
































Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

Individually and in community 
we are called to cry out to God
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Elements of Lament
(as laid out by Mark Vroegop)

Cry Out
Complain
Ask Boldly

Trust



Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

Individually and in community 
we are called to cry out to God

Outline:
I. The cry of the leaders (Joel 1:13)
II. The cry of the community (Joel 1:14-18)
III. The cry of the individual (Joel 1:18-20)



Joel 1:13-20 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; 
wail, O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in 
sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because grain 
offering and drink offering are withheld from the 
house of your God.



14Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. Gather 
the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the 
house of the LORD your God, and cry out to the LORD.



15Alas for the day! For the day of the LO R D is near, and 
as destruction from the Almighty it comes. 16Is not the 
food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from the 
house of our God?



17The seed shrivels under the clods; the storehouses 
are desolate; the granaries are torn down because the 
grain has dried up. 18How the beasts groan! The herds 
of cattle are perplexed because there is no pasture for 
them; even the flocks of sheep suffer.



19To you, O LO R D , I call. For fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness, and flame has burned all 
the trees of the field. 20Even the beasts of the field 
pant for you because the water brooks are dried up, 
and fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.



Joel 1:13 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, 
O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in 
sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because grain 
offering and drink offering are withheld from the 
house of your God.
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ṣāʿaq nāhâ

zāʿaq

ʾānâ
tānâ

qîn

nehî qādar

ʾābal

ʾālâ ʾāwen

ʿāṣab
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Joel 1:13 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests; wail, 
O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in 
sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because grain 
offering and drink offering are withheld from the 
house of your God.

“Wail” – always in response to judgment or 
calamity, not directly to sin or in repentence

Isaiah 23:14 Wail, O ships of Tarshish, for your 
stronghold is laid waste. 
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Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

Individually and in community 
we are called to cry out to God

Outline:
I. The cry of the leaders (Joel 1:13)
II. The cry of the community (Joel 1:14-18)
III. The cry of the individual (Joel 1:18-20)
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Nehemiah 1:4 As soon as I heard these words I 
sat down and wept and mourned for days, and 
I continued fasting and praying before the God 
of heaven. 
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Joel 1:14 Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to 
the house of the LO R D your God, and cry out to the 
LO R D .

Isaiah 58:4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel 
and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. 
Fasting like yours this day will not make your 
voice to be heard on high. 



Joel 1:14 Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to 
the house of the LO R D your God, and cry out to the 
LO R D .

Matthew 6:16 “And when you fast, do not look 
gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward.”



Joel 1:14 Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to 
the house of the LO R D your God, and cry out to the 
LO R D .

Hebrew Word: ַָעקז ,  Transliteration: zāʿaq

English Words used in KJV: cry 50, cry out 11, 
assemble 3, called 3, gathered together 4

The basic meaning of this root is “to cry for help in 
time of distress.”



Joel 1:14 Consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly. 
Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to 
the house of the LO R D your God, and cry out to the 
LO R D .
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Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LO R D is 
near, and as destruction from the Almighty it comes. 

The Day of the Lord
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Joel 1:16 Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy 
and gladness from the house of our God?

Joel 1:12 The vine dries up; the fig tree 
languishes. Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all 
the trees of the field are dried up, and gladness 
dries up from the children of man. 



Joel 1:17 The seed shrivels under the clods; the 
storehouses are desolate; the granaries are torn down 
because the grain has dried up.



Joel 1:17 The seed shrivels under the clods; the 
storehouses are desolate; the granaries are torn down 
because the grain has dried up.



Joel 1:18 How the beasts groan! The herds of cattle 
are perplexed because there is no pasture for them; 
even the flocks of sheep suffer.



Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

Individually and in community 
we are called to cry out to God

Outline:
I. The cry of the leaders (Joel 1:13)
II. The cry of the community (Joel 1:14-18)
III. The cry of the individual (Joel 1:18-20)



Joel 1:19-20 To you, O LO R D , I call. For fire has
devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and flame
has burned all the trees of the field. 20Even the beasts
of the field pant for you because the water brooks are
dried up, and fire has devoured the pastures of the
wilderness.
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the pastures of the wilderness, and flame has burned
all the trees of the field.
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Joel 1:20 Even the beasts of the field pant for you
because the water brooks are dried up, and fire has
devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

Amos 1:6-7 Thus says the LORD: “For three 
transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not 
revoke the punishment, because they carried 
into exile a whole people to deliver them up to 
Edom. 7So I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Gaza, and it shall devour her strongholds. 



Joel 1:20 Even the beasts of the field pant for you
because the water brooks are dried up, and fire has
devoured the pastures of the wilderness.



Joel 1:20 Even the beasts of the field pant for you
because the water brooks are dried up, and fire has
devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

Psalm 42:1 As a deer pants for flowing 
streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. 
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Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

God’s People Should 
Reflexively Turn to Him
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Crying Out
Joel 1:13-20

“From earliest childhood, 
Louie had regarded every 

limitation placed on him as a 
challenge to his wits, his 
resourcefulness, and his 
determination to rebel.”





“He pleaded for help”



“On the sixth day the men recognized 
that they weren’t going to last much 

longer. Mac was failing especially 
quickly. They bowed their heads as 
Louie prayed. If God would quench 

their thirst, he vowed, he’d dedicate 
his life to him. The next day, by divine 
intervention or the fickle humors of 
the tropics, the sky broke open and 

rain poured down.”



“Above him, floating in a bright 
cloud, he saw human figures, 
silhouetted against the sky. He 
counted twenty-one of them. They 
were singing the sweetest song he 
had ever heard.”











“Here tonight, there’s a 
drowning man, a drowning 
woman, a drowning man, a 
drowning boy, a drowning 
girl that is out lost in the 

sea of life.”





““His mind was tumbling. He felt 
enraged, violent, on the edge of 

explosion. He wanted to hit someone. 
As he reached the aisle, he stopped. 

Cynthia, the rows of bowed heads, the 
sawdust underfoot, the tent around 
him, all disappeared. A memory long 
beaten back, the memory from which 
he had run the evening before, was 

upon him.”
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