plan, but they were open to going and 

doing whatever the Lord wanted them to do. So often we pray for the Lord’s will to be done, 

but we don’t really mean it. (expand)  

Now, let’s find out why it was so urgent for Paul and his team to go to Macedonia.  

(Acts 16:11-15) “Then, setting sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, the next 

day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony, which is a leading city of that 

district of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for a number of days. 13 On the Sabbath day we 

went outside the city gate by the river, where we thought there was a place of prayer. We sat 

down and spoke to the women gathered there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple 

cloth from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to 

pay attention to what was spoken by Paul. 15 After she and her household were baptized, she 

urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she 

persuaded us.” 

(Acts 16:11-12) So, after setting sail from Troas they get to Neapolis and then after about a 

10mile walk from there they get to Philippi. So, knowing that the Lord wanted them to 

evangelize the area they started to look. Most likely the Jewish population at Philippi was very 
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small, because there was no synagogue. Apparently, they knew of a place where some people 

may be gathered for prayer. Down by the river they found some women gathered there. One of 

the women was Lydia, a business woman who was a seller of purple cloth. She worshipped 

God; she believed in God, but did not know Jesus, she wasn’t saved; she probably thought she 

was on the right path, but she was lost heading to hell. And as Paul shared the gospel, the Lord 

opened Lydia’s heart and she believed along with her whole household, which was most likely 

some of her servants and her children and then they were all baptized in the river. Praise God! 

Paul and his team were obedient in following the Lord and now we see the blessings that came 

from it---salvation came to many! 

And what a beautiful picture of salvation this is. The gospel is boldly proclaimed, Lydia and her 

household receive it, but who is behind the whole thing? We see God’s sovereignty here as He 

opened her heart so that she could believe. So, the big question? How does a person get saved? 

Do they have to believe or does God just do it? Yes and Yes! Lydia did her part in believing, and 

God always does His part; He opened her heart, He drew her to Himself.  

(Acts 16:15) And most likely, Lydia must have been successful because it seems like she had a 

big house. It must have been big enough for her children, her servants, and now these four 

missionaries as she invites them to come stay with her. She says, “If you consider me a believer 

in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. (Luke says)” There had to have 

been a great celebration going on in that house that night! Everybody got saved! 

Today we have the same opportunity. This world needs Jesus; Jesus is the answer. So many 

believe in a false religion, many believe there’s a God, but don’t know Jesus, and many just 

don’t believe in anything. Paul took advantage of an opportunity and salvation came. May we 

do the same! 

So, most likely Paul and his team stayed a while ministering, encouraging, and discipling these 

new believers in Lydia’s house. Then Luke tells us, (Acts 16:16-18) “Once, as we were on our 

way to prayer, a slave girl met us who had a spirit of prediction. She made a large profit for her 

owners by fortune-telling. 17 As she followed Paul and us she cried out, “These men, who are 

proclaiming to you the way of salvation, are the slaves of the Most High God.” 18 And she did 
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this for many days. But Paul was greatly aggravated and turning to the spirit, said, “I command 

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And it came out right away.” 

(Acts 16:16-17) So, maybe they were going back to the river for prayer and to share the gospel 

again. And as they were going a demon possessed girl started following them around and 

listens to them share the gospel with people. This demon was able to predict the future 

somehow and because of that her owners made a lot of money from the demon’s predictions.  

(Acts 16:18) And after a few days of this demon following them around, Paul is frustrated. And 

who wouldn’t be? Knowing there is a demon next to you day after day and also knowing that 

this poor girl was being controlled by this demon. Paul speaks directly to the demon.  He 

commands the demon to come out of her. This was not done in the name of Paul or in Paul’s 

power. This was done in the name and power of Jesus Christ. This demon is powerless against 

the powerful name of Jesus and immediately comes out of her. So, a miracle is done and this 

girl is set free. She is no longer possessed, but she is now in her right mind and able to respond 

to the gospel which I’m sure Paul shared with her.  

So, praise God, Paul and his team are led by the Spirit to come. Lydia and her household get 

saved and now this demon possessed girl is set free. God is at work; God is good, this is why the 

Lord wanted them to come with great urgency. But, here’s the part of the story we don’t like-

Paul now has to suffer for the gospel.  

Verses 19-24, “When her owners saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 Bringing them before the 

chief magistrates, they said, “These men are seriously disturbing our city. They are Jews 21 and 

are promoting customs that are not legal for us as Romans to adopt or practice.” 22 Then the 

mob joined in the attack against them, and the chief magistrates stripped off their clothes and 

ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they 

threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them securely guarded. 24 Receiving such an 

order, he put them into the inner prison and secured their feet in the stocks.” 
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What? How could this be part of God’s plan? People are getting saved; demons are being 

casted out; why this? Why does Paul and Silas have to go through this? Why do they have to 

suffer? How can this really be God’s will? And, can you imagine the scene here? 

(Acts 16:19-21) These owners of this girl are furious. There income is now gone; so they 

grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them down the streets to the marketplace and place them 

before the authorities. This alone had to have been painful and had to have been humiliating, 

but it gets worse. The girl’s owners said “These men are seriously disturbing our city. They are 

Jews 21 and are promoting customs that are not legal for us as Romans to adopt or practice.” 

Basically, they are guilty of sharing the gospel. Since this was a Roman colony, the people were 

able to have their own religion, but they were not permitted to convert anyone to their beliefs. 

So, they viewed Paul and Silas as guilty of trying to proselytize the people.  

(Acts 16:22) Then a mob joined in on the attack. So, there’s Paul and Silas in the middle of this 

mob that’s probably screaming and yelling at them.  And without trial, the authorities ordered 

that Paul and Silas be stripped naked most likely and beaten with rods in front of everybody. 

Blow after blow after blow after blow. After the flogging, they then are put into the inner 

prison, heavily guarded, and with their feet in the stocks. The jailer with his strict orders was 

not going to take any chances so he most likely put them in the most secure cell in the prison, 

possibly a dungeon. So, there’s Paul and Silas, there backs dripping with blood, laying on a cold 

dungeon floor, chained up as a criminal, and their feet locked between two pieces of wood so 

that they can’t move. Most of us would be angry, frustrated, and confused. “God, I thought you 

wanted us to come here? What’s going on?” This can’t be Your plan? This can’t be your will; can 

it?  

Suffering….nobody wants to go through it, but we are promised that it will happen in this fallen 

world. Paul writes, (Philippians 1:29) “For it has been given to you on Christ’s behalf not only to 

believe in Him, but to suffer for Him.”  
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So, we will suffer. And Christians all around the world are in prison right now for their faith. 

Persecution and suffering will come our way when we live out our faith, but God…. God is 

always with us; He is always working in the midst of our sufferings and often God uses our 

sufferings to bring blessings to others.  

Evin prison is one of the worst prisons in the world. One news article was titled, “Inside Iran’s 

Evin prison former detainees say ‘every day is a day of suffering.’” This prison is known for it’s 

torture, brutality, and death. And there is no telling how many of our Christian brothers and 

sisters are in there right now. 

Well, two Christian women that were in the Evin prison in Iran were Marziyeh and Maryam. 

These two women lived in Iran and in 2009 were captured and put in prison for their faith. Their 

crime? Sharing the gospel and worshipping Jesus in their home. After arriving at Evin prison 

they prayed for a quick release, but after being there for just a short time, they realized that 

“God had a purpose for having them in this dark place.” Because of international pressure, they 

were released after only 259 days, which is a very short time compared to most. (expand) And 

after their release the two women said this in an interview, “At first we were praying for our 

release. But after a few days we realized that by meeting other women in the prison - some 

who were homeless or addicts - God had given us an opportunity to share the message of 

Christianity with people who needed to hear it the most.” And I love this statement, “The 

guards couldn’t stop us from talking to prisoners about Christianity and that made them 

furious. We were already in prison, so what more could they do to us?”  

 

You get the sense that “going” was their plan. They were on a mission to save souls and to 

make disciples in one of the worst prisons in the world. So, In the midst of suffering, in the 

midst of beatings, in the midst of not knowing if they were going to live or die, they had an 

opportunity to point people to the Savior for 259 days. And most of the time when we are in 

the midst of a trial or a difficulty, we just want it to be over, but so often that’s right where God 

wants us to be. These two women were kingdom minded and used this terrible situation to 

share the gospel with hundreds of inmates, including the prison guards. 

  



8 
 

(Acts 16:25) So, there they are, Paul and Silas have been beaten, their feet are in the stocks, 

chained up, and laying on a cold dungeon floor; it doesn’t get much worse than that. But, 

instead of anger, giving up, or just being mad, “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.” 

 

I want to pause on this one verse for a few minutes because understanding how to praise in the 

midst of the storm is something we all probably need to hear today. After everything they just 

went through, I can understand the praying, “God help me, God us out of here.” But they were 

singing praises to God. Instead of turning away from God in frustration with what just 

happened, they turned to Him in worship. How in the world is this possible? How were they so 

content in the midst of being chained up in a dungeon?  

Paul knew that through any sufferings, he was never alone. Remember, Jesus promised, “I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” So, Jesus is with us in our darkest moments. So, no 

matter what happened Jesus was with Paul helping him and supplying his needs. So, Paul was 

content, he had Jesus! Not to mention he was saved by Jesus, forgiven by Jesus, and had 

eternal life because of Jesus.  

Paul said, (Philippians 4:11-13) “…for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I 

am. 12 I know both how to have a little, and I know how to have a lot. In any and all 

circumstances I have learned the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, whether 

in abundance or in need. 13 I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me.” Paul 

was strengthened in these hard moments in life through Jesus and because of that he 

worshipped! 

   

Also, Paul knew God had a plan and was working in his situation, Paul writes, (Romans 8:28) 

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are 

called according to His purpose.” So, Paul had the right perspective in this situation and 

because of that they worshipped the God that saved them, the God that was with them, the 

God that gave them strength, the God that was working all things out for His glory; and the God 

that they would spend eternity with.   
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So, what’s your prison today? Do you feel trapped? Do you feel chained up? Do you feel like 

there’s no way out of your situation? Whatever dungeon that you are in today, turn to Jesus; 

trust in Him; worship Him. He is with you and will never leave you. He will give you the strength 

to endure the trial that you are in and He will give you joy in the midst of your suffering. And, 

He is working in your situation, so in these moments, continue to trust and to live out your 

faith.  

 

(Acts 16:25) And when we live out our faith in the midst of trials and sufferings, people around 

us notice that there’s something different about us. And that’s what happened with Paul and 

Silas. After “praying and singing hymns to God, …the prisoners were listening to them.” The 

prisoners heard Paul and Silas praying and singing. And this had to have made a huge impact on 

them because the setting here is not a joyful setting; it’s a prison. But, there was praise in the 

air. The other prisoners had to have wondered, “who is this God? Who is this God that can give 

such joy? Who is this God that they are worshipping in a time like this?” Then, God showed up 

in a powerful way! 

Verses 26-29, “Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail 

were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s chains came 

loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison open, he drew his sword and 

was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out in a 

loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because all of us are here!” 29 Then the jailer called for lights, 

rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.” 

So, God showed up in a mighty way. The earth was quaking, the prison was shaking, doors were 

flying open, and chains were falling off. God just did it; this was no big deal for our big God. And 

this wasn’t just a little rumble; the foundations of the jail were shaking. And with all of this, the 

prisoners were set free. 
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And for us today, there is no trial, no problem, no difficulty, no prison that God cannot deliver 

us from; we serve a big and mighty God. “When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the 

prison open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the prisoners 

had escaped. 28 But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because all of us are 

here!” 

So, the jailer probably fell out of his bed because of the earthquake. He quickly realized what is 

going on and thinking all the prisoners had escaped, draws his sword to kill himself. Since the 

jailer was responsible for any escaped prisoners, he knew he himself would be killed our 

severely punished for this, so he decides to take his own life. But Paul, seeing what was about 

to happen, reassured him, we are all here, no prisoners have escaped. So, the question that 

must be asked is, why are they all still there? The doors are open and they have the opportunity 

to be free, but instead of freedom, they decide to stay in the prison with Paul and Silas; why in 

the world would they do that?  

Maybe the prisoners heard about Lydia and her household getting saved? Maybe they heard 

about Paul casting out the demon? Maybe Paul and Silas specifically prayed that the Lord would 

shake the prison and set them free? Maybe the joy that Paul and Silas had, had caused them to 

want to hear about their God? Whatever the reason, staying in the prison with Paul and his God 

was better than freedom in the world with no God. That’s powerful! 

So, the jailer is amazed that their all still there. (Acts 16:29-30) “Then the jailer called for lights, 

rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he escorted them out and said, 

“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

The jailer had to have known about Paul casting out the demon. He had to have heard them 

singing throughout the night. And seeing Paul, Silas, and all the prisoners still there after the 

earthquake, had to have caused him to be in awe of Paul’s God. So maybe because of all of this, 

this jailer for the first time recognizes that God is real, God is powerful, God is in this place; and 

he recognizes that he needs God. So, he hurries in, falls down shaking in fear, and says, “Sirs, 

what must I do to be saved?” 
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This idea of being saved, greatly influenced John Wesley’s life. John Wesley was used by God in 

a mighty way in the 1700’s as a preacher and an evangelist, but it almost didn’t happen! One 

night when John was just five years old, he was sleeping upstairs, but something woke him up. 

He opened his eyes and his room was full of smoke and flames. His two sisters and his brother 

Charles that he shared his room with were gone. John’s father was able to get all 7 of his 

children out, but because of the flames could not go back in again to get little John. So, John 

opened his door in his room to find the floor in the hallway on fire. So, he went back into his 

room, went to the window and could see the roof above him on fire. So, there’s little John, 

trapped with nowhere to go. Flames all around his room with no hope of being rescued. Then, 

two men outside the house see the little boy at the window; they rush to get a ladder. They 

leaned the ladder against the burning house to find out that the ladder was too short. So, one 

man gets on the shoulders of another man and they go to the top of the ladder. They get close 

to John’s window and the top man reaches as far as he could and is barely able to grab John. As 

soon as they climbed down the ladder, the roof to the house caved in.  

This event of being saved from the flames greatly impacted his life. He took this event as 

evidence that God had a purpose in sparing him. Later in his life as he led the Methodist revival 

in England, the incident became for him a picture of the world and his role in it. The burning 

house represented the perishing world. Each soul was symbolized by the perishing child who 

needed to be plucked from the fire. He spent his life sharing the good news of Jesus so that 

many could be saved from the flames of hell. And before he died, he wrote this to be put on his 

tombstone, “Here lies the body of John Wesley, a brand plucked out of the burning.”  

(Acts 16:29-30) We are all guilty; we are all sinners that need to be saved. This jailer realizes 

that he is in trouble with God and comes before Paul and Silas and asks the most important 

question that anyone can ask, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Salvation is not complicated, 

God made it easy for us, but hard for Jesus. Jesus paid the price for us on the cross. He suffered 

and died for us. But, three days later He conquered the grave and rose again. And now, He sits 

alive and well at the right hand of the Father waiting to save anyone who calls on His name. 
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Paul and Silas replied to the jailers question, (Acts 16:31) “….“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 

will be saved—you and your household.” Salvation is only through believing in Jesus.  

I love the story of Charles Spurgeon. As a young man he read the Bible; but did not understand 

how to be saved. He asked many preachers the same question, “How can I be saved? How can I 

get my sins forgiven?” No one provided an answer he understood. But everything changed 

when he was 15 years old walking to church in a snowstorm. The storm was so bad he could not 

make it to his church, so he slipped into a small Methodist church to escape the snow. There 

was hardly anyone there and even the head pastor wasn’t there because of the storm. A lay 

preacher shared the message that morning and his title of his sermon was, “Look unto me, and 

be saved, all the ends of the earth.”  

Spurgeon sat there and listened until the preacher looked right at him and said, “Young man, 

you look miserable. Well, I did, but I had not been accustomed to have remarks made from the 

pulpit on my personal appearance before. However, it was a good blow, struck right at home.” 

The preacher continued, “And you will always be miserable-miserable in life and miserable in 

death-if you don’t obey my text; but if you obey, if you believe, this moment, you will be 

saved…Young man, look to Jesus Christ. Look! Look! Look! You have nothing to do but look and 

live.” And in the moment of believing Spurgeon said, “the cloud was gone, the darkness rolled 

away.” Spurgeon goes on to say, “Oh, that somebody had told me this before, “Believe in Jesus, 

trust in Jesus, and you shall be saved.” Spurgeon did nothing but believe, and now finally he had 

his sins forgiven and was now eternally saved! 

(Acts 16:30-31) So, right after the jailer came trembling before Paul and Silas, verse 30 tells us 

that the jailer “escorted them out.” Well, where did he take them? Verse 31 tells us that the 

jailer and his whole household could be saved if they believed. So, most likely Paul and Silas 

said this because they were in the jailer’s house looking at his family when they said this. The 

jailer probably wanted his whole family to hear what these men had to say.   

(Verses 32-34) Then they spoke the message of the Lord to him along with everyone in his 

house. 33 He took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds. Right away he 
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and all his family were baptized. 34 He brought them into his house, set a meal before them, and 

rejoiced because he had believed God with his entire household.”  

(Acts 16:32) Paul and Silas share the good news of Jesus with everyone that was in the house, 

and most likely all the prisoners where there too. Remember, after the earthquake none of 

them left, they all stayed, so most likely they all went to the jailer’s house to hear what Paul 

and Silas had to say. And in this moment of hearing the good news the jailer, his household, and 

I would assume many of the prisoners believed in Jesus for salvation. Then the jailer “took them 

the same hour of the night and washed their wounds.” This would have been very unusual for a 

jailer to do this to a prisoner, but the jailer has been saved, and now has compassion and mercy 

for Paul and Silas and takes them to the river to wash their wounds and probably the wounds of 

the other prisoners as well. Then, down in the river, Paul and Silas baptize the jailer, his family, 

and the prisoners. And who knows, this may have been the same river and same spot that Lydia 

and her household were baptized. After this, “He (the jailer) brought them into his house, set a 

meal before them, and rejoiced because he had believed God with his entire household.”  

Another night of rejoicing because salvation had come to many. God worked all things out for 

His glory! Yes, Paul and Silas had to suffer for a short time, but through that, many right now, 

this second are rejoicing in heaven!   

What a story, what a story of what God can do! Lydia and her household get saved. A young girl 

is set free after Paul commands the demon to come out of her. Then, a jailer, his whole family, 

and most likely a lot of prisoners believed in Jesus. And all of this happened because a few men 

were willing to “go.” For us today, “Going is the plan.” Our mission today is very clear; how we 

should live today is very clear—In the midst of life and all that goes on, we are called to go; and 

when we do the Lord can do great things!  
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Title: “Going is the Plan” 

Text: Acts 16:6-34  

Worship: Worshipping the One who saves! 

Preaching date:  January 10th, 2021 

Key Sentence: “Our mission today is very clear; how we should live today is very clear—In the 

midst of life and all that goes on, we are called to go!” 

Outline: 

I. The Spirit of Jesus leads (Acts 16:6-10) 

II. Jesus saves! (Acts 16:11-15) 

III. Persecuted for Jesus (Acts 16:16-24) 

IV. Jesus saves! (Acts 16:25-34) 

Notes: 

1. Worship: (worship time should be just songs that exalt Jesus). Worship the One who 

leads us, saves us, and comforts us.    

2. Scripture for bulletin: Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Romans 1:16, 1 Timothy 2:4-6, 

Romans 10:13-14.  

3.  Children’s Corner:  Douglas Talks! 

4.  Visuals: (feet walking) walking down a path, walking on railroad tracks, walking  

5. Prayer week: Play guitar in the background. 

6.  Sign:  Going is the plan 

                         Acts 16:6-34 

      7.  Bulletin:  Stack 1, 18B9, “Here am I send me” 
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Prayer week 

-The jailer asked the most important question anyone could ask, “what must I do to be saved?”  

Have you believed?  Why not now? 

If you are saved-spend a few minutes thanking Him.  

*Have I believed?  

 

-Anyone feel trapped today? Anyone feel like they’re in a hopeless situation? Or maybe you feel 

like things just never go the way I want them to go. Spend a few minutes asking for the Lord to 

help you. Ask Him to help you to trust Him. And ask Him to help you to be a light in the midst of 

your trial.  

*Lord, help me. Show Yourself strong in my situation.  

 

-Paul was willing to go. He was willing go anywhere for the Lord. He was no ashamed of the 

gospel. He wrote in Romans, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for 

salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek.” Are you willing to 

go? Do you share the gospel? When was the last time you shared the gospel with someone? 

*Pray that the Lord would help you in living a life of “going.”  

 

 

All of these is trust 
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