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“We Have a Tremendous Hope” 

1 Peter 5:6-11 

Well, good morning again and so glad you are here today and so glad the Lord has allowed us to 

meet together again. For many, this has been a very trying time. Many of us have possibly felt 

discouraged, anxious, lonely, worried, and maybe even fearful; this trial has been an 

emotionally roller coaster I think for all of us. This virus crisis that we are still going through is 

something that most of us have never seen before or experienced in our lifetime. Many have 

been sick, many have died, many have lost jobs, and many have suffered financially; it’s been 

difficult and will continue to be difficult for a while. And the future is unknown, will a second 

wave of this virus come back? Will any in my family get sick? Will I get sick? Will I die? Will I lose 

my job? A lot of unknowns. So, as we look around this fallen world that we live in, that’s full of 

sin, disease, death, and hopelessness, it’s easy to get down, depressed, and discouraged, but 

God! God offers us a different path to take. We don’t have to live in a state of hopelessness. In 

the midst trials, persecution, sufferings, and sickness, we can have a tremendous hope today 

and every day. A hope that is sure. A hope that is certain. A hope that we can stand on. 

 

So this morning, the apostle Peter is going to point us to that hope. Peter was an uneducated 

fisherman who met Jesus, he saw Jesus heal, walk on water, and saw Jesus transformed in front 

of him in all of His glory with James and John. He eventually saw Jesus die on a cross, but then 

Peter saw the resurrected Christ three days later. Peter received the promised Holy Spirit, and 

saw with his own eyes, Jesus ascend into heaven to be with His Father. Jesus radically changed 

Peter’s life; Peter was transformed. He went from a lost fisherman, to a mighty man of God 

fishing for men. He eventually gave his life for Christ. And tradition tells us that he was crucified 

upside down, as he felt unworthy to die as Jesus did. This happened in Rome during the reign of 

Nero.  
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So, if you have your Bibles, open up to 1 Peter. Peter writes this short letter of hope to believers 

that had been scattered; most likely Jewish believers. And this letter of hope, had to have been 

a huge encouragement to them as Nero’s persecution of the church had just begun. So, 

throughout this letter Peter talks about sufferings and trials. But, in the midst of all of this, 

Peter points them and us to hope, a living hope; Jesus Christ. He writes in 1 Peter 1:3-9, “Praise 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. According to His great mercy, He has given us a 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an 

inheritance that is imperishable, uncorrupted, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5 You are 

being protected by God’s power through faith for a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 6 You rejoice in this, though now for a short time you have had to struggle in various 

trials 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—more valuable than gold, which perishes though 

refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 You 

love Him, though you have not seen Him. And though not seeing Him now, you believe in Him 

and rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 because you are receiving the goal of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls.” 

 

So, in the midst of various trials, Peter encourages them that they can have a living hope. Why? 

Because they have a living Savior---Jesus. So, our main passage that we are going to look at this 

morning is 1 Peter 5:6-11. And just in these 6 verses, the word hope just jumps off of the page.  

Verses 6-7, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt 

you at the proper time, 7 casting all your care on Him, because He cares about you.” 

Again, Peter is writing to believers that had been scattered and were going through various 

trials, just as we are today. Verse six is a command, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God.” Humbling yourself; this is the opposite of exalting self or being prideful. 

This word humble literally means to “think low” or to bring “yourself under.” It’s the idea of 

placing yourself under God, finding refuge under Him; taking shelter under Him, finding 

protection and help under Him. But, the first step-is recognizing our need to do this. 

Recognizing the value of putting ourselves under God. We are all needy people; we need to 
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recognize that we need God for everything! But, so often we exalt self, we think too highly of 

ourselves, we think we can do it, and that we have all of the answers, we think we can live life 

without Him; “I don’t need God.” To that Peter would say, humble yourself under the mighty 

hand of God; you need God. And this is the best place for us to be. Why? God is God and we’re 

not! He is the King, He is the Lord, He is ruler over all, He is sovereign, He is eternal, He is in 

complete control of everything, He’s sitting on His throne ruling and reigning in heaven right 

now, and He is the great I Am. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and creator of the 

universe. And He is the only one that can truly help us in our time of need, and He is the only 

One that can provide forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  

What incredible hope we have knowing that we can go to this mighty God and place ourselves 

under His mighty hand. And we see this hope so often in the Psalms, example Psalm 17:8, 

“Guard me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings.” And Psalm 62:5-8, 

“Rest in God alone, my soul, for my hope comes from Him. 6 He alone is my rock and my 

salvation, my stronghold; I will not be shaken. 7 My salvation and glory depend on God, my 

strong rock. My refuge is in God. 8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts 

before Him. God is our refuge.” And we have the privilege of taking refuge in Him; placing 

ourselves under His mighty hand because of Jesus. It’s all because of the cross. It’s all because 

of Christ’s sacrifice for us that allows us to go to this mighty God.  

And in due time God will exalt us. Most likely there is a double meaning here. As we submit our 

lives to Him and place ourselves under Him, He will lift us up. He will help, protect, and provide 

now. And later when Christ returns to get us, then He will fully exalt us and lift us up and take 

us to heaven; what a day that will be. 

So, recognizing our need for Him and how big and mighty He is, what should we do with all of 

the burdens and cares that we carry around? Verse 7, “casting all your care on Him, because He 

cares about you.” 

Our view of who God is (big, mighty, powerful) should naturally result in us giving Him all of our 

cares. All of us today at some level are going through various trials. (when I said that, something 

most likely just popped into your head) We have stresses in our lives, concerns, struggles, and 
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cares. And so often we just carry all of these things around with us. We hang on to them and in 

doing so, we are weighted down. Every day we feel the weight of our burdens that are in our 

lives. So, because God loves us and cares about everything that goes on in our lives, He says to 

cast them His way. He offers us hope with our concerns.  

And what comes to your mind when you think of casting? Most likely fishing, right? You cast 

your line out into the water and wait, and wait, and wait. Then what do you do? You reel it back 

in, and so often that’s what we do with our cares, we give them to God for a while, but later on 

we take them back and get weighted down with them again. But the real meaning of this word 

casting, is to “throw out.” So, when I hear that, I think of skipping rocks in a pond. You may pick 

up 20 rocks and throw them as for as you can and watch them skip across the water; and do 

you get them? No. You throw them with no thought at all of seeing those rocks ever again. And 

that’s what God wants us to do with our cares; completely throw them to Him, today, 

tomorrow, and every day of our lives.  

And obviously there are things in life that we have to deal with, we can’t just give all of our bills 

to God and say “You deal with it.” But, we can give our cares, our worries, our concerns, to Him. 

All the things we feel anxiety over, we can throw those things to God. So, all day long (I love 

that picture) we can throw our cares at Him. God wants us to give those things to Him, He 

wants to take our burdens, He wants to carry them for us. Why? Because He loves us and cares 

for us.  

And Peter may have thought of Psalm 55:22 when we wrote this verse, it’s very similar to what 

he wrote in 1 Peter. Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast your burden on the LORD, and He will sustain you; 

He will never allow the righteous to be shaken.” This Psalm gives us a little bit more detail and 

maybe a little bit more hope. As we throw all of our burdens on the Lord, He will sustain us and, 

He will not let us be shaken. In other words, He will hold us up. He will not let us fall down; 

why? Because as Peter said, “He cares for you.” So instead of tripping and falling carrying our 

worries around, we can throw them to God and stand strong. So church, whatever your worry 

is, whatever your burden is, throw them to God today and don’t walk out of here carrying all of 

that weight that God doesn’t want you to carry.  
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What hope we have knowing we can place our lives under His mighty hand. And what hope we 

have knowing we can give Him all of our cares. And now in verses 8-9, what hope we have 

knowing we can stand strong against the Devils attacks in our lives. (1 Peter 5:8-9) “Be 

serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for 

anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him and be firm in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings 

are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world.” 

So, this is a very real thing that so often we take lightly. Our enemy is after us every single day. 

So, Peter encourages the believers then and us today, to be serious; meaning to be sober, to be 

self-controlled. And alert; meaning to be watching and vigilant for his attacks to come. Peter is 

warning them to stay on high alert.  So let me ask you a question so that we can understand 

this better—what if you knew that someone was going to break into your house today at 5, you 

would be alert; you would be watchful, you would be ready, or would you just take a nap 

during that time? Of course you would be ready. You would have everything locked up tight, 

you would have the security company on high alert, you would have called the police already so 

they could patrol your neighborhood, and you would have ten of your strongest friends 

surrounding your house and ready for the attack to come; you would be ready! And the same 

should be true with us today as we prepare for the Devil’s attacks in our lives; because they will 

come.   

The Devil, the dragon, the ancient serpent, or Satan is a fallen angel. He was created to serve 

and worship God, but he rebelled. He was kicked out of heaven with all his followers-the 

demons. Satan’s plan, to prowl around like a roaring lion looking for anyone he can devour. He 

wants to chew us up today, he wants to take us out. And Peter may have had the thought of 

the Roman Coliseum in mind when we wrote this. Nero persecuted believers by having lions 

maul and devour them in a Coliseum as the crowds cheered.  

So, how do these attacks look in our lives today? Satan lies, he is the father of lies. He deceives, 

he makes things look good that are really not, he twists Scripture, he puts things in front of us 

that looks great, but they have a huge hook inside. He tempts us to sin; he wants to kill, steal, 

and destroy. He will do anything to try to keep us from loving God, serving God, and 
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worshipping God. And practice makes perfect. Satan has been practicing the art of deception 

for a very long time; and he’s very good at it. He is a powerful enemy that can mess with us, trip 

us up, and bring complete destruction into our lives, if we’re not prepared. But, we are not 

without hope and we are not powerless to his attacks. We have God on our side. 

Again, God is God, and Satan is not; he wants to be, but he’s not. Satan was created by God, but 

God is over His creation. God is the all powerful One and we know who wins. In the end God 

will take “The Devil who deceived (the world, and he will be) thrown into the lake of fire and 

sulfur where the beast and the false prophet are, and they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.” God wins! Satan is not match for our God.  

But to us, today, he is a very powerful enemy, so how can we defend ourselves, how can we be 

prepared? Verse 9, “Resist him and be firm in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 

being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world.” 

In Ephesians chapter six the apostle Paul describes Satan’s attacks as flaming arrows sent our 

way by the evil one. Again, the Devil is after us. He is sending all kinds of temptations and lies 

our way. He will do anything to pull us away from God. And he knows what our weakness is, he 

is crafty and will slither into our lives to try to destroy us. So, the picture here is Satan firing hot 

arrows towards us one after another. And if we are not prepared, we will get hit. Our strategy, 

to resist the devil. The meaning of this word is to “oppose or to stand against.” So, as the 

attacks come, we stand strong, we don’t give into them. We stand strong in our faith in God, 

not in our own strength, but in our faith.; our faith is our defense. James 4:7 says, “Therefore, 

submit to God. But resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.” Our eyes, our attention, our 

focus is not on the Devil and his attacks, but our eyes are on Jesus. We are to submit to God, 

turn to God, believe in God, trust in God. That’s our focus and that’s how we defend ourselves. 

Keith Green, famous Christian artist and evangelist says this, “What’s the most important way 

to resist the devil? Set your heart on knowing Christ. The closer we are to Jesus, the less 

vulnerable we are to Satan.” Our faith in God is a shield of protection for us. Paul says in 

Ephesians 6:16, “In every situation take the shield of faith, and with it you will be able to 

extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one.”  
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So, when the flaming arrows come our way, they hit our shield of faith and fall to the ground. 

The lie comes, and we believe in God. The temptation comes, we believe God is better. The 

arrow of worldly pleasures come; we believe God’s way is the best. As the attacks come, we 

stand strong trusting in God. And notice again where our focus is, it’ on God, not on the attacks. 

We submit to God, resist the Devil, and what happens, he flees. He realizes he is no match to 

our faith in God. He flees, it’s over, it’s done, our shield of faith protected us, and we never got 

hit.  

Several weeks ago we had a bad storm that hit our area in the middle of the night. The wind 

was howling and the rain was pounding against the window next to our bed. It woke me up, I 

heard the wind and the rain, but went back to sleep and not one raindrop landed on my head. I 

was protected. The window, the walls, the roof was a shield for me, I was safe and dry. And the 

same is true when we believe the truth about who God is, we submit our lives to Him, we 

believe His word, we believe His promises, we believe that He is good, and we believe that He is 

with us. So, when we fully trust in Him, believe in Him, those hot flaming arrows that can kill us, 

hit our shield of faith and fall into a puddle of water, and the attack is over just like that. So 

today, we have an incredible hope against our enemy. We are not powerless; we have our 

faith! 

 

Peter goes on to say in verse 9, “…knowing that the same sufferings are being experienced by 

your fellow believers throughout the world.” 

Suffering. This is a huge, huge topic; and for many so hard to understand. Why is there 

suffering? Why would a loving God allow us to go through such pain and agony at times? Why 

do bad things happen to good people? If God is all powerful, why doesn’t He just stop the bad 

stuff; stop all the suffering? But, with all of these questions, we always need to remember to go 

back to the truth; what is the truth? Again, Satan is always twisting things, lying to us, and 

trying to pull us away from God. And his schemes have worked; he is good at what he does. 

Many have asked God these questions and when the suffering continues, they get mad at God 

and turn away from Him, instead of trusting in Him. And of course, no one wants pain and 
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suffering in their life, but what is the truth? In this world we will have troubles, Jesus said, 

“…You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” It’s going 

to be hard.   

So often we think we are the only one suffering; that we are the only one with temptations, 

struggles, and trials in our lives. But Peter encourages them and us that all believers are 

suffering at some level around the world.  

So briefly, I just want to look at four aspects of suffering. Again, we always need to go back to 

truth. Why does bad things happen?  

Well, it started in the garden; Adam and Eve sinned, they disobeyed God, so sin, death, pain, 

and suffering came into the world. God didn’t do this, man did. Man believed a lie and listened 

to the devil and the world fell. After this God told the woman, “I will intensify your labor pains.” 

He told Adam, “The ground is cursed because of you. You will eat from it by means of painful 

labor.” Suffering and pain will be a part of our lives in this fallen world; there’s no way of 

getting around it.  

Second, Satan’s attacks hurt. His mission-kill, steal, and destroy. He wants to chew us up and 

pull us away from God. And as he attacked Jesus, he will attack us too. Remember when Satan 

attacked Jesus in the wilderness? Jesus was able to fight him off by using the Word of God. But 

listen to how it ended, “After the Devil had finished every temptation, he departed from Him 

for a time.” Did you hear that… “for a time.” Satan wasn’t just going to leave Him alone 

forever; he was going to plan another attack and come after Jesus to try to destroy Him. Satan 

is coming after us with his flaming arrows and at times we will get hit. At times his tactics will 

work on us and we will suffer because of his attacks in our lives. And in verse nine, Peter is 

linking suffering with the enemy’s attacks on us. And these attacks will continue until the day 

the Lord takes the Devil and throws him into the lake of fire where he will spend eternity.  

Third, we are promised to suffer in this world. Philippians 1:29, “For it has been given to you on 

Christ’s behalf not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him.” As a Christian, life will be 

hard as we try to live a holy life in this fallen world. We will be persecuted, made fun of, teased, 

harassed, and possibly martyred as we live for Jesus. But, all of this suffering is not for nothing. 
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God uses our sufferings to grow us. Paul says, (Romans 5:3-4) “…but we also rejoice in our 

afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance, endurance produces proven 

character, and proven character produces hope.” And James 1:2-4, “Consider it a great joy, my 

brothers, whenever you experience various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith 

produces endurance. 4 But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature 

and complete, lacking nothing.” So, in the midst of our trials today, God is working in our lives 

to grow us, and to mature us so that we can be more and more like Jesus. This is hard stuff, but 

in the midst of suffering, we need to ask the Lord, “what do you want to teach me, how do you 

want to grow me in this situation?” Because as Jesus said, “…He prunes every branch that 

produces fruit so that it will produce more fruit.” God allows sufferings in our lives so that we 

can be mature followers of Christ bearing fruit for His kingdom.  

Finally, as we go through times of sufferings, we get to know and experience Jesus in a deeper 

way. Paul writes in Philippians 3:10, “My goal is to know Him and the power of His resurrection 

and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” This should be our goal as 

well; to desire to know Him fully, even in our times of sufferings. So often our trials cause us to 

cry out to Him, and in doing so, we get to know Him more and experience His presence and 

power in our lives. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, “But He said to me, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the 

more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may reside in me. 10 So I take pleasure in 

weaknesses, insults, catastrophes, persecutions, and in pressures, because of Christ. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.” Through our sufferings, as we trust in Christ, we get to know Him 

more and experience His power in our lives. God can use our sufferings to get us closer to 

Himself.  

After Keith Green and his wife Melody became Christians in 1975, it was all about Jesus. Keith 

wrote music for the Lord and they opened up their home for Bible studies. People poured in 

and one after another they were getting saved. Keith and Melody started buying homes in their 

neighborhood to give a place for these new believers to grow in their faith and to get their lives 

straightened out. In 1977 they started Last Days Ministries and in 1979 they moved their 

ministry to an 140 acre ranch in East Texas. During this time Melody said this about Keith’s 
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teachings, “Keith taught us about living life that was 100 percent sold-out to God, about 

counting the cost, picking up our cross, prayer, suffering and about giving God total lordship 

over our lives.” 

This foundation was extremely important in Melody’s life because in 1982 Keith and two of 

their children were killed in an airplane crash leaving Melody a widow with one child and one 

on the way as she was 6 weeks pregnant at the time. But through the suffering of this loss, she 

said, “From the first moment of the airplane crash God carried me through the most devasting 

time of my life.” She goes on to say, “I’m grateful that Keith’s ministry gave me insight about 

God’s faithfulness and sovereignty. If I hadn’t understood that sometimes Christians suffer for 

reasons we don’t understand, I wonder if my faith would have remained intact after such a 

tragedy.” Bad things happen; sufferings will continue, but God is faithful in these moments and 

working in our lives.  

Over the decades since the loss of Keith and her children, Melody has continued the ministry 

and has blessed people all around the world. She says, “Today I have more faith in God’s 

goodness and ability to provide than ever before. Even when terrible things happen, He can 

turn those things towards our good…but only if we have the patience to wait while we are 

hurting.” Suffering hurts, but God is with us, God is helping us, God is growing us, and through 

all of that, we get to know God more. We have a tremendous hope in Him.  

So far we have seen that we have hope of placing ourselves under His mighty hand. Hope of 

casting all of our cares upon Him. Hope that He will protect us from the devil. Hope that He will 

help us in times of suffering; and now in verses 10-11 we will see that we have hope of eternal 

life with God forever.  

(Verses 10-11)  “Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 

personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a little. 11 The 

dominion belongs to Him forever. Amen.” 

This is our ultimate hope. Our God, the God of all grace. God who is full of all favor and all 

goodness; pours all of that out on us as a gift and provides eternal life. And after we suffer in 

this world for a little bit, He will personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support us. In 
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other words, He will make all things new; He will make everything perfect for us. There will be a 

day when there will be no more sickness, no more pain, no more suffering, no more tears, no 

more stress, no more worry, no more temptation, no more sin, no more corona virus, and no 

more death.  

So, we look forward to that day, but as we wait we don’t have to live in a state of hopelessness. 

In the midst trials, persecution, sufferings, and sickness in this world, we can have a 

tremendous hope today and every day. A hope that is sure. A hope that is certain. A hope that 

we can stand on; and a hope that is eternal. “The dominion belongs to Him forever. Amen.” 
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Title: “We have a tremendous hope” 

Text: 1 Peter 5:6-11 

Worship: “We can find hope in our mighty God” 

Preaching date: May 31, 2020 

Key Sentence: “In the midst trials, persecution, sufferings, and sickness, we can have a 

tremendous hope today and every day.” 

Outline: 

I.  God offers us hope with our concerns (1 Peter 5:6-7) 

II. God offers us protection from Satan (1 Peter 5:8-9) 

III. God gives us hope for eternity (1 Peter 5:10-11) 

Notes: 

1. Worship: This week’s text talks about how we have a mighty God who loves us and 

wants us to come to Him. We can stand firm against Satan through our faith in God. And 

God gives us a hope of eternal glory with Him one day. He is our hope!  

Bulletin insert: Psalm 46:1-3 and Psalm 33:16-22 

2. This will be a prayer week.   

3. Children’s Corner: “Hope you can count on!” 

4.  Visuals: (flowers coming up from a difficult place-hope) 

5.  Sign: “We have a living hope”      

                      1 Peter 5:6-11                     

      6.  Bulletin: Great is the LORD Stack 2, 20B5 
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1 Peter 5:6-11, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so 
that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your care on Him, because 
He cares about you. 
8 Be serious! Be alert! Your adversary the Devil is prowling around like a roaring 
lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him and be firm in the faith, 
knowing that the same sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers 
throughout the world. 
10 Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 

personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered 

a little. 11 The dominion belongs to Him forever. Amen.” 
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Prayer Week 
“We Have a Tremendous Hope” 

  

 

1 Peter 5:6 
“God, help me to humble myself.” 

 
 
 

1 Peter 5:7 
“God, help me to give You all my cares.” 

 
 
 

1 Peter 5:8-9 
“God, help me to resist the Devil.” 

“And, help me to have the right attitude in times of sufferings.” 
 
 
 

1 Peter 5:6-11 
“God, I praise You that I can come to You, that I can give You all 
my burdens, that You help me to stand against Satan’s attacks, 

that You help me in my trials; and I praise You for eternal Life with 
You forever!” 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 


