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Chapter 2 – Imitation, the Heart of the Christian’s Approach to Creativity (italics=my thoughts)

Introductory Thoughts

 Purpose of our study:  to encourage a Biblical approach to observing, engaging and employing the 
arts, in particular, and the culture in general for revelatory, redemptive and reflective purposes. 

 Biblical approach to the arts and culture

 Observe with caution – don’t be corrupted by it

 Engage with purpose – don’t run from it

 Employ with wisdom  - don’t forsake the Scriptural foundation

 Biblical purpose of the arts and culture

 Revelatory – discovery of the truth

 Remembrance – reminders of the truth

 Redemptive – declaration of  the truth

 Reflective – embodiment of the truth (reflecting His glory; imitating His creativity)

  Importance of the arts: imitation of God’s own means of revelation and remembrance

 Consider how He chooses to reveal truth (and how we are made to receive it)

 Creation:  beauty, story, truth at every detailed level

 Drama :  Passover, feasts, sacrificial offerings, prophets

 Poetry:  Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon

 Enigmas: allegory, symbolism, parables, euphemism  

 History: dramatic telling and re-telling of His story

 Sermons and teaching: God has ordained dissemination of the truth through 
proclamation 

 Consider how each of these revelatory methods are also a constant means of remembrance: 
overcoming one of the chief consequences of a fallen mind: forgetting the truth.  

Imitating God through the Arts (chapter intro section on pp 23-27)



1. Shakespeare:  said of himself that he simply held “a mirror up to nature” – p. 23

2. “True beauty dwells on high; ours is a flame but borrowed thence..” – p.23

3. “..a Christian is to Christ as a mirror to an object (2 Cor 3.18) – Lewis p. 24 (or moon to sun)

4. We don’t bring beauty or wisdom into existence, but our art (when its good) simply reflects eternal 
Beauty and Wisdom.  P. 25

5. Similarity between Christian and Platonic world view:  the arts “seek to enter into heaven itself to 
imitate the true origin of all we see on earth”.  Art and Nature thus become rival copies of the same 
supersensual original.  As with the tabernacle / temple). – p. 25-26

6. Art is imitative:  we think God’ thoughts after Him, using His colors, sounds, language – p. 26

7. All creative work is a form of praise and worship: by creating we declare the glory of God – p. 27

The Arts as More Than an Expression of Self 

1. Since Romantic period arts becoming  a matter of mere self-expression – p. 27-28

2. In contrast, artists must see themselves in context of God’s reality – with humility – p 28

The Creativity of Others Helps us Enter into God’s Creativity

1. We enjoy the arts because we “seek an enlargement of our being….we want to see with other eyes, 
to imagine with other imaginations, to feel with other hearts….we demand windows” – p 28-29

2. Andrew Peterson – Windows in the World (song)

3. God has so designed us that we need others to complement us in every aspect of our lives – p. 29

Art by Christians and Non-Christians

1. “Common grace” – God has given His creative gifts to believers and unbelievers alike – p.32-33

2. The key question is:  “is it good?” – p 34

Arts and Crafts

1. In past couple of centuries art became separated from craft: divorced from everyday life and 
entertainment into a special class of expression with its own class of “interpreters” – p 34-35

2. Growing division between “fine art” and what resonates with the culture (examples:  Tolkien and 
Austen – in BBC polls) p 36

3. Arts became an expression of the non-Christian spirit of the age – p. 37

4. Corrective response in light of this (p 37-38)

 Art needs no justification – simply a gift from God

 Art is to be tied to the reality of God’s creation



 Artist is to see himself as a craftsperson with a calling from God

 Christian artist must be committed to humility – holding up a mirror to what God has made
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