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Luke 18:31-43 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will 
be accomplished. 32For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be 
mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33And after flogging him, they will 
kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 34But they understood none of these 
things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.  
35As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 
36And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37They told him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 38And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 39And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 
But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40And Jesus 
stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he 
asked him, 41“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover 
my sight.” 42And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you 
well.” 43And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. 
And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.  
 
Luke 19:1-10 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And behold, there was 
a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And he was 
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because 
he was small in stature. 4So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to 
see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at 
your house today.” 6So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7And 
when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who 
is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore 
it fourfold.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since 
he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.”     



Luke 18:31-19:10, Page 1 of 8 
 

Suffering to Seek and Save 
Luke 18:31-19:10 

 
Sir Ernest Shackleton was the explorer whose ship, the Endurance was trapped in 

sea ice in 1914 approaching the coast of Antarctica. I’ve long been fascinated 
by his story, and I’ve told bits and pieces of it before, but this week as I thought 
about this text, a part of the Endurance story I’ve never told came to mind. 

So, quick summary to get us to the place I want to pick up. Ernest Shackleton had 
been an arctic explorer since 1901 and led an expedition in 1909 that came 
within 92 miles of the South Pole. In 1911 Roald Amundsen reached the Pole 
ahead of the tragic expedition of Robert Scott. Looking for a new challenge, 
Shackleton organized a cross-Antarctica attempt in 1914 and set out with 28 
men. By January 15, 1915, in the middle of the Antarctic summer, Endurance 
had already been trapped in early ice and remained there for ten months. With 
the pressure of the ice crushing the ship the crew moved onto ice floes, and 
eventually into open water in lifeboats. 497 days after they were trapped, they 
found refuge on uninhabited Elephant Island. Shackleton’s commitment to 
each crew member and sacrificial leadership made survival possible. 

It’s the next part of the story I want to tell. Shackleton realized that the odds of being 
found on Elephant Island were low. The nearest whaling outpost was on South 
Georgia Island, 792 miles away over open water. He set out in a lifeboat with 
five others. They encountered stormy seas and hurricane force winds, but by 
incredible navigation came to the south shore of the island after 16 days. The 
whaling station was on the north side. Shackleton deemed the boat too weak 
for further use so he, with two others, went on foot across the mountainous 
unexplored spine of the island in blizzard conditions, arriving on May 19th, 
1916. Shackleton's men were, in their words, "a terrible trio of scarecrows", 
dark with exposure, wind, frostbite and accumulated blubber soot.  

They sent a ship to rescue the three men on the south shore. Shackleton then led 
three different attempts over 4-1/2 months to get back to Elephant Island to 
rescue the rest of the crew. Of the original 28 crew members, Shackleton lost 
. . . none. Not one perished. In his 1956 address to the British Science 
Association, Sir Raymond Priestley, one of his contemporaries, said "Robert 
Scott for scientific method, Roald Amundsen for speed and efficiency but 
when disaster strikes and all hope is gone, get down on your knees and pray 
for Shackleton.”  
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This morning we’re going to look at verses in Luke where Jesus reveals an even 

greater commitment to the lost and suffering of this world than Shackleton 
showed to his crew and reveals again that his rescue will come through his 
sacrifice and resurrection. As we see Jesus in this text, we will see that by 
suffering and resurrection Jesus saves the suffering and the sinful. 

Our passage is Luke 18:31 to Luke 19:10. It begins, in verses 31-34 with Jesus’ most 
detailed prophecy of his death and resurrection. Luke 18:31 And taking the 
twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 
32For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and 
shamefully treated and spit upon. 33And after flogging him, they will kill him, 
and on the third day he will rise.” 34But they understood none of these things. 
This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was said.  

This is now the third major prediction of the crucifixion by Jesus. There are two, in 
quick succession in Luke 9, where this journey to Jerusalem began. Jesus has 
also implied often, along the way, that he knows he is going to Jerusalem for 
death and resurrection. Now he says to the disciples “we are going up to 
Jerusalem and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man 
will be accomplished.” Son of Man was his phrase for himself, used hundreds 
of times in the Gospels. It is also, however, the term used in Daniel when 
“with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to 
the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 

Jesus clearly sees himself as that Son of Man, the promised savior and Messiah. He 
see that the things written by the prophets were the things written about him. 
But what kind of Savior is he? Is he about to be handed dominion, glory and 
a kingdom?  No. He says the Son of Man will be “delivered over to the 
Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33And after 
flogging him, they will kill him.” He knows that he isn’t, yet, the triumphant 
Messiah the Jews expected, a conquering hero who defeats the Roman armies 
and all opposition and establishes a magnificent kingdom on Earth. He is, 
instead, the Savior of Isaiah Chapter 53, a suffering servant. Jesus almost 
certainly had Isaiah 53 in mind when he spoke these words, for there are many 
parallels. He says, for example, that he will be insulted, mocked, and spit on. 
We find in Isaiah 53 that he was despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows and familiar with suffering. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth.  
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He says he will be flogged. Isaiah says he was pierced for our transgressions, He 

was crushed for our iniquities. The chastisement which brought him peace 
was upon us and with the stripes [from his flogging] we are healed. He says 
he will be killed. Isaiah says he was cut off from the land of the living. “For 
the transgression of my people he was struck down, And he was assigned a 
grave with the wicked, and with the rich man in his death.” Jesus is the 
suffering servant who would give his life for others. He is also the savior who 
would rise from the dead. “On the third day he will rise again.” Isaiah said 
“After the suffering of his soul He will see the light of life and be satisfied.”  

But is this the way the disciples understood the prophecy? Apparently not: Verse 34 
“They understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, 
and they did not grasp what was said.” The reason they didn't understand these 
is they were not mentally prepared to process the meaning. This kind of thing 
happens all the time. Somebody says something so out of context, that you 
can't even process it at all until you change your viewpoint. For example, you 
drive past a sign that says “Slow, children at play” and your passenger says 
“Oh, I feel so sorry for them.” And you say “For who?” “The slow children.” 
You were not mentally prepared for the shift from a command to an adjective. 

It was much the same with Jesus: he was talking about a suffering servant who would 
die and rise again, and all the disciples heard saw was a Messiah who should 
reign. They didn't understand because they hadn't gotten the right mental 
picture, the right framework for understanding Jesus. They didn't see the need 
for a Savior who would die for their transgressions, they didn't feel the weight 
of God's judgement, or understand the need for a substitute to pay for their 
sins. And in this they were a lot like we are. We don't appreciate the suffering 
servant, the death of Jesus, because we don't feel the weight of our sins, or 
appreciate the majesty and holiness and justice of God. 

If Jesus came and set up his kingdom today, and put an ad on Facebook marketplace 
advertising for loyal subjects to do the kings will, would you qualify? If he 
said none need apply who have been self-centered, or rebellious, or subject to 
anger or violence, or given to lust or greed, would you qualify? No, not in 
your own self or strength. A triumphant Messiah would not have been any 
good for us at all. We would not qualify to be part of his Kingdom. What we 
needed, and what Jesus was, was a suffering savior. One who would die for 
our transgressions, who would suffer for our sins, who would bear our burdens 
and take our punishment. We needed, as the disciples needed, a Messiah who 
would suffer for us, so that as we trust him we are freed from sin,  transformed 
into people fit for his kingdom. We needed someone who, by suffering and 
resurrection would save the suffering and sinful. We needed Jesus. 
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As we go on, we see two simple stories, which show what kind of Savior Jesus is, 

one who rescues the suffering and the sinful. Luke 18:35-43 As he drew near 
to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36And hearing a 
crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37They told him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by.” 38And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 39And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 
But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40And Jesus 
stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, 
he asked him, 41“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me 
recover my sight.” 42And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith 
has made you well.” 43And immediately he recovered his sight and followed 
him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.  

Here Jesus shows himself to be the Son of David who nonetheless care for us.  Notice 
that he is close to Jerusalem at this point. He is down by the Jordan at the town 
of Jericho. All he has to do is walk up into the hill country to reach Jerusalem, 
about ten to twelve miles. As he approaches Jericho, there is a blind beggar 
there, possibly Bartimaeus, as he is called by Mark. When he hears that Jesus 
is passing by, he cries “Son of David, have mercy on me.” Son of David is a 
messianic title for Jesus, more so even than “Son of Man.” God promised the 
Messiah would be descended from David and sit on his throne forever. Isaiah 
16:5 says “in love a throne will be established; in faithfulness a man will sit 
upon it, one from the house of David, one who in judging seeks justice, and 
speeds the cause of righteousness.” Psalm 132 says “the LORD swore to David 
a sure oath from which he will not turn back: ‘One of the sons of your body I 
will set on your throne.’” We could use a dozen texts to show that the Messiah 
would be the Son of David who would reign on the throne. They didn't expect 
him to be the suffering servant, but they did expect him to be the Son of David. 

So when this man cries out “have mercy on me,” he is crying out to the one he thinks 
is Messiah and probably part of the reason the people hush him up is they are 
not sure this is that Son of David. By the way, though in English this phrase, 
‘have mercy on me,’ is the same as the phrase used by the tax collector in the 
previous parable, the Greek word is not the same. That word meant “atone for 
me.” This word is more like our English word, related to having compassion 
and concern for someone one and taking steps to show that care to them. The 
interesting thing is that Jesus, the atoning Savior is also the compassionate 
one. In the Gospels, this is more the focus of his mission. He is not about to 
take up a sword or climb on a horse – that will come later - but he is willing 
to be the Son of David, and he is willing to show mercy. I saw a journal article 
this week called “Jesus as Anointed and Healing Son of David,” which about 
sums it up, though that article referred to this usage in the Gospel of Matthew. 
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Jesus stops and has the man brought to him, and asks “what would you have me do 

for you?” The man says “I want to see.” So, Jesus heals him: “receive your 
sight, your faith has made you well.” This man had placed himself in the hands 
of the Son of David, and as he trusted in Jesus, then Jesus healed him. This 
kind of healing is exactly what the Savior, Son of Man and Son of David came 
to do. We see this in Isaiah as well, in the words Jesus used as his own mission 
statement at the beginning of Luke. “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor, He 
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives, and the recovery of sight to the blind.”  This caring rescue was part 
of his mission. He had come to give, not just sight to the blind, but to do all 
these things. He still offers this kind of rescue, not guaranteed healing of our 
physical illnesses, but guaranteed ministry to our spiritual needs, healing for  
spiritual blindness, good news for spiritual poverty, binding up of our broken 
hearts, freedom from the chains that truly bind us. He loves and cares for us.  

How do the people respond? You remember that the disciples didn’t understand the 
prophecy of suffering and resurrection. But this they understand! The man 
who had been blind follows Jesus, praising God, and when all the people see 
it, they also praise God. It's easy and its right to praise God when he reaches 
out to help us. Because Jesus is no less caring now than he was then. He still 
reaches out and touches and helps, seeks and saves people who are suffering 
and caught in sin. He is involved in our lives. He has not left us alone. I've 
seen too many cases over the years, to not believe, that God intervenes to 
rescue in response to the cry of his people. I've seen elders lay their hands on 
somebody and have that person be cured. I've seen cancer diagnosed, and then 
disappear when further tests were done. I've seen the hand of God working 
out the timing of events to benefit his people, and to bring himself honor and 
praise. I've seen this Messiah bring peace to troubled and lonely lives, binding 
up the brokenhearted, healing their hurts and caring for their wounds and 
showing heavenly love. I’ve seen him releasing from captivity those who 
suffer under addictions and family struggles and financial burdens.  

Now I'm not saying that these things will inevitably happen to you under your 
circumstances. Even in this passage we are looking at, we find that the mission 
of the savior is so much more than just helping people. But what I am saying 
is that Jesus cares for you, and he will do for you what is best, and most loving 
and most caring. Like these people, we need to use his work as an occasion 
for praise to God We need to recognize God's kind of Messiah, doing God's 
kind of work, and give him praise. 
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We’ve heard Jesus predict his own sacrificial suffering, crucifixion and death. 

We’ve heard him promise the resurrection. We’ve seen him respond to the 
blind man’s cry for mercy, for care and compassion. And finally, we will see 
his purpose, that this Savior is the one who seeks and saves us. Chapter 19, 
verses 1-10: He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And behold, there 
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And 
he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was small in stature. 4So he ran on ahead and climbed up into 
a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried and came down 
and received him joyfully. 7And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has 
gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and 
said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And 
if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9And Jesus said 
to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”     

We're still in Jericho, and as Jesus passes through town, there is a man named 
Zacchaeus up a tree, trying to see. Zacchaeus was a tax collector, and as we 
learned a few weeks ago, they were considered the worst sort of people. They 
were generally greedy and unfair, they were viewed as traitors to their people. 
They had put money first in their lives, and were ripping off their own people, 
in order to gain favor with the Gentile oppressors. And Zacchaeus was not just 
a tax collector, but a chief tax collector, in charge of others, maybe in charge 
of the whole district. So Zacchaeus would be considered probably the worst 
man in town, not a friend to anybody, and by those who were religious, he 
would be considered the worst sort of sinner.   

But what kind of person is this, in the privacy of his own soul? He is outcast. He is 
despised. He is made to feel worthless despite his great wealth. I suspect he is 
very, very lonely, hurting to have a real friend who cared for him. This 
loneliness finally overwhelmed him enough that he was willing to lay aside 
his dignity and climb up that tree to see Jesus. Imagine his surprise when Jesus 
walks up to the base of the tree, looks up at him  and says “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” Jesus sought out 
Zacchaeus. He didn't leave him alone and miserable, he didn't force him to 
first renounce sin and come to the temple. He sought him. And Zacchaeus 
responds with joy, he came down joyfully. You can never tell who is going to 
respond to this Messiah. Someone who you think is an hopeless case, may not 
be, Someone who on the outside looks like they've got it all, got it made, on 
the inside is hurting and waiting and lonely and ready. Maybe that’s you. 
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But how do the people around respond when Jesus reaches out this way? They are 

aghast, they are appalled, the are outraged. He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner. Look at the sudden, fickle change of this crowd. One minute they are 
praising God for his marvelous care, but the minute this Messiah steps outside 
the lines, and starts to be something other than their kind of Messiah, then 
boom, they drop him like a hot potato. They begin to mutter. They begin to 
complain. They don't want a messiah who pushes outside their comfort zone.  

But this is the kind of Savior we need, one who can heal the deep spiritual needs of 
our lives. Look at the response that he gets from Zacchaeus “Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold.” Remember how hard it was for the rich young 
ruler to give all his possessions to the poor? Here in Zacchaeus we see 
someone so captivated by his newfound Lord that he finds it easy to give away 
half his possessions, and to return what he had gained illegally, which in the 
case of a tax collector must have been a lot of money. Notice the word “Lord,” 
which can mean master or simply ‘sir,’ but in this case clearly carries the 
stronger meaning of Adonai, God. And Jesus says of him: “Today salvation 
has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.”  

Then Jesus himself, really for the third time in this text, tells us his purpose “For the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” “Save” is that marvelous New 
Testament word, sozo, which can mean heal, but clearly doesn’t here, can 
mean rescue, but means more than that here, and often means saved in the 
strongest, most spiritual and soul-referencing way. Just last week we heard 
the disciples use it that way in reference to eternal life, “who then can be 
saved?” And Jesus says that when a repentant sinner turns to him, salvation 
has come. Again, this is foreseen in the Old Testament and is the fulfilling of 
God’s promises. Ezekiel 34 says: “As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he 
is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and 
I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness.” Jesus came to seek and to save, to rescue us from 
our lostness and loneliness and futility, from our bondage to possessions and 
our bondage to self-interest, He comes to seek us, to search out that tree where 
we are hiding, to search us out among all the false paths we are following, to 
seek us in all the things we try to substitute for him, and to save us. 

I began this message with part of Ernest Shackleton’s story, and a rather impious 
comment that when disaster strikes and all hope is gone, you should get down 
on your knees and pray for Shackleton. He was a great guy. He cared for the 
needs of his crew, he put his own life on the line countless times, he did 
whatever it took to seek and to rescue them.  
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But he was not Jesus. No. When disaster strikes and all hope is gone, get down on 

your knees and pray to Jesus. 

What we’ve seen today is a Savior, a Messiah who cares our needs and our hearts 
just as he did the blind man. We’ve seen a Lord who seeks lost and lonely 
sinners and who saves them, rescues their souls, justifies those who turn from 
sin and turn to him. And we’ve seen a Savior who suffers, who gives himself 
up to the torments of evil men and the bearing of even more evil sin. We’ve 
seen a Savior who continues to walk toward Jerusalem, toward betrayal and 
judgment and flogging and death because of his love for the lost. We’ve seen 
a Savior who knew all this was coming and yet also knew there would be a 
victory of resurrection that would change everything for us. Through suffering 
and resurrection Jesus saves the suffering and sinful. 


