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Malachi 3:6-12 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 

are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my 

statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the 

LORD of hosts.  

 

But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. 

But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9You 

are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 

 
10Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11I 

will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, 

and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12Then all 

nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of 

hosts.  
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God’s Faithfulness to the Faithful 

Malachi 3:6-12 
 

We still have two weeks in Malachi, this week and next, before we begin our formal 

Christmas series, “Christmas in the Epistles.” I’m looking forward to it, but I 

never expected that both of the last two weeks in Malachi would be illustrated 

by stories usually associated with Christmas. Next week we’ll feature a story 

by Max Lucado. This week, despite a Thanksgiving focus in our worship and 

in our prayer and in this text, the main illustration for this message comes 

from Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. Now Malachi 3:6-12 is not about 

Christmas. It’s about the blessing of giving ourselves and our stuff 

wholeheartedly to God, and about the curse of withholding ourselves and our 

stuff from God. Said positively, when we give all we have to God, we are 

blessed, or happy. You could also say it negatively. When we withhold all that 

we have from God, we are miserable. 

I think A Christmas Carol illustrates this perfectly. You know the story. Scrooge, a 

miserly mortgage broker and landlord is visited by ghostly spirits who show 

him just how miserable his un-charity has made him and will make him. 

Dickens opens with one of his famous first lines “Marley was dead, to begin 

with. There is no doubt whatever about that.” Scrooge’s partner Jacob Marley 

who had been dead seven years, appears to Scrooge as a miserable bound 

tormented ghost and warns Scrooge that his greed and cruelty would lead to 

the same end. Scrooge, Dickens says “was a tight-fisted hand at the 

grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, 

covetous, old sinner! Hard and sharp as flint; . . . secret, and self-contained, 

and solitary as an oyster. The cold within him froze his old features, nipped 

his pointed nose, shriveled his cheek, stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his 

thin lips blue; and spoke shrewdly in his grating voice. He carried his own low 

temperature always with him; he iced his office in the dog-days of summer; 

and didn't thaw it one degree at Christmas.” Even in the fourth paragraph of 

the book you know that Scrooge was not only greedy but miserable. 

Each of us, I suspect, has a favorite movie adaptation of “A Christmas Carol.” Mine 

is the Muppets Christmas Carol, which we watch every year. I read a review 

which called the Muppet version bizarrely faithful to the original. Here’s how 

they introduce Scrooge: “There he is; Mr. Ebenezer Scrooge.” “Say, is it 

getting cold around here?” “When a cold wind blows it chills you, chills you 

to the bone. But there's nothing in nature that freezes your heart like years of 

being alone. It paints you with indifference like a lady paints with rouge.” 
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“And the worst of the worst, the most hated and cursed, is the one that we call 

Scrooge! Unkind as any and the wrath of many, this is Ebenezer Scrooge. Oh! 

There goes Mr. Humbug, there goes Mr. Grim. If they gave a prize for being 

mean, the winner would be him! Oh Scrooge he loves his money 'cause he 

thinks it gives him power. If he became a flavor you can bet he would be sour! 

Even the vegetables don't like him! There goes Mr. Skinflint, there goes Mr. 

Greed. The undisputed master of the underhanded deed. He charges folks a 

fortune for his dark and drafty houses. Us poor folk live in misery. It's even 

worse for mouses. 

He never gives, he only takes, he lets his anger rule. Dickens gives him some great 

lines: “If I could work my will every idiot who goes about with 'Merry 

Christmas' on his lips would be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with 

a stake of holly through his heart.” When asked for a Christmas donation for 

the poor he says “I don't make merry myself at Christmas, and I can't afford 

to make idle people merry. I help to support the establishments I have 

mentioned [prisons and poor houses] and those who are badly off must go 

there.” “Many . . . would rather die.” “If they would rather die," said Scrooge, 

"they had better do it, and decrease the surplus population.”  

But the point of Dickens’ story is that Scrooge is given an opportunity to repent of 

this greed, anger and cruelty. Malachi’s point is that the people of Israel are 

given the same opportunity. Malachi 3:6-12, shows that when we give all we 

have to God, we are blessed. Let’s read the whole text and then we’ll focus 

on the first two verses where God makes the generous offer of repentance.  

Malachi 3:6-12 “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, 

are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from 

my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, 

says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man rob 

God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In 

your tithes and contributions. 9You are cursed with a curse, for you are 

robbing me, the whole nation of you.10Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the 

LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 

for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11I will rebuke the devourer for 

you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field 

shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12Then all nations will call you 

blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts. 
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“For I, the Lord, do not change.” God’s faithfulness is one of the most comforting 

themes of Scripture. In Malachi several charges are brought against Israel, 

including the fact that they’d broken faith in their marriage covenants, and 

their covenant with God. But despite their sin, God didn’t break faith. In Psalm 

89 he says “if they violate my statutes and do not keep my commandments, 
32then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 

stripes, 33but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or be false to my 

faithfulness.” God is faithful. He won’t quickly destroy sinners. And they are 

sinners. God says “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from 

my statutes and have not kept them.” Sin is turning away from God by doing 

what you know is wrong, against his decrees. Isaiah 59 says “your iniquities 

have separated you from your God and your sins have hidden his face from 

you.” Turning away from God into sin results in eternal separation from him. 

But God’s just judgment of sin does not negate his faithfulness. Even now he says 

to us what he said to Israel “Return to me and I will return to you.” That phrase 

reminds me of a dance. You’ve probably seen ballet or ice skating where the 

hero and heroine separate to the far sides of the stage, then they turn and rush 

back to each other’s arms. So it is with God. As we are turning to him he is 

returning to us. “Return” is Hebrew “shuv.” It appears over a thousand times, 

and is often translated ‘repent’ as well as “turn” and “return.” The Theological 

Dictionary says “The Bible is rich in idioms describing man's responsibility 

in repentance: “incline your heart unto the Lord your God” (Joshua 24:23); 

“wash your heart from wickedness” (Jeremiah 4:14); “break up your fallow 

ground” (Hosea 10:12). These expressions are  summarized by the verb shuv 

which combines the two ideas of turning from evil and turning to good. 

“Shuv” is used twice in Malachi in ways that show its richness. At the end of the 

book we’ll see that the messenger sent ahead of the Messiah, John the Baptist, 

will “turn” the hearts of the fathers to their children, and of the children to 

their fathers. In this usage the action of turning our hearts is done by an outside 

force, usually God himself. He shoves us into repentance through the work of 

his Holy Spirit. But our verse, Malachi 3:7 is even more remarkable. It 

explicitly shows God turning to us to rescue. The classic picture is the parable 

of the prodigal son. Yes, the son repented and returned, but it was the father 

who was out there day after day waiting, and when he saw him, he ran to him. 

Benny Hester shows it in When God Ran. “Almighty God, Great I Am, Immoveable 

rock, Omnipotent Powerful Awesome Lord. Victorious warrior, mighty 

conquerer, commanding King of Kings. The day I left home, I knew I'd broken 

His heart: I wondered if things would ever be the same. Then one night, I 

remembered His love for me. Down that dusty road, ahead I could see.”  
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“It was the only time, the only time I ever saw Him run was when He ran to me, took 

me in His arms, held my head to His chest and said "My son's come home 

again".  Lifted my face, wiped the tears from my eyes. With forgiveness in 

His voice He said "Son, do you know I still love you?" It caught me by 

surprise, It dropped me to my knees when God ran.  

“Return to me and I will return to you, says the Lord.” You’d think that alone would 

break the hearts of these Israelites. But it doesn’t. They demand specifics. So 

he gives them one. Verse 8 “But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man 

rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ 

In your tithes and contributions. 9You are cursed with a curse, for you are 

robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house.” 

God doesn’t say that Israel's failure to tithe, or make offerings was her only sin or 

one greater than others. But it was characteristic sin, like their treachery to 

their marriage partners and willingness to place any old thing on the altar. 

They were willing to cheat God out of what was due Him. The verb “to rob” 

means to defraud or take by force. To rob God implies that everything we call 

ours really belongs to God, and when we don’t allow him to use what is his, 

we rob him. The New Testament calls this stewardship. We are not owners of 

what is ours but managers, holding all things in trust for God, managing things 

wisely for his benefit, rather than embezzling his stuff into our own accounts. 

Israel had robbed God of what was his by not giving him the tithe. Under the law the 

tithe, or tenth part of all income was “holy to the Lord,” set apart for his use. 

According to most scholars another tenth was given for the benefit of widows, 

orphans, resident aliens and others in need. Finally, every third year another 

tenth was given to Levites who lived nearby. The tithe was 23 percent, not 

counting additional offerings which were given at the temple voluntarily for 

some special purpose. God’s people were expected to be giving, generous.  

They still are. Sadly, the complaint against the people of Israel here is a complaint 

that God could well give to his people today. George Barna reports that of 

those who claim a personal relationship and commitment to Jesus, only one 

out of ten give ten percent of their income. Now don’t get me wrong. I don’t 

believe Christians are governed by a law that commands us to give 10 or 23 

percent of our earnings to God. But, the Old Testament, even when not 

applicable to us as law is given to us as wisdom, so it’s wise to consider the 

tithe as a minimum standard for your giving. As Kaiser says “If it was 

appropriate under the law to give a tenth, Christians will want to give no less 

than a tenth insofar as we have received and known so much more!”  
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The New Testament does in fact set a standard for those who are stewards of what 

God owns. The standard is generosity and joy in giving. The classic text is 

2nd Corinthians 8 and 9, where Paul says things like “But as you excel in 

everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our 

love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.” He instructs us to 

give according to our means. “For if the willingness is there, it is acceptable 

according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.” But 

then he says “whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 

sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has 

decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver.” God blesses joyful generosity. Jesus says much the same thing 

as Paul and Malachi in Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. Good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 

lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

In Malachi God challenges the people with this truth: “Bring the full tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 

test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” The 

“storehouse” is first of all the temple treasury, where tithes were to be brought. 

In a larger sense it’s anyplace that God’s work is being done. So as a principle 

this implies “give to the church first,” but not to the exclusion of other good 

works or missionaries or to the exclusion of seeing needs yourself and meeting 

them. Furthermore, we have to recognize that God owns not only our stuff but 

ourselves and so we should practice giving for God’s use not only our money, 

but our time, energy and hearts. This is “the whole tithe.” We are to love the 

Lord our God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength. 

This giving is essential to the work of the kingdom in our day. Now I don’t deny that 

God can miraculously expand the kingdom and win people to faith in Christ 

using only half-hearted or low-giving believers. But he doesn’t very often do 

that. He usually uses whole-hearted self-sacrificing believers to do his work, 

to be the hands and feet and heart and voice of Jesus. So if we believe the 

Gospel and want to be part of what the living God is doing in our day, we 

need to examine ourselves and see how “all-in” we are. As in Malachi’s day, 

one way is to look at our giving. Are we committed to joyful generosity?  

I’ve been amazed by some of the things Barna and others have found about giving 

by believers. As you would expect, those who are older and more financially 

well-off give more. But you would expect that to be proportional to salaries. 

Further, you would expect the sense of being generous to be greater among 

those who give more. Turns out that’s not really true.  
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Younger generations have less to give give less, but feel like they are giving more. 

Barna says “Millennials [those 18-31] are the most likely to say that 

generosity is important to them personally.” But across the board they are also 

far more likely to have given the lowest amounts in the past year. And among 

all self-identified Christians of all ages “serving God with one’s money” ranks 

sixth on the list of financial goals. Sixth. That, to me, is pretty telling. 

Of course financial giving is only one aspect of being “all-in” for God. Barna’s 

recent surveys have asked “in what way are you most frequently generous to 

others.” 31 percent of Christians said it’s through volunteering and service. 25 

percent said it’s through emotional and relational support of others. 19 percent 

said it’s through monetary support. 16 percent said it’s through giving gifts 

other than money. 7 percent said it’s through practicing hospitality. As I look 

at that list I’m encouraged that people want to serve and to care for each other. 

But I wonder if many of us are failing to live up even to what we say is our 

top priority for generosity. Are we “all-in?” Are we living what we believe? 

This “all-in” attitude is implied throughout our passage in Malachi. Remember the 

first point was repent and return to me. We turn from the path of selfishness 

and sin we’ve been on as God turns us from that path. And when the people 

ask for an example God says look at how you are giving. If you and your stuff 

are not devoted to God and his service, then you are robbing God of what you 

meant to give him when you repented. But God never leaves repentance or 

command without blessing. That’s our third point. When we attempt to give 

all that we have and all that we are to God, we are blessed. 

God's challenge to these Israelites was to the test, to “prove,” or “try,” him. See if  

obedience to Him makes a difference. If they take up the challenge God will 

release the windows of heaven and send such abundance that “there will not 

be room enough to receive it.” He promises almost unlimited resources if His 

people would only put Him to this test. Notice that among the blessings he 

says, verse 11, “I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy 

the fruits of your soil.” This almost certainly refers to a plague of locusts, and 

quite possibly to the same plague of locusts that Joel described so vividly in 

his book that we studied earlier. God says “be generous” “be all-in” and I will 

prevent these plagues and I’ll make your crops and vineyards fruitful. “All 

nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight.”  

Notice also the implication of thanksgiving in these verses. Throughout Scripture 

God’s provision is poured in the form of abundant crops and fruitful work, 

and God’s people respond with delight, with thanksgiving. Giving thanks is 

part of being “all-in” as we recognize that all we have truly comes from God. 
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Every blessing, every delight, every degree of prosperity or safety or security we 

have comes directly from the windows of heaven. As David says in his prayer 

of thanksgiving for the provisions to build the temple “But who am I, and who 

are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from 

your hand.” This week, as we celebrate Thanksgiving and practice giving 

thanks, may we recognize that all that we have, whether much or little, comes 

from God’s hand. In A Christmas Carol it is Bob Cratchit’s family, not 

Scrooge who are grateful for their thin goose and second-hand gifts at 

Christmas, and for the blessing of home and hearth no matter how meager. 

But what does “blessing” mean to us? Does it mean that as we give God is obligated 

to multiply our wealth? Does it mean material prosperity, such as he promised 

to the nation of Israel. No. I won’t spend a lot of time today debunking the 

prosperity gospel. You’ve heard me before. I’m convinced that any reading of 

Scripture that makes God a cosmic vending machine held hostage to the 

quality of our faith is not only wrong, but heretical. Material blessing, which 

I do believe will be given in the millennium, and to all in the new heavens and 

the new earth, is only a small part of the full blessing he gives to believers and 

for which we should give thanks. God does bless our gifts of money, time and 

energy, but He doesn’t necessarily bless them with multiples of money, time 

or energy. He blesses them with intimacy, with the strength of his Holy Spirit, 

with delight in his work and in his word, and as Ephesians says “with every 

spiritual blessing in Christ.” We could go to that passage, in Ephesians and 

find an awesome list of what God has done for us.  

Or we could look at what Jesus says about blessing. I’m looking forward to studying 

the Sermon on the Mount in January. The Sermon begins with the Beatitudes, 

the blessings, the happinesses that Jesus promises to those who are “all-in.” 

None of the blessings is present material prosperity. But they are blessings we 

can count on, blessings of true happiness. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” We receive the kingdom now and the 

kingdom yet to come, with Christ as gracious king over our lives, living under 

his protective, loving kindness. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 

be comforted.” We do mourn, but the comfort of God the Holy Spirit, the 

tenderness with which he holds our hearts is a blessing no riches, no prosperity 

and no provision can match. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 

earth.” This is the one that’s closest to material provision, but it’s a promise 

of gladness-in-humilty now for provision later. “Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  Satisfied, filled, not 

with turkey but with what we should and can truly hunger for – righteousness 

and a righteous God-fearing life.  
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“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” As we become keenly aware 

of our sin we also become keenly aware of God’s mercy and keenly grateful 

for it. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” I’ll stop with this 

one because in some ways it’s the high point, before Jesus goes on to says that 

we are also blessed by being peacemakers and even by being persecuted. But 

to see God is the highest happiness, the greatest blessing. “No one has ever 

seen God, but God the One and Only, – Jesus - who is at the Father’s side, has 

made him known.” This is God’s big idea. “Now the dwelling of God is with 

men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God.” To see God by faith and soon by sight is 

the greatest blessing. And all of these blessings are poured out on us as God’s 

people. Material prosperity is nice, and it’s promised in that day, but it’s a 

dismal runner up to these blessings. 

But Malachi teaches us that our present enjoyment of these blessing is in jeopardy if 

we do not turn and return to God, if we are not “all-in” with God. It is when 

we give God all that we have that we receive these happinesses, and so many 

others that Jesus and the New Testament writers promise us. 

Scrooge knew this. Scrooge learned this. He wakes up Christmas morning after the 

visit of the three spirits and finds himself in his bed. Dickens writes “I don't 

know what to do!" cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the same breath. “I 

am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as merry as a school-

boy. I am as giddy as a drunken man. A merry Christmas to everybody! A 

happy New Year to all the world!” He falls into a fit of laughter and Dickens 

says “Really, for a man who had been out of practice for so many years, it was 

a splendid laugh, a most illustrious laugh. The father of a long, long line of 

brilliant laughs!” He buys a turkey and sends it by cab to Bob Cratchit and 

Dickens writes “The chuckle with which he said this, and the chuckle with 

which he paid for the turkey, and the chuckle with which he paid for the cab, 

and the chuckle with which he recompensed the boy, were only to be exceeded 

by the chuckle with which he sat down breathless in his chair again, and 

chuckled till he cried.” As Jesus said, it is better to give than to receive.  

“Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more; and to Tiny 

Tim, who did NOT die, he was a second father. He became as good a friend, 

as good a master, and as good a man as the good old City knew.”  

When we turn to God and do not rob God and give all we have to God we are blessed. 


